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BEEN PASSED BY THE REGIONAL CENSORS GF PUSLICATIONS
FIRST BATTALION

The following letters from Lt.-Ccl. 7.R.0. Counsell, D.S.0., continues the
Regimental narrative:

Holland, 28 Apr. 45.
wafter an uneventful trip of 30 hours we disembarked at MARSEILLES, embussed
m'lvva-nd-ummoluane-pISnIMlomottuehy. The stsy
anmmdmrnwwunrryugnyvithoutmsportdicb
Mmmdtubnmmmlﬂwnmmmin journey to EELGIUM
mvmsmmumwmmmorowo.

'mchwmummmemuxm-; The steging cemps were
well spaced giving us no more than 140 mile drive each day. On reaching our destina-
ticn, OOSTMALLE, n—llto-n9nuuﬂﬂcfm,theeonmabhwprmz
mwblmtath-ehdmwtorbyowm‘pw. Billets that were a
maloctmtothemuhororthnpmm-uuhndbunnupuum‘hromn,c
cold and uncomfortable proposition so sarly in the year. After spending a day sheak-
mgournln-ontoon@tmwmtrunmgmwmu-namw The
surrounding country was all under cultivetion and thickly populated so training areass
were limited, however a certain emount was sccomplished, at least leg muscles were
Mdupundfnthndamdhylomro&omhu. Our stay in OOSTMALLE was very
ploesant. The people were hospitable, the homes and farms clean, such a nice
contrest after £ilthy ITALY and the beer weak but plentiful as were the pubs. Many
mwmmpodtrwam:omunamuntmodtospadu-ptd
lesve with them, lLsave to U.K. was allowed almost ismediately on our arrivel in
BELGIUM. Generous allotments were given to the ba so many men and officers were
going eround in great spirits end happy faces with the anticipation of seeing good
0ld England and Scotlend sgain.

It was with & great deal of reluctance we laft this delightful area for
the devastated area we wers moved to prior to being concentrated near the scene of
our coming operation. The Bde was bivoueced in the REICHWALD FOREST near CLEVE and
if the destruction to bldgs, etc. was any indication of the fighting that took
place in this sector it must heve been heavy, as there was not a building intact.

Fortunstely only four days was spent in this desolation. The bn was then
mwnmajmmvm-nsrurm,mm-nmpnu-nmrwm
crossipg of the River IJSSEL. This operation called for 2 Cdn Inf Bde to make the
bumummmmuxmmww-ntmm:,pmwwm
capture APELDOORN. menmpicmwmthmmm.mmm. capture
mmdthmpmndmnmtunmmmm. This action al-
though successful was very costly u'thec_uMAQOfﬂcermkimdmmtult

" few hours of fighting during the breakout phase.

nommgnpmmmlmmmomm stiff but with good support
fmnqnormmmarnmh-tbmdtbomumkmwmmuuﬁ
accounting for plenty with our weapons.

mm&nnnnmmmamatmtmm. During
this aaaanmuﬂn;tcmmquloklymtm; only light opposition. Tks wsre
mdtomotpcwndouenrﬂorpludlswlmmﬁmtactm;ow
flanks and scouting in front of our column. We came to a halt at the small village
ofmm-ahluuttloddontornmrtuncndmﬂh No rest,as training
must g0 Ole *

&pothhuofmmmudwinbetbelommofmhtm
owunoumtornhrnbntldoubtxt,mulnnuum-’w
-mm-mmmmanmmwmramnmman
food wes taken into Amsterdsm and Ths Hague. Tho war becomes phoney again. I do
hope no more lives are sacrificed.”
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The Hague, Holland,
2 June 1945.

mMmbﬂ-“nﬂlmdmumothh-htorm“
APELDOORN. The second and third brigades, still in the line, holding & broad front
with little or no activity on many sectors; each day the operational picture became
more confused. At the outset we wers given e group of 200 Dutch Partisiens who were
to be fed by us end employed to clesr some woods near our bn area. It had been re-
mmtmmmmmmqmmnwwatnmm
presumebly sheltered during the daylight hours in the wooded area in the neighbour-
hood. The clearing patrols were not successful but their exthusiasm wes demonstrated
when they offered the modest suggestion thet wo turmn two or three Germen FW loose to
add interest for further patrols.

