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Association Range Day -
Don’t miss out!

48th Highlanders Association
Range Day at CFB Borden
30 May 2026

o Cost $25.00 per person, plus .75 per bullet.

o Start Time 0830hrs.

« Langemark Range.

« Rifles will be supplied if you do not have one.

o Members may bring their own rifle and ammunition.

o Please fill in signup sheet (click here) to have the
registration portal sent to your email.

« Girthing at Poppy’s Eatery on base following the shoot
where they will be offering a Haggis appetizer.

« Everyone is welcome to attend.

For more info email WO Peter Ross (Ret)
ross99010@gmail.com

Exercise Urban Falcon:

March 2026

This past March, the 48th took part in Exercise Urban Falcon in CFB
Petawawa. Under the mentorship of our in-house Urban Ops instructors,
Sgt Gundert and Sgt Sosa, Highlanders sharpened their street fighting
capability through various training stands. This included explosive
breaching with the engineers as well as section level and platoon level
movement through built up areas. The troops showed up and performed
well with lots of motivation and determination to train regardless of
the cold and windy weather. On the Sunday morning, we took partin a
platoon raid scenario as the compound’s special FX supplemented the
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Exercise Urban

F UI CON continued

training. This included simulated smoke inside
the buildings, simulation IED’s, breaching doors
that had to be managed, and blaring speakers
blasting the sounds of enemy orders, artillery and
machine gun fire and all kinds of other chaotic
noises meant to induce stress. A Coy smashed
through its objectives in the snow with speed and
aggression, clearing through their scenario with
many valuable lessons learned along the way.

The exercise was a great opportunity with good
training value, and soldiers got a handful of reps
in to condition their drills. The exercise was even
recorded by the training area’s cameras for an
effective AAR afterwards. Overall, it was a very
productive weekend with many valuable learning
opportunities. We look forward to applying the
lessons learned.

Cpl Bartlett leads as pointman for
his stack while practicing
explosive breaching live.

135th ANNIVERSARY [siuisieiessarsars
CELEBRATIONS

consolidation phase on Sunday

WEEKEND

Celebrations of The Regiment’s 135th
Anniversary kicked off in Toronto during the April
25/26 weekend.

First up was a Freedom of the City Parade
on Saturday, April 25. The morning rain which
greeted the early arrivals at Nathan Phillips Square
sputtered out by the time the active unit arrived
for the 1100 hrs FOTC ceremony. Given that The
Regiment had previously been granted Freedom
of the City, the active unit, two guards strong,
was able to parade to Nathan Phillips Square with
bayonets fixed. The strains of Highland Laddie
resonated throughout the Square as The Regiment
arrived. A new feature of the parade was the presence of our mascot,
MacKenzie the Falcon (see the article and photos elsewhere in this issue).

Mayor Olivia Chow then welcomed The Regiment and the assembled
guests to the ceremony, and promptly reaffirmed The Regiment’s Freedom
of the City. This was followed by inspections of each of The Pipes and
Drums, the troops and a cadre of retired members of The Regiment. The

Cpl Perez Viyella provides security
in diamond formation movement
towards an objective
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Urban Ops Instructor Sgt Sosa
giving a demonstration
on movement

Pte Kinsey attached to 3RCR in
Petawawa attended the exercise on
his weekend off, and sports a
“48th HIGHLANDERS” patch on his
helmet

Sgt Robertson (1st in 0OM) and
Sgt Clark (3rd in 00OM) lead
a rehearsal to demonstrate room
clearing on the explosive
breaching range
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135th Anniversary

Celebrations...

Continued..,

mayor’s remarks were noteworthy in their emphasis on The Regiment’s
role in, and contribution to, the life, culture and defence of the City.

The FOTC parade was followed by a BBQ hosted by the Association at
Moss Park Armoury. It was great to see so many Highlanders, young and
some not so young, at the BBQ. If you were not able to attend, plan on
coming out for the next similar event. You won’t be disappointed; catching
up with your fellow members of the Regimental family really is a fulfilling
experience.

