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THE GARB OF OLD GAUL - Part II

A few months, from now at any one of the many Caledonien or
Scottish Games haid in Canada during the summer, you may see twenty
or thirty pipe-bands each diaplayinf a ditrerené tartan, dozens of
dancers dressed in velvet and the kilts of many clans, and a good
number of tweed-jacketed men wearing the kilt in its modern fashion.

Many of you will wonder at the variety of tartans so displayed,
and a few perhaps will wonder why there are so many different pat-
terns and will remark the similarities among them, which are even
more stertling than the differences,

The history of the tartan or the BREAGAN to give it its ancient
name is a long one, going back perhaps three thousand years to its
beginnings, Even at such remote times, probably one thousand years
before the beginning of the Christian ﬁra, Ireland or to give her
the old name ERIU, had reached a high state of cultural development,
organized much along the lines of a modern democracy, with, however,
much greater attention to the actual spirit of democracy.

One of the few privileges of the ruling classes was the wearing
of garments coloured to show their rank, The high king or ARD-RI
could wear garments of seven colours, the princes and chief counsel-
logs could wear six colours, the bards and harpers five colours,
and so on.

Such was the beginning of the modern, complex family tartan.
When the Western Highlands of Scotland were colonised by these same
people some twelve hundred years later (about 300 or 400 A.D.) their
customs came with them. The gqualifications for wearing colours
gradually changed, At first only the highest ranking persons wore
the brighter colours, Gradually the privilege became common and
the saffron shirt was discarded in favor of tartan garments,

The tartan had originally no family significence, However the
people of one particular area would become accustomed to a parti-
cular design and come to regard it as their own. To this day several
regional tartans exist, notably in the Hebrides and in Sutherland-
shire where the people wear a peculiar pattern known as "Strathnaver
tartan™ or "Ancient MacKay",

As the patterns became more numerous and were worn by increasing
numbers they acquired a clan significance. The followers of one
chief wore his colours or tartan to show their allegiance.

As the clan system sgread and became more complex, with split-
ting of families and the formation of powerful clans within clans,
the tartans were varied by the addition of minor distinguishing
changes, new lines or different colours, So to-day, one finds a
number of tartans all with the same basic name but with regional

distinetions such as:
Macdonald of the Isles
Macdonald of Sleat
Macdonald of Clanranald
Macdonell of Glengarry.

As the Highlands beceme more civilized and the Chieftains and
Lairds entered court society, they fashioned for themselves new and
personal variations of the clan tartans, which eventually became the
"dress" tartans of to-day.

Many of the tartans so common in the shops now, however, have
a much different origin, having been developed in the minds of canny
Scottish business men, no longer ago than the beginning of the nine-
teenth century. Among this group are the Dress Macpherson tartan and
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the Dress MacLeod tartan which first appeared in the pages of
VESTIARIUM SCOTICUM which was published in 1842,

Others have appeared at an even later date than these, Indeed
in the latter half of the nineteenth century and the first half of
our own Scotland broke out in a rash of violently coloured and badly
designed fake and fancy "clan tartans", claimed mainly by the Low-
land families who did not wish to be outdone in splendor by their
Highland countrymen.

Of the three hundred or more tartans known to-day only one
hundred and fifty can be considered as genuine tartans with some
historical background,

Members of this regiment may teke comfort from the knowledge
that the Davidson tartan, which we so proudly wear, is indisputably
of ancient origin and not the result of the pipe dream of some
commercial genius.

With the Annual Meeting on February 15, 1951, the 48th Highlanders'
Chepter I.0.D.E, ended their 44th year, It was a year which included :™-
the continuance of ular projects, the renewal of some of the war-
time projects and an increase in our welfare work,

The arnual projects included the presentation of a rifle to the
best sho% at St, Andrew's College, the sending of prizes and Christmas
gifts to Westree School in northern Ontario; the ahifment of monthly
boxes overseas; regular gifts and visits to hospitalized veterans and
donations to the Neighbourhood Workers' Association towards Bolton
Camp and the Christmas Exchange, Fourteen families received material
during the year and one high school bursary is being paid, Wartime
vork included knitting and the shipment of 28 Christmas boxes to men
in Canada's special forces,

At three meectings special speakers were heard: Mrs, D. W,
McGibbon of the Children's Film Library; Miss Touchburn of The Neigh-
bourhood Workers' Association and Mrs. Egmont Frankel of the Cancer
Research of Ontario.