Shortly after this there were indications thet e truce had been declared,
presumably only temporary in oxder to get food to the civilians, It appeared that
the Germen heart wes softening and our fighting days might be over. Then we hoard
that the Germans in Hollend intended to carry on hostilities es soon as the food
situstion had besn cleared. And this was not just idle rumour because our bde
ordered us to carry out & reconnaisance for s stop-gap rolé in the event of a pos-
sible breek-out attempt. We all wondered to where the Germans would imegine thdy
could breek but the ordors were complied with end billets requisiticned in and about
2 amall town called VOORTHUIJEN 5 to 6 miles west of STROE, On the night of the 4th
of May at eight o'clock news ceme over the redio that the Germans in Holland and
Northwest Germeny had capitulatod., It is understendeble that this ceme as no great

¥; the truce for delivery of food to the civiliens, and e receat conferance held
by senior allied and Gemman of ficers had appeared to most of us the logical fore-
runners of an inevitable and not too distant collapse. On Sunday morning & true
thanksgiving service was held by Hon Capt Respson in the bn ares. And et 1200 hrs
we were placed under commend of 3 C.I.B. Pirst Bde H.Q. wo learned, were slated for
occupationsl dutiss in Berlin, with under commend the Edmonton Regt and others at
this time not disclosed. The HPER and RCR were eccordingly u/c 2 C.L.E.

Knowing we would have a definite occupetional role to play, and with the
VOORTHUIJEN job washed out, the bn stood ready to move to the west of Folland.
Needless to say rumours were rifs; the iaple Lsaf, 'feeling its cats' with the
recent relaxation on security regulstions hed us destined for Rotterdam, another school
of speculators spoke of victory marches in Amsrsterdam.

Finally on the morning of the 7th wa roceived the greatest message of all,
short end with no trace of embiguity - "The unconditional surrender of the German
Forces was signed at 0141 this date to be effective at OO0l on the ninth. All
offensive sction by the AZF is now finished®. And that nigit we received ordsrs
for the move; with scarcely time to draw a bresth (or heave a long sigh of relief)
we completed loading and our convoy passed & bde point at 0630 hrs the following
morning.

Our destination was DEEFT, smell end historic villege five miles SE of THE
HAGUE, The brigadier had cautioned us that the people were in a fremzy of excitemsnt-
he had been one of the first of the Allied Officers to visit THE HAGUE area the
previous day, and two of the windows of his staff car had been smeshed by the
pressure of the crowds.

Orewling at slow couvoy speed along the north bank of the NETHER RHINE, in
the grey dawn, and moving through ghost towns laid waste by shell fire from Allied
positions amcross the river, we were quite unprepared for the events thet followed.
For several miles the road was lined with rations of every descripticn - ewsiting
transportation to the greater populsted areas - but still no civilizns, Then we
" began to see them, Happy, amiling, gay with the roysl colour orange. We saw them
first in tiny groups by the roadside in front of their houses, waving flags, shouting,
cheoring, and tossing flowers, Then as we drew closer to UTEECHT and the larger
cl:ll.;: great crowds pressed sbout us, at times bringing the lesd vehicles to & stand
at

We finally reached DELFT like a whols battalion of 'Lindburgs' and made our
camp in = lerge school with more than enough space to accommodate the bn. We were
plagued by people wanting food, cigarettes, and sutographs. We had esten a meal
by helf past three end felt detter prepared to deal with a continuous stream of
civilisns old and young alike. Some were seeking employment, others erxtended invita-
tions, end e great many were cerrying valuables - watches, rings, jewellry of every
description - t0 barter for cigarettes. "Smoking for father™ became the all too
femilier ocry from the children who hed been refused cigarettes on grounds of
Juvenility.

During the late afternoon the Brigadicr was able to give the general picture
regarding our part in the unconditional surrender; the bde had been given the rot too
unpleasant task of collecting and detaining a portion of the Wermmcht in Holland,
This wos to be carried out by concentrating the Army, the Navy and the Paramilitary
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forces in scparate sectors, disaming them, end denuding them of all war materials.
This phase completed, they were to be marched by land route to Cermeny with only

sufficient tpt end supplies to expedite their deperturc. Our perticular allotment
was to be the Parsmilitarists viz the 5.S. both Germend and Dutch, end the Gestapo.

With this in mind, and after a brief reconnaisance for accamodation on the
mmmorhcmntlmmtbupumcupnmammmmm
the morning of the ninth. &mminthoﬂugnﬂngmﬂchermsemmm.onh
more intense then ever.

