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Recent Events From Your 
Regimental Honoraries 
GREETINGS HIGHLANDERS – SERVING SOLDIERS, FORMER 

SERVING MEMBERS AND MEMBERS OF OUR EXTENDED 

REGIMENTAL FAMILY 

We thought that you may be interested in some of our activities over the 

past couple of months. As you can see, we have been busy! 

Lamone River Crossing Dinner: 10 December 2025

We were delighted to attend �e Regiment’s year end Soldiers’ Dinner, 

named in honour of a hard fought battle on 10 December 1944, the 

Lamone River Crossing. �is year’s guest was former Honorary Colonel 

Geordie Beal. �e CO shared the story of his father, Maj George W 

(Geordie) Beal MC, who was Mentioned in Despatches for his forceful 

leadership, getting Able company across the Lamone River. It was a 

memorable evening with good connections and great haggis, thanks to 

the British Grocer and the WO’s & Sgt’s Legacy Fund. 

“First Footing” WO & Sgt’s Mess: 10 January 2026

It was an early morning start at 0700 Hrs on a training day. �ere was 

plenty of haggis which fueled a productive day of training! 

Visit with Canadian Army Commander & 4 Division

Commander: 16 January 2026

LGen Wright and BGen Landry inspected our soldiers and did a 

“Townhall” to review and engage troops on the purpose, scale and 

elements of Canadian Army Modernization. We had an opportunity to 

meet with the Commanders to discuss ways that our community can 

best support recruitment and retention, both of which are critical to 

help build �e Regiment’s strength and resiliency.

 CF Modernization Plan
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Recent Events
from the 48th
Honoraries...
Toronto Black Watch Association’s

Red Hackle Dinner: 17 January 2026 

�e Regiment had two tables of attendees. Our 

Commanding O�cer, Lieutenant-Colonel Tyler 

Wentzell, CD, was at the Head table along with 

our King’s Representative and Regimental 

friend, the Honourable Edith Dumont, O.Ont., 

Lieutenant Governor of Ontario. It was a great 

opportunity to engage with members and 

friends of our community, and to continue 

our close connection with the Black Watch. 

Lieutenant-General M.C. Wright, CMM, MSC, 

CD, Commander, Canadian Army and CWO 

Christopher Robin, MMM, CD, Canadian Army 

Sergeant Major, were panelists at a �reside chat. 

Two of our former RSM’s were instrumental 

in the evening’s meticulous planning and 

events: Captain Raymond Joseph, CD, AdeC, 

who is President of the Toronto Black Watch 

Association, and CWO Christopher Reesor, CD, 

who gave a rousing address to the haggis. It was 

great to see WO Iain Dewar, CD (Retired) who 

was the piper for this memorable address. 

Whiskey Nosing: 24 January 2026 

In spite of a polar vortex descending upon 

Toronto, over 60 Members of the Unit and 

Regimental Family attended the whiskey 

nosing in the WO & Sgts’ Mess. Many thanks to 

Acting RSM Rukman and WO Kowalenko for 

organizing such a fun event and to Sgt. Navarro 

for his own rousing rendition of the Address to 

the Haggis!

 
4th Canadian Division (4th Cdn Div)

Honorary Colonels’ Conference 

�is was a full day conference held at Denison 

Armoury on. 31 January. Brigadier-General 

J.W. Robinson CD, Deputy Commander 4th 

Canadian Division and Joint Task Force 

(Central), and CWO M.H. Coit, DEP CWO, 4th 

Canadian Division, both attended all day with 

us. We connected with our colleagues from other 

regiments and bene�ted from presentations 

from the 4th Cdn Div Commander, the group’s 

internal committees on Education, Outreach and 

Best Practices, Commissionaires and allies from 

Fanshawe College. We were also able to visit that 

weekend’s exercise under the leadership of the 

Territorial Battle Group Commander … who 

happens to be our CO! 

We look forward to upcoming events with �e 

Regiment and Regimental Family this year … 

2026 is �e Regiment’s 135th anniversary! 

Stay strong. Stay connected. 

Dìleas gu Bràth. 