Throughout the Saturday afternoon BBQ and reception at Moss Park
Armoury, we were honoured and privileged to host a number of visitors
from Apeldoorn in The Netherlands. The visitors included Hans and
Claudia Goedings, Hans, Renate and Kim Ekelmans, Jan Koorenhof, Chris
Wolters, Dagmar Hagen-van Beek, Jacob Lagerweij, Dennis Kiekebos,
Sjoerd Kuperus, Dorien Russchenkapm, John Fundter, Fred de Graaf, Aron
Kamp, Johann Veen and Martijn van Essen. During the Saturday afternoon
BBQ and reception, we benefitted from an Operation Cannonshot briefing
from Mr. van Essen. As well, during the reception The 48th Highlanders
of Holland Pipes and Drums presented The Regiment with a boar’s pelt
accoutrement to be worn by our bass drummer when our Pipes and Drums
are on parade. Please see the coverage elsewhere in this issue of this very
generous gift to us by The 48th Highlanders of Holland Pipes and Drums.

The Freedom of the City Parade on 25 Apr was actually preceded by
a luncheon at The Albany Club on April 23 attended by many of our
Dutch visitors. The 48th contingent consisted of Honorary Colonel
Darling, Colonel McEwen, Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel von Hahn,
Lieutenant-Colonel Wentzell and Captain van der Toorn. The luncheon
was noteworthy in that it honoured Mr. Jan H.A. Koorenhof of Apeldoorn.
Mr. Koorenhof, a Dutch citizen, has been awarded the Meritorious Service
Medal by the Government of Canada. He has been a key organizer of
many special events for Canadian veterans in Apeldoorn. In 1996, he
was appointed president of the National Canadian Liberation Monument
Committee and became the driving force behind the creation of “The Man
with Two Hats” statue, the Dutch national monument to the Canadian
liberators. The statue was unveiled in Apeldoorn in May 2000 before
thousands of Canadian veterans, including many from The Regiment,
marking the 55th anniversary of the Liberation of The Netherlands.

On the Saturday (April 25) evening the Third Annual Marshall Dinner
for past and current serving officers of The Regiment was held at The Royal
Canadian Military Institute. This dinner is named in commemoration
of Lt. Col. William Renwick Marshall DSO, Commanding Officer of the
15th Battalion (48th Highlanders), C.E.F. 1915-1916. Lt. Col. Marshall,
who at the time held the rank of Major and who was serving as the
Battalion’s DCO, was awarded the DSO for his actions and valour during
the gas attack on 23-24 April 1915 during the 2nd Battle of Ypres. The
15th Battalion suffered heavy casualties holding a salient during the
battle against a particularly heavy assault by the opposing German
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Above photos: Freedom of the City parade at
Nathan Phillips Square
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forces. Immediately following the battle Major Marshall was promoted

and appointed Commanding Officer; he promptly began the task of
rebuilding his shattered battalion. Lt. Col. Marshall led the 15th Battalion
in fierce fighting at Festubert in May of 1915 and at Hill 60 in 1916 before
he was killed in action on 19 May 1916. All in attendance at the Marshall
Dinner were impacted by General Young’s observation that the dinner

was being held on the 111th anniversary (to the day) of the 15th Battalion’s
determined resistance to the heaviest German assault of 2nd Ypres. Another
poignant moment of the dinner came when the CO, in recognition of the
lasting and incredibly impactful commitment of Colonel John Newman

to The Regiment, presented Colonel Newman with an artist’s portrait of
Colonel Newman’s father, Lt. Maitland Fuller Newman, derived from WWI
photos of Lt. Newman. Hearing a son speak of a father, a veteran of WWI
combat, was poignant indeed.

Sunday morning, 26 Apr, commenced with The Regiment’s parade to St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church for the annual Act of Remembrance. The
Act of Remembrance was supplemented this year by the dedication of a
new Book of Remembrance which, due to the efforts of a team of volunteers
led by General Young, now includes the names of over 200 additional
men who made the ultimate sacrifice during World War I but whose
names had not been included in the original Book of Remembrance due
simply to difficulties in tracking their service records and, in particular,
their service with The Regiment. We thank General Young for all of his
efforts in ensuring proper honour of and respect for the service of all 48th
Highlanders.