The evening of our arrivel direct lisson was established with Gen. SCHUNGARTH,
the hesd of the SS in Holland., Eis heedquarters were in the wealthy residential
muonormmmmﬁnazmmu'mpdoﬂ'uahupformumaaus
rounded with an anti-tank ditch and innumsrable obstacles end bounded on one side
by the oceen. mm.dthmddofnmtomurthmu-revxn. The
ccamwu:mdommuumwmummmm-umzm
utmnmorrmmumumnadmzuymudwmﬁa
the instructions given thems

It hﬂbouMpnqrmmbegmmwhnthcemdonnwhor
their own sdministretive work as possibls. In the disarming, stacking and listing
of azm, weapons and supplies, we &S supervisors were well asccommodated with German
fatigue men.

‘nudinnmcwoooubemonmmmathlowﬁthawcoyu
charge, and continued for the next few days with verious SS and Gestapo groups coming
in from outlying districts. Bach day Bde H.Q. demended a 'parade state' of the pumber
ulmdyme.pmddw,uathnmboroxpocudm-mamwmr‘dnm
submitted by the Germens themselves.

On Sunday the 13th all members of the bn not busy with guard duties
sttended a victory Thenksgiving Church Service held after the civilian service in a
Protesteant Church. Is it necessary to say, that, even in its rather depleted stete
aftor Cansde lesve, the pipe bend aroused wide interest end unprecedented epplause.

T4sas for personsl justice and revenge, quite justifiable, in consideration,
resulted in a number of shootings and attempts on SS persomel which were a great
source of troubls to the allied forces; snd this was en itch rather difficult to
seratch as we could not exercise the Nazi type of iron discipline which might termin-
ate such bebaviour. We did however, post proclamations to the Dutch which were en
appeal, with no pretense at threatening whore we couldn't stand behind our threats.
Fortunetely this wae productive and no other incidents were reported in our area
with the exception of one sttempt to steal rations from a German dump. With the
mejority of our charges behind wire thoy were reedy for the sccond phase - namely,
the extraction by Field Security of p.rsons alreedy classified as war criminals,
This was carried out very efficiently; some of the high ranks and arch criminels
in point of fact, were not called out at this time but loft for employment by us.

The next feature event was the Victory Parsde held here in the Hague and
attended by representative groups of Cdn, Br, and Dutch forces; D coy and members
of the pipe band represented the bn. The parade seemoed doomed to only partial success
from the outset, Queen Wilhelmina was not abls t be present anl the weather man
fevoured us with a very wet continual rein, But if the victory parade left us un-
moved we wore able to sheke this lothargic state at a very spirited officers dance
held the same night, EHighland dancing was a perticular feature of the evening;
ballerinas from a dancing school in the Hague put to shems the most agils of the
junior officers even though the former had had only e very few lesscus.

This last week had brought us neer the end of our tesk in the surrender
operations and all eyes ars looking to the west. Now one thought dominetes,one wish
is the common wish; one questions prevails - may we soon go homo.

Perhaps this will be the last of the letter reports but you should all be
well warned to prepere for long evenings of one way conversation - them all ths
necessary omissions and dsletions from this and previous letters will be told and
retold, SO get your grains of sslt reedy end your tongues in your cheeks."

12th June, 1945.

"We are still in The Hague but expect to move to a Div Concentration area
very soon end go back under Comd lst Bde.

1st Cdn Div. had a tremsndous parade in ROTTERDAM last Sunday 10 June., The
So the Bde & Divisional Sports Meet by big
margins. Ammy Sports Day is next wook, Had en exceptionally fine Officers Regimen-
Brigodier Johnston, Lt.-Col. Perker,
son, Major Benton and seversl other 48th offieurs serving outside the
soe the Brigadier and Parker sgain. We put them up
for the night or I should sey moming and they left in the afternoon for their
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respective H, Parker having a four hour drive,

We are losing quite am-berofmaomltxwti.ton-bykmmtm
Drafts, Far East Drefts and Occupational Troop Drafts, but still more men
pmmgupmmmmromtmm-. Tne strength of the Ba at the present
time is 1035, 54 being officers. We are sll striving to meke them good 48th
persomnel.

oinwunwmmmmmmm»n
Assn. lscn_do sppreciate so much what it has done for this Em
in

Brig. W. W. Southam, E.D., arrived
recovered from wounds received et Disppe but has bean seriously i
since., Fortunastely he is much better and all hope
T. Werren, Lt. Isn Douglas, Col. C. D. Gossege and Capt. Peter Griffin, ¥.C., have
returnsd to Toronto. Major A. ¥. Macpherson has retired. Mejor Douglas Deeks is
2 ifc Regt.; Lt-Col. W, W. Darling, D.S.0., is on staff Trensit Cemp near NIJMEGEN,
HOLLAND

:
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Mhnboonmt.msmtmhsummnagt.ﬁubcmthou
pnmdm;tothehrm.