Honorary Colonel Darling and 

Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel von Hahn  

 

 

Photos on this page:  Members of the Regiment came together at Moss
Park Armoury to celebrate the holidays. Photos by Cpl Sun & Cpl Garduce

Click here to see 

more photos on our 

Facebook page.

https://www.facebook.com/48th.highlanders
https://www.facebook.com/48th.highlanders
https://www.facebook.com/48th.highlanders
https://www.facebook.com/48th.highlanders
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In September 2025, Canadian Army Commander Lieutenant-

General Michael Wright released In�ection Point 2025, a 

paper containing major announcements regarding how the 

Canadian Army is to be modernized, with a particular focus 

on how the Army is to be structured, equipped, trained, 

sustained and integrated. An interview with Lieutenant-

General Wright, in which the Army Commander discusses 

the modernization plan, can be found at the following link:

https://canadianarmytoday.com/restructured-the-

army-modernization-plan/

�e modernization plan is noteworthy for its emphasis on the 

development of a Divisional structure within the Army going 

forward. �ree divisions are contemplated: �e Defence of 

Canada Division, the Manoeuvre Division and the Support 

Division. All three divisions 

will be supplemented by 

additions of personnel 

from a separate Training 

Formation.

�e Defence of Canada 

Division is likely of the 

greatest interest to �e 48th 

Highlanders of Canada. 

�e division will be Reserve 

heavy, with reliance being 

placed on the Primary 

Reserve for conducting operations in Canada, whether in the 

Arctic, on Operation Lentus (i.e., the Canadian Armed Force’s 

domestic disaster-response operations) or supporting domestic 

operations like last summer’s G7 Summit.

Of particular interest to us as Highlanders is that the Defence 

of Canada Division will be the basis for mobilization. In his 

interview, Lieutenant-General Wright made speci�c reference 

to the fact that the Army has Primary Reserve units in over 120 

communities, and went on to say that “we’re maintaining those 

units”. When asked whether the roles of some of those 

units might change, Lieutenant-General Wright responded 

by saying “Absolutely” and that the roles and tasks of the 

Reserve need to be updated. Given the pro�le, strength and 

capability of our Regiment, it seems reasonable to envision 

a growing and vibrant role 

for �e Regiment as the 

modernization plan is rolled 

out.

We encourage all members 

of the Regimental Family 

to review and consider both 

the In�ection Point 2025 

paper and the interview 

with Lieutenant-General 

Wright at the link above. 

Please share your thoughts 

and analysis in response 

with your fellow Highlanders as we collectively consider 

how �e Regiment can most e�ectively contribute to, 

and increase its pro�le as a key component of, the Army’s 

modernization initiative. Our future looks bright.

Dìleas!  

The Army’s Modernization
Plan And The Role Of The
Primary Reserve

https://canadianarmytoday.com/restructured-the-army-modernization-plan/ 
https://canadianarmytoday.com/restructured-the-army-modernization-plan/ 
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Saturday, February 28 has been declared as 48th 

Highlanders Appreciation Day at St. Andrew’s 

College. Highlighting the day’s celebrations will 

be the SAC Varsity Hockey Team’s �nal home 

game of the season. Game time is 12:30 pm.

�e St. Andrew’s players will be sporting 

special jerseys, honouring �e Regiment. A 

special video will be presented, focusing on the 

121 year history of engagement between �e 

Regiment and St. Andrew’s College. No doubt 

the St. Andrew’s College Cadet Corps’s Pipes and 

Drums will be front and centre!

All members of the Regimental Family are 

welcome to participate in this special day. �e 

game will start at 12:30 pm, but plan to be on site 

by 12 noon so that you do not miss the special 

team jersey “reveal” and the pre-game video 

presentation. �e game will be played at the La 

Brier Family Arena on the St. Andrew’s College 

campus, 15800 Yonge Street, Aurora.

SEE YOU THERE!   

Coming Up!!!
48th Highlanders
Appreciation Day At
St. Andrew’s College!
Saturday, Feb 28

The Gaelic Corner
In our prior issue of Dileas Despatches, and in an 

e�ort to highlight the Gaelic roots and character 

of �e Regiment, we introduced the expression 

“Glè mhath” (pronounced “Glay vah”), meaning 

“very good” or “well”, particularly in a context 

in which you wish to express optimism and 

enthusiasm about your present circumstances. 

So, for example, in response to your platoon 

sergeant’s inquiry as to whether you are ready 

for the upcoming patrol, “Glè mhath” (Glay vah) 

would be a great response.