The Act of Remembrance was followed by a well-attended reception in
the St. Andrew’s Church Hall. As well, all troops on parade as well as many
members of the broader Regimental Family were enthusiastic visitors to
The Regiment’s Museum, which is housed in the basement of St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church. For anyone who has not visited the Museum, or for
anyone who has not paid a recent visit to the Museum, we encourage you to
visit. You will not be disappointed!

The next day, Monday 27 Apr, featured a Koningsdag (“King’s Day”)
reception at the Royal Ontario Museum hosted by the Consulate of the
Kingdom of The Netherlands. We were honoured to have been invited by
the Consul General, Marjan Schippers. Honorary Colonel Darling and Lt.
Col. Wentzell led the 48th contingent at this reception, which also included
Capt. van der Toorn and his wife Caprice Boisvert, Wilhelmina Vander-
Laan and Sgt. Al Kowalenko (ret’d).

Overall, the April Anniversary celebrations were well worth participating
in, and provided some great opportunities for catch-ups, rekindling of
bonds, and tales of camaraderie. Keep your eyes on Dileas Despatches for
future opportunities for more of the same. They are well worth coming out
for!

Dileas gu brath.

Above photos: The 48th Act of Remembrance and
dedication of the New Book of Remembrance at
St. Andrew’s Presbytarian Church, 26 April 2026.
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Some Excerpts trom the
Mayor's April 25, 2026

Freedom of the City Speech

Her Worship Mayor Olivia Chow’s remarks at the Re-Affirmation of
the Freedom of the City Parade reflect the long and storied history of The
Regiment as a key element in not only the defence of our city and our
country but also in the traditions, heritage and culture of Toronto.

We want to highlight in particular the following remarks by the Mayor:

“Freedom of the City is one of the highest honours a
municipality can bestow on a military unit. It is a tradition
rooted in centuries of history ... a public expression of trust
between a city and those who serve it ... it grants the privilege
to march through our streets with drums

beating, colours flying, and bayonets fixed.

Today, we proudly reaffirm that trust.

Since 1891, the 48th Highlanders have been

an integral part of Toronto’s story. You have

served with distinction in times of war and

peace ... from the First and Second World

Wars to missions with the United Nations

and NATO, and here at home in times of

need. Your motto speaks not only to your

service to Canada but to your enduring

connection to this city. Because beyond

your military accomplishments, you are

part of Toronto’s everyday life. You are

our neighbours, our colleagues, and our

community leaders. You serve not only in

uniform, but in classrooms, workplaces and
neighbourhoods across this city. Today’s ceremony is more
than a tradition. It is a reaffirmation of a lasting relationship
... built on service, respect, and shared responsibility.

On behalf of City Council and the people of Toronto, I am
pleased to reaffirm the Freedom of the City to the 48th
Highlanders of Canada. May your pipes ring proudly. May
your colours fly high. And may this bond remain strong for
generations to come.”

Dileas gu brath.
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Mackenzie the Falcon

I like birds of prey as much as the next troop. There is something
majestic and powerful about the literal death-from-above execution of a
swooping hawk or falcon diving during the hunt. So when the CO starts
a conversation with “..I've been in contact with a gentleman from the
Canadian Raptor Conservancy...” I had an inkling as to what was coming
next. The 48th were getting a mascot. It felt similar to a line from the
perennial classic Jurassic Park’ “We have a T-Rex!”

As the unit ‘Recruiting Sergeant’ and Public Affairs Rep, there are always
high priority items on the agenda. Having a peregrine falcon on parade
admittedly did not start at pole position, however it became evident my
estimate was incorrect when fellow SNCOs were arguing over who got
to carry ‘Mackenzie the falcon’ and what the dress of a ‘Raptor NCO” (or
Falcon Sgt) would entail. There was even some talk about bestowing a rank
on the venerable mascot.