I1.0.D.E.
Garnival a great succoss, resulting in a profit of about $7,000.

45t EIEIADIRS' ASSOCTATION

Flans ere being fommulated for the reception of the Regt. on its return but
unnotbonu.uudbocmuofmkotMmtﬁmunmdﬁmtmduh.
pear future is the finding of suitable jobs for thoss requiring them
asked to 4o our utmost individuelly to assist. If you know of suit-
the 2nd Bn,OrdsrlyRoom, We. 7803, or the Ssereteary, 43th Highlenders
istion, 97 Yonge Strect, Ad. 5535.

SECOMD BATTALTON
1t.-Col. H. Cassells, M.B3.E. and Officers extend the hope thet all officers
from Overseas will visit end use the Mess. Word hes besn received of the safe
arrivel of 50 kilts sent to the Regt. Overseas. mngnthbgt.amﬂdm
and we ara ndvised permits all men going cn lsave t0 be properly outfitted, OCepte
John Slatter, K.B.B., and Lt.-Col. R. Cory, 0.B.E., were docorated st en investiture
held in Toronto, 17 June,

BER
g
gées

45th OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION

. 14.-Col. George Alexander, M.C., hus retired; Captains Christie Clark,
Graems Wetson =nd W. C. Barclay have been eppointed to the Regt. Reception Committee;
Lt.-Col. J. A. Dansersau having served in many eppointments from Angust 1840 to
August 1944, hes retired; Ho was C.0. A-13 Training Centre, ARVIDA Area Defances,
21 Cin. Inf. Bde. and lastly at Longue-Points Ordnance Depot. He is now with Quebec
Gov't Dept. of Lends & Forests. He extends an invitetion to look him up wien in
Q\nmequnﬂottontodoamunshcm!ortha Rogt.

The period of publication of The Bulletin is probably drawing to a close.
Allotumduplythhonc.o.'amdoGMrmucummmm
time and trouble to write so fully end thus mede it possibdle for those at home to
be kept informed of Overseas developments,

M. ¥F. NERAN,
Secretary.
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THE CONTENTS OF TEIS BULLETIN ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND HAVE BEEN PASSED BY THE
REGIONAL CENSORS OF PUBLICATIONS
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NOTICE OF MEBTING

The Annual Meeting of the Assooiation to receive reports, elect &
Committee and consider other business will be held in the Mess at
8,30 P,M, FRIDAY, 17 MARCH, 1944,

First Battalion

Lt.=Col, Ian Johnston has been cwarded the D.5.0,, Lieut. B, 8. Eby the M.C.
and Sgt. Ellison, the M.M, .

Major J. S. P, Armstrong has been appointed Agent General for Provimse of
Ontario in U.X.3 A/L%.~Col. T. Warren to staff General omery; Capt. M. Stearns to
A4.D.0,, G,0,C. 2nd Cdn. Corpsy Major Aleo MacPherson, C.0. Wing, No. 4, C.I.R. Unitj
Oapt, Wilson Catto recently received the E.D, Major George Renison is G.S.0.2, lst Div.

Coy., Commanders in Janusry wero - "H,Q," Capt. G. W. Beal, "Support" Capt.
J. A, Wilson, "A" Major J. C, Clarke, "B" Major F. C. Molaren, "C" Major E, C. Rawlinge.
"D" Mejor J. R, O. Counsell,

p Among the much regretted casualtios was Capt. E. N, Heighington, who was

killed in sotion. He was a son of Angus Heighington, a former Officer of the Regiment,

Letters have becn received from Lt,~Col. Johnston, D.S.0., and Major Alee
MaoPherson, thanking the Assooiation for gifts and sssistamce. Christmas parcels have
roached the Reinforooment Coy, and latost advice is that those for Bn. and Advanced
Baso Ooy. are safoly en routo,

Best wishes haye beexn received from Brig. E. W. Haldenby, M.C.., Lbt.=0Ool.
Jo B, Ganong and Col. J. E. Willis. :

Our Base Depot Reinforoement Coy. is oommanded by Cept. D. S. Mills, formerly
of the Q.0.,R, He is doing a splendid job of inouloating the 48th tradition into rein-
foroemonts. In faot, he hopes to bo absorbed into the 48th himsolf shortly!!