A successful Carnival was held in the Armouries in May to enable
the Chapter to continue the work it has been doing for so many years.
Several new members were enrolled but more are needed that we may
maintain the reputation and live up to the motto of the Chapter and
the Regiment - "Dileas Gu Brath®™ - "Fgithful Forever",

THE SERGEANTS' MESS

The Annual Election of Officers was held on Monday, December 11,
at which time CS¥ F, Wigmore ifif was elected President to succeed
CSKE S, Montgomery M, The new Board has CSM S, Clarke as Vice-Presi-
dent; CSM W. Stewart, Secretary; Sgt. R. E. G, Kenzie, Treasurer; and
Committee Members - 6QMS A.H, Hood, Sgt. A. Johnson and Sgt. Wood.

Childish leughter replaced the usual cries of "rfifteen-two"™ on
Saturday, Decenmbor 16 as the lfess held their Annusl Christmas Party.
It was a most enjoyable affair and the committee, headed by CSM S.
Clarke, earned the thanks of all members and their families,

A very successful Hogmonay Party was held in the Mess Parlour on
Friday, December 29, It is hoped that this will become an annual affair.
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New Year's Day 1951 was celebrated in the traditional manner, the
‘Mess Members parading to the Regimental Memorial for an early morning
service, - A wreath was placed to the memory of our fallen comrades
fqllowing which the members returned to hold "Open House" in the Mess.
We were very pleased to welcome the Regiment's Officers, past and
present, as our guests,

We split the shooting competitions - beating the QOR but bowing
to our own officers, Regardless of the outcome, a good time is always
enjoyed by all at these get to-gethers,

A very successful shoot was held with the Queens Own, on January
27, in competition for the silver plated toilet seat complete with
issue roll. Spoons were won by CQMS' Trent and. Newlands also Sgt., Young,
A get-together and dinner was held in the mess after.

The Officers Shoot was held on January 22nd., This is an annual
affair for the Lt/Col., Don MacKenzie Cup, The shoot was held under
difficulties - all the rifles were loaned by the "Q" Stores of the
University OTC, so we shot with rifles without sights and all B,L.R.D.-
scores were favourable with the Officers winning., We all enjoyed the
dinner as we always do when someone else pays!

THE REGIMENTAL HISTORY OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN REGIMENT

The RCR was formed on December 21, 1883 as the "Imnfantry School
Corps" consisting of three companies: "A" at Fredericton, N.B., "B"
at St. Johns, Quebec and "C" at Toronto, Ontario., "D" Company at
London, Ontario was organized on August 18, 1887. Its later designa-
tions have been: "Canadian Regiment of Infantry" May 24, 1892, "The
Royal Regiment of Canasdian Infantry" August 11, 1893, "The Royal Can-
adian Regiment of Infantry"™ April 1, 1899 and "The Royal Canadian
Regiment™ November 1, 1901,

North-West Canada, 1885: Half of "C" Company, Infantry School
Corps, joined General mdﬁeton's column which proceeded from du'Appelle
to the South Saskatchewan River, the other half company proceeded with
Lt./Col, Otter's column from Swift Current to the relief of Battleford.

Yukon, 1898: The Royal Regiment of Canadian Infantry served in
the Yukon Fleld Force, organized in lMarch, 1898 at the time of the
Gold Rush.