The such a symbol would act as a living monument to a multitude of
facets of the regiment: origins of the falcon from the clan Davidson crest,
prominent on the peak of our cap badge, and throughout nearly all of our
accoutrements of dress. The namesake, LCol Mackenzie (DSO), whose
command of the regiment through the latter years of the 2nd world war,
ties so heavily to one of our most renowned battle honours: Apeldoorn.
Specifically it was on Operation CANNONSHOT, in which he made the
ultimate sacrifice on 12 April 1945.

Monuments exist, we salute them. A falcon, perched or flying high,
is met with living enthusiasm. Mackenzie the falcon is the present, existing
as an pathway to our storied history and venerable legacy as the open sky
above.

Sgt Navarro

PS: A special thanks to Sgt Bender his time and effort in getting
Mackenzie on parade, Sgt Clark for taking on the mantle of “Raptor
NCO” and carrying Mackenzie while on parade on 25 April 26, Sgt
General and A/RSM Rukman for their support, and LCol Wentzell for
being the catalyst for it all.

Above photos: Mackenzie the Falcon, Sgt Bender,
Sgt Clark and the €0 with Mayor 0Olivia Chow.
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Bands of Brothers?
A 120 Year Bond

between Pipe Bands

The bond between the 48th Highlanders of Canada and St. Andrew’s
College stands as one of the most enduring relationships in our Regimental
history. With both institutions sharing a common lineage in Toronto’s
Scottish community, the connection was expanded in 1915 when our own
Pipe Major James Fraser established the St. Andrew’s College Pipe Band.
On 28 February 2026, this century-old affiliation was on full display as the
48th Pipes and Drums took to the ice alongside the current generation of
Andrean musicians to open the “Highlanders Day” hockey game.

The event served as a powerful commemoration of 120 years of formal
affiliation, and the sight and sound of the combined bands was a formidable
tribute to our shared heritage. The professionalism demonstrated by the
students during the workup and final performance was outstanding,
proving that the skill and commitment inherent in the College program
remains at a high standard. For the Andreans who serve and have served in
the Regiment, it was a moment of significant pride to see the students meet
the 48th’s musical expectations with such poise.

This relationship is built on a shared commitment to service and the
meticulous preservation of highland traditions. Having been well trained
by the rigours of the College’s piping and drumming program, including
the specific skill of performing on ice, these young musicians are well-
prepared for the demands of the Regimental band. We hope that some of
these students will consider the 48th as they look toward their life after
graduation. It would be a privilege to see them sporting the Davidson or
Stewart of Fingask tartans and join the 48th Pipes and Drums for a Toronto
Maple Leafs home opener at Scotiabank Arena in the near future.

Pipe Major Alexander Brown
48th Highlanders of Canada



135th Anniversary
Commemorative Patches

Still Available!

For those who were unable to buy the 135th patch at the
Freedom of the City reception, you can still buy one. See the
photos below.

Cost per patch is $15 if you find me in person, or $17 if you
need it mailed, within Canada.

Send eTransfer to: willem.vandertoorn.48@gmail.com

Include your name in the eTransfer note, and if mailed, email
your name and address to
willem.vandertoorn.48@gmail.com

Dileas! And here’s to another 135 years of service to
Canada.

Capt Willem (Pim) van der Toorn
Alpha Coy 2IC / PMC
48th Highlanders of Canada



Everzwijin: Gift of Boar's Pelt
by the 48th Highlanders of

Holland Pipes And Drums

Since the late 18th century, the tradition has stood that bass and tenor
drummers in Highland regiments wear a leopard skin apron on parade.
Military bands in Europe were influenced by music from the Ottoman
Empire, which featured more percussion and massive bass drums.

Men from Africa and the West Indies joined these bands as drummers
and brought with them impressive leopard skins. When introduced to the
Highlander’s dress uniform, the leopard skin elevated the bass drummer
to a spectacular image of strength, power and prowess.

Since animal pelts are durable and long lasting they not only serve as
a show of force, but as a way of protecting the drummer’s uniform from
being damaged by the hardware on the bass drum. The animal skin also
protects the drum from being scratched by the brass buttons and ornate
trim on the drummer’s tunic.