The following letter recently received tells of the Regiment's motivities

since the last report.
"9 Jan. 44

"I am not the least bit ashamed of not having written to anyons since the
end of November - we have had other things to do., I believe my last letter to you was
written from Cempobasso early in Nov. when I was just getting over jaundice. I don't
mind who you show my letters to if they give any person any plessure or interest - that
is what they are for. I trust you to do amy necessary editing,

Campobasso itself was not much of & rest area for us, Immediately we got
there wo started feeling forwerd with patrols and in no time we had Companies out in
oontast egain, Before I had recovered the Bn. was ordered to capture a town oalled
Torella, Benton commanding., This wng no easy feat as it was moross a deep valley from
our forward position and was the top of a high pramontory some twolve miles away. As
atummmmmwummumw»mr.uuphe
days mangeuvering Banton wes in position to attack the town itself. A Coy.
with tanks, was ongeged for a time on a frontal atteok but

hoavy stuff = & pretty demoralizing experience

mmmmm-m-wqmg-m.mwmn-
equipped, Never has the Unit been so "Regimentel" es then, S5pit end polish paredes,
billet inspections, flags and bands. BEmerging from owr ocellars we found Torells a
partisularly dirty little mowntain town whish the shelling had not improved. The
natives hed either stayed throughout or retwned as soon as it was gquiet, so what with
.mwmmbym.nmwwwsuundwmmh.
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however 1t had to be domo us the weathor was turning ~ and it wns dono. The mtives

a are to cither side but soon sterted ths racket of
bleming us for stoaling ell sorte of cmazing things During this timc most of the men
g0% 48 hrs, leave in Campobasso whero they wore put up at the "Bosver Club® run by the
Auxiliary Services, ocould 8 movie and an E.N.8.4 show and generally get some rest.
Por ths officers thore was a hotel run by Forbos Thrasher and an offisers! Club. There
mmmuwmmtmmnmurmtamop‘:nlnmyonnandﬁntwnmdry
oxoept for some very bad wine at the officers! Club. However 1t was a dmmn good effort
on the part of A branch and I think the men appreciated it. During this same period
Guosge Ronison and I went to Naplos.

November we got orders to move to the Adriatic cocast just after
» T. %o just in front of Termoli end marched up in
go through the British Division that did the
orossing. As tho British had them the run thoy didn't wait for us to go through
witil wo had reachod the Moro. msnamndnlymopuummnmmdcm
for o oouple of days under shell fire waiting for the operation to be teed up., It was
an unusual operation, the river itself presented no obstacle %o infantry but it lay in
A deep ravine which was defended., Tho operation on a Div. soale wus protty oamplioated
8o I will only docoribe our part in it. On 8 Deo, wo crossed tho rivur at dusk and much
%0 owr surpriso gainod owr objootive with vory little opposition but somo ocssualtios fram
sioll five, Owobjoeuwmth.monm”otu@mmtmdbyﬁnnnqotﬂ-
¥oro and a doep gulley about the size of the Rosedale ravine rumning into it. On the
othor side of the gulley was & town, S. Leonardo whioch was the koy to tho situation.
S.Xnomﬁomhknuby&wl.c.k.lbwtmnnhm. In tho moantime we were not
%on oomfortable boing -bm’ contimously, being supplied by mule, boing subjest to
wi deferce. The worst part was the shelling - agein that
'aulphnroeungudlmortbnnbepnto;etntnuytbduyvithonmideot.
511% iremoh. However it worked out all right in the ond, Aftor the capbure of
S.loomrdolhdtonndhocqu.eodorexﬂit,ﬁnnnnoebrcu’ to capture a small
“omn salled Latorre which was found to be ebandoned. Finally I sent C. Coy.. my last
Jay., up beyond latorre to some high ground overlooking the main Ortona laterai road.
This Coy. under Bob Handley had some good fun - they arrived on their position after
mmmn-mmmrmmu-umamwm:r:-aalym.ont
nmntooontucm-hemooptmdmdocupdﬂmnmm-iehmndehihm
+orry. Handley sought permission to attack which wos refused = was attaskod at 0700,
The Coy. held its fire beautifully, opemed et olose quarters and egoountod far 27 Cerry
without a soratoh to themselves, After this I was sblo to assemblc tho Bn mear
8. Loomardo whils we toed up for the next attaok. It was a terrific show buing a right
M%mthansMﬁmG«rymmem. Tic had overy
possible kind of supporting ams, 27 officors attonding my orders of which about soven
wore from the Unit, Most of this support made a nolss of some sort so at soro all hell
broko loosc, We moved up very close undor the barrago, somotimes right in it, and such
onomy as stuwok it out wore too dazed %o fight when wo got there, Tho unit supposed to
Wumwunucmmmummwm
Again we sat in slit trenmches with no vehigles, no guns and rati