A similar expression you could add to your 

repertoire would be “Is math sin” (pronounced 

“Smashin’”, i.e., “smashing” but with a dropped 

“g” at the end). �is expression essentially 

means “fantastic”, “awesome”, “�at’s great”, 

etc. So, for example, the following exchanges 

all make perfect sense: “�is soil is pretty 

sandy; we should be able to dig this foxhole real 

quick.” Response:. Is math sin (Smashin’). “�at 

smoke is covering our movement perfectly”. 

Response: Is math sin (Smashin’). “We’ve got 

30 new recruits coming in for the swearing-in 

ceremony”. Response: Is math sin (Smashin’).

Our Gaelic roots and traditions run deep. �ey 

don’t necessarily have the same pro�le within 

�e Regiment as they once did. But they are 

worth preserving, and introducing some Gaelic 

lexicon to life within the Regimental Family 

will contribute to, and help preserve, our special 

identity and history as a Highland regiment.

Dìleas!  



5

I think it’s safe to say that we have all heard 

the messaging from Canadian Blood Services 

asking us to donate. �at messaging is constant 

because the need for blood is constant - and 

growing. While donations are trending down, 

the need for blood keeps trending up due to the 

increase in complex surgeries, the high demand 

for immunoglobins to make medicines, and 

an aging population with an increased risk 

of disease, including cancers. Critically, the 

number of young people becoming donors is not 

keeping pace with those that are aging out and 

in that regard, because of our demographic, �e 

48th Highlanders of Canada can help make a 

real di�erence. So, if you are a currently-serving 

member, I encourage you to consider donating 

and making ongoing donations part of your 

lifestyle – “I’m a blood donor” is a powerful 

identity to own. If you are part of the Regimental 

Family please also consider donating, and join 

the 48th Highlanders team. We will plan at least 

two group donations per year where we can all 

donate together. However, you can donate at 

any time as a team member and your donation 

will count towards our team total. �e sobering 

fact is that while fully half of Canadians will 

need blood products in their lifetime, or know 

someone who will – your parents, your better 

half, your children, your friends – only 2% of 

the population actually donates. As the 48th 

Highlanders of Canada community, we can do 

better than that. It’s In You To Give, and the 48th 

Highlanders of Canada always give back! (but it’s 

also OK to “take” when donating – take snacks, 

take pride, take the lead!)

 Team Details 

Team Name: 48th Highlanders

Team URL:  

https://myaccount.blood.ca/en/join-team/48HI0127496 

Partners for Life ID: 48HI0127496 

 How to participate: 

First register as a blood donor at blood.ca 

Join our team using the link below Team URL: 

https://myaccount.blood.ca/en/join-team/48HI0127496 

Book your donation appointment at a time that works for you 

Sincerely, 

Capt Willem (Pim) van der Toorn

Alpha Coy 2IC 

48th Highlanders of Canada   

NEWS FLASH!!!
The 48th now
have a blood
donation team

https://myaccount.blood.ca/en/join-team/48HI0127496
https://myaccount.blood.ca/en/join-team/48HI0127496
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�e 48th Highlanders of Canada Senate is looking for a 

Webmaster for the Regimental Family.

We have been most fortunate to have had Col. Jensen 

(Ret’d) as our Webmaster for the past four years. His 

Webmaster responsibilities as well as the other functions he 

performs for the Regimental Family require time, dedication 

and most of all a deep understanding of not only �e Regiment 

and our Regimental Family but also of our online community’s 

way of interacting with the 48th Web pages and di�erent social 

media channels.

Col. Jensen (Ret’d) has advised us 

that he would like to lighten his work 

load and therefore pass on the role of 

Webmaster to a successor. As such, 

we are commencing the search to 

�nd a volunteer Webmaster to step 

into this position in the next few 

months. We are delighted and most 

thankful that Col. Jensen (Ret’d) has 

agreed to stay on until June, 2026, 

and has o�ered to assist the incoming 

Webmaster in the transition.

We would ask all members of 

the Regimental Family, including 

Members of the Association, 

Veterans, Active Unit Members, 

Senators, Trusts Members and 

friends of �e Regiment, to put 

forward candidates for the position 

of Webmaster. At a very high level, 

we are looking for someone who 

has technological experience, has 

worked on and with websites and 

who understands the CAF and 

the 48th Highlanders community. 

�ere is a great amount of �exibility 

timing-wise, as the work can be 

done whenever convenient for the 

Webmaster. �e Webmaster’s role is 

both rewarding and ful�lling, and 

makes a huge contribution to the 

engagement of all members of our 

Regimental Family with each other.