Unfortunately, over many decades of heavy use the
leopard skins begin to deteriorate. While synthetic
skins serve the same purpose, nothing can replace the
authenticity of a real skin with a unique and storied
history behind it.

Over time, some bands have adopted different animal
skins to fit their regimental identity, including cougars,
tigers, and black bears. The 48th Highlanders of Holland
Pipes and Drums have adopted the skin of a wild boar
which is native to the Veluwe forests which surround the
city of Apeldoorn.

After many years touring Europe and performing
with the 48th Highlanders of Holland Pipes and Drums,
their bass drummer’s boar pelt, named “Everzwijin”

(meaning “wild boar”) came to Canada with members
of the band to celebrate with us the 135th anniversary of
The Regiment’s establishment. In an incredible display
of generosity and camaraderie, “Ever” was gifted to

The Regiment in recognition and celebration of the
historical and continuing association between The 48th
Highlanders of Holland Pipes and Drums, The Regiment
and the other members of the broader Regimental
Family in Holland. “Ever” was presented to our band

at Moss Park Armoury after the Freedom of the City
parade on April 25, 2026, and was first used by our band
on parade the very next day during the St. Julien Parade.

We are most grateful for this kind and meaningful gift. We are honoured
to include Ever in our dress while on parade and are inspired by its
representation of our strong and lasting relationship with our friends
and supporters in and around Apeldoorn. To our friends with The 48th
Highlanders of Holland Pipes and Drums: Dankjewel!

DILEAS! 2




Skilled Trades Training
and the Canadian Armed

Forces

There is not much detail available yet, but the Government of Canada’s
Spring 2026 economic update makes reference to a proposed $6 billion five
year program aimed at recruiting, training and hiring up to 100,000 new
trades workers under a new “Team Canada Strong” banner.

A parallel contemplated program appears to be an additional $250
million in spending over the next five years, with an annual spend of $45
million thereafter, aimed at expanding Canada’s skilled trades training
capacity through the Canadian Armed Forces. There are initial indications
that this CAF-specific spending program will include programs specifically
oriented towards skills training for members of the Primary Reserve.

We will monitor further developments and announcements regarding
these programs, particularly as they may impact on, and present
opportunities for, members of The Regiment. In the meantime, keep
your eyes and ears open for further information provided by the federal
government ... there could be some real opportunities coming your way
soon.

The Gaelic Corner

One of the traditions within The Regiment is the exchange of Scottish
Gaelic toasts between the Pipe Major and the Commanding Officer
whenever the Pipes have been played in the Officers” Mess. Traditionally,
once the Pipes have completed their set of pipe music and after the
Regimental Toast, the Pipe Major will enter the Mess and salute the CO.
The CO, standing to attention to acknowledge the Pipe Major’s salute, will
then kick oft an exchange of compliments between the CO and the Pipe
Major, each in Scottish Gaelic and each expressing good wishes ... to each
other, to The Regiment, and to the reigning Monarch.

In last month’s Gaelic Corner we referenced the use of “slainte’
(pronounced SLAHN-chuh), meaning, in the context of a toast, “to health”.
The Scottish Gaelic toasts which are, by tradition within The Regiment,
exchanged between the Commanding Officer and the Pipe Major (as
outlined above), include a toast to The King’s health ... Slainte don Righ! www.facebook.com/48th.highlanders
... (pronounced SLAHN-chuh dawn REE) ... meaning “To The King’s www.instagram.com/48highlanders
Health”. The “r” in “righ” gets rolled!

As we suggested in last month’s issue of Dileas Despatches, when you
are next raising a glass feel free to toast everyone in the vicinity with
the simple word “Slainte” ... meaning “Health”. And don’t be afraid to www.youtube.com
add “Slainte don Righ”. It’s a good way to distinguish yourself and your

www.facebook.com/groups/6142195853/
www.facebook.com/groups/843575856446772

48thhighlanders.ca
regiment from those who don’t share our unique heritage, culture and g
traditions as Highlanders. Be Highlander Proud! museum.48thhighlanders.ca
15thbattalioncef.ca
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