South African War, 1898-1902: The Regiment raised the 2nd (Special
Service) BaHEIIon, RCﬂ; SEIcE distinguished itself at Paardeberg on
February 27, 1800, and the 3rd (Special Service) Battalion which
garrisoned Halifax Fortress from March 1900 to September 1902,

: First er%d der 1914-19: In September, 1914, the Regiment was
dispate rmuda for Garrison duty. It returned to Cenada on
August 17, 1915 and eight days later proceeded to England., On November
1, 1915, {t landed in France and joined the Canadian Corps as Corps
troops. On December 24, 1915, the RCR as a unit of the 7th Canadian
Infantry Brigade, joined the newly formed 3rd Canaddisn Division, with
which it served until hostilities ended. During operations near Cambrai
on September 27, 1918, Lt, Milton F, Gregg won the V.C. The Re nt's
total battle casualties in the First World War were 2805, of ch 704
were fatal, :

Second World War: The Regiment was mobilized on September 1, 1939
as a unit of the 1st Canadian Infentry Brigade, 1st Canadian Division
and arrived in the United Kingdom on December 30, 1939, In June, 1940,
it participated in the expedition to Brittany, reaching a point beyond
Laval before being ordered back., In Sicily the Regiment took part in
the assault landing at Pachino on July 10, 1943, and in subsequent
operations at Valguernera, Nissoria and Regalbuto, The RCR landed at
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Reggio, Italy, on September 3, 1943 and took part in operations at
Motta, Campobesso, San Leonardo, Casa Berardi, and the advance north-
west of Ortona, Operations in 1944 included the statiec period in the
Ortona Salient, the Liri Valley pursuit, Gothic Line Rimini, tho
approach to Cesecna, and the advance from the Lamone ﬁo the Senio,
Early in 1945 the Regiment moved to Holland, where in April it fought
its last action at Apeldoorn. The Regiment's battle casuslties in
the Second World War were 1327, of which 369 were fatal,

Bettle Honours: "Saskatchewan" "North West Canada, 1885"
"Paardeberg” "South Africa, 1899-1900" "Mount Sorrel" "Somme, 1916"
"Flers-Corcelette" "Anore Heights" "Arras 1917,'18" "Vimy, 1517'
"Hill 70""Ypres, 1917" "Passchendaele" "Amiens" "Scarpe, 1918"
"Hindenburg Line" "Canal du Nord"™ "Pursuit to Mons" "France and
Flanders 1915, 1918",

Regimental Headquarters is at Petawawa, Ontario, The Regiment
is allied with the Gloucestershire Regiment, The Regimental march is
"St. Catharine's March",

We would like to state here and now, once and for all, that Pte.
Knisely is NOT the chief shareholder on the 0'Kecefe Brewing Company.
He just drinks the stuff to be sociable, that's all,

Relmember, fellows, a woman is as old as she looks. A man is old
when he stops locking!

Don't forget to hand any little gems that come into your posses-
sion which you would like to see in print, into Sgt. Parmiter. We
can always use these little bits to fill up the odd tail space in our

paper,

"A" COMPANY

Captain Featherstone has taken over as our new Company Comdr,
from Major Kilgour who has taken over the duties as Regimental Training
Officer. After all the fellows lost to Support Company in the past
few years, we have finally been awarded by taking on Lt. Cooper, who
is digging in as Platoon Officer. We have lost some great guys to the
Koresn Force - Joes like Stan Carr, Pete Walker and Burton. The Air
Force and civilian employment called four of our good Cpls., Doug and
Ralph Redford, Pete Sutherland and Ken Porter. Our newer members are
too numerous to mention - so "welcome boys".

Capt. Hasler had a happy .occasion - a brand new baby girl. Cpl.
Thomson did nothing better to add to the strength of the Company - a
baby girl also,

It could be considered that we started off wsll in the baseball
league, Support Company failed to "put up"™ -- so we took the game by
default (9—0?? Who mentioned #%**&i!! Volleyball?

The 39th MacGregor Shoot was held at Long Branch on February 3.

It was a bit chilly on the knees - somewhere around zero with about a
foot of snow., It was a great shoot with many of the old MacGregor boys
in attendance. The commemoration of our Capt. who fell at St. Julien
was carried out with all traditions, Lt, Chipmen won the MacGregor
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