We would be delighted to provide 

more details for those interested 

and would ask that you consider 

who in your circle of friends and 

family may be a good candidate to 

take on this most important role 

in our Regimental Family. Please 

contact LCol Paterson (Ret’d) 

(brewpaterson@rogers.com) or 

HLCol von Hahn (anatol@vonhahn.

org) with your suggestions.

We would like to also thank Col. 

Jensen (Ret’d) for all the work, 

assistance, guidance and most of 

all the strategic counsel he has 

given us over many years to create, 

build, maintain and expand our 

technological means to communicate 

with our 48th Highlanders of Canada 

Regimental Family. THANK YOU 

VERY MUCH, COL. JENSEN, it is 

most appreciated by all of us.

HCol Darling

HLCol von Hahn   

Are you a webmaster?
Want to help 
promote the 48th?

 https://48thhighlanders.ca

 https://museum.48thhighlanders.ca/

 https://15thbattalioncef.ca
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A proud Highlander, Harry Hodgson, 90, passed 

away peacefully in Sunnybrook Hospital on 

January 5, surrounded by his loving family.

On January 6, his beloved wife Frances “Joan” 

(nee Fryer), 91, followed suit.

Both were victims of the �u.

�ey are survived by their two daughters 

Heather (David) of the Bahamas and Patricia 

of Toronto, and Harry’s younger brother Fred 

(Linda) of Cheticamp. Harry was predeceased 

by his elder brother Joshua (Marjorie). Joan was 

predeceased by her younger brother Edward 

(Mary). Much loved Uncle and Aunt to Mark 

(Charlotte), Joshua (Tsung-Wei), Duncan (Lisa), 

Freddy (Diane), Patrick, Andrew (Renata). Great 

Uncle and Aunt to Jack, Laz, Kim, Sarah, Ian, 

Ashley, Megan, and Henrietta.

Harry was a proud Member of the 48th 

Highlanders of Canada Pipes and Drums.  

Cpl. Hodgson passionately piped, like his father 

before him, from the age of twelve right into his 

eighties. Harry was a 40-year employee of the 

Toronto Hydro Electric System.

Harry loved Laurel and Hardy, George Formby, 

baseball and European football. His sense of 

humour, kind demeanor, winning smile and 

constant singing will be missed.

Joan was a proud Member of St Clement’s 

Church where she taught Sunday School, 

volunteered in the Church O�ce and was 

actively involved with her beloved Windsor 

Group. She found joy in organizing Rummage 

sales, Christmas Fairs, and serving the greater 

good in the company of her friends. Joan was a 

Member of the IODE, 48th Chapter. She worked 

as the Chief Secretary for the Head of Simpsons 

Sears until 1968.

Obituary Notice: 
Harry and
Joan Hodgson 

Joan loved making her own clothes, water skiing 

and curling. Her distinctive, infectious laugh, 

her Irish superstitions, her hawk-eye and �erce 

loyalty will be missed.

Harry was a gentleman. Joan was a Lady. Both 

were good people.

A livestream of Harry and Joan’s Funeral Service 

is available here: Livestream

In memoriam, donations to the Heart & Stroke 

Foundation or the Toronto Humane Society 

would be appreciated by the family.

Dìleas gu Bràth   
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A Blast from
the Past...

Stay up to date with 48th events

and happenings by following us on

Facebook and Instagram and more:

https://www.facebook.com/48th.highlanders

https://www.instagram.com/48highlanders

https://www.facebook.com/groups/6142195853/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/843575856446772

https://www.youtube.com

https://48thhighlanders.ca

https://museum.48thhighlanders.ca/

https://15thbattalioncef.ca

�e photos on this page were submitted by 

Sgt. Gord Holmes (Ret’d). �ey were taken 

back in the ‘50’s (check out the automobiles!) at 

the then Camp Ipperwash north of Sarnia on 

Lake Huron and at Camp Niagara, just west of 

Niagara-on-the-Lake.

�e balmoral headdress remains a common 

element of dress in the �eld; the kilt less so.

Sgt. Holmes notes his many good memories of 

his time with �e Regiment. �at’s a sentiment 

likely shared by almost all of us.

https://www.youtube.com/@48thhighlandersofcanadaass12
https://48thhighlanders.ca 
https://museum.48thhighlanders.ca/ 
https://15thbattalioncef.ca