g&

ton Sangro orossing.
wisy stages waiting for ouwr chanoe o
on

were
the other two Units tried to oross the same oountry we had in daylight without

88, On Christmas Eve and Day we were ontirely out off with no of any
and onoo agein were in slit tronches being shelled - however the looal fams

ed some food and no man went reelly hungry. Clarkson's batman cookad us n oake
out of oormmeal with a melted emergensy rution for chosolate ioing and walmuts found in
a decoration with "Merry Ymas" written on it with his Pinger, On Christmas
night the R,C,R. mode contaot with us and ow rations and amo
noxt morning the Gormans counborattacked with two Bns. and we fought them off all
mo: « At noon three tanks joined us and we proceceded to mmear him, killing 45
omﬂdm“mumruttMoMotr

:
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stayed in that position a few more days, then got orders %o atbeck
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soross & valley to ospture the towns of S. Nicols ard S. Tommasso, I was back at rear
K.Q.bﬂusultﬂonhoﬁ.rcnow“htmwuﬁt 0 handle it,
The Bn, orossed the valley before first light with no opposition and

in daylight = dirty hand to hand village fighting which the boys did very
first experience. We ogoupied those towns under very heavy shelling for ton days
moved out today to & oomparative rest ares.

I am afraid the sbove is & vory skotchy and not very eoloar account of the
battle, It toushos the main actions only and doss not memtion the oonstant patrolling
and the minor brushes with the enemy that were taking place oonstantly. I will elaborate
Mtomkmﬁhormﬁmmmwsmmta-w&mtnm.rtb
Canadian private is, Since orogsing the Moro the fighting has been constant, unrelenting
and heavy with verying degrees but constant shelling or mortaring. The oountry is very
m.mtmwma-nmpmmutumw'homthhu
m.nqmmammwmmmtmhmmqmwbm-w
bohind you. Tho weather has boon cold and very wet with unbeliovable mud. On New
!ur'ulnmrymhmtuhd-uhnurtohnpm&omhdtom
them. PFor over a month even I didn't change my underwear and I had my boots off twise
and I am o pamperod baby oampered to the men, They had no greatooats, no blankets, no
pup tonts, no ground shoots = only a gas oape Through all this I have never heard ome
muoueupldntmdﬁxokcpirttom:utuﬂshwum“-hrbd.

rwnuuxm-mcurw-xm-nywumuunumu
always grab the best house. I oan always find business in the rear area when I want to
ptwquituﬂlmwndmhcpn-oﬂﬂnl“slup.

I am torribly proud to be assoointed with these mon."

Seoond Battalion

Membors are requestod to uso their influence to obtain reoruits.

Associate Member Moss Fees = Resident $5.003 Noneresident §2.00 anmually =
are now duwe and should be sent to Liout,W.E, Parker, 15 King St. W., Toronto, Members
who do not now bolong to the Mess are invited to join.

Heartiest ocongratulations are extended to Capt. John Slatter who oelebrated
his 80th birthday recently, He and his band are going strong.

Assooiation

G. B, Chisholm, M,C,, D.X,8. has been pramoted to Major General. Brig. J. P.
Girvan, D,8,0, appointod Commandant at Brookvilley Lt.=Uol. Philip Tidy, ¥.C,, Central
Ordnanse Officer, Torombos Lt.~Ool. J. A. Demsoreau, from whom best wishos wero recently
roooived, is now stationod at Longue Pointe Ordnance Dopot.

Best wishes have been received from Col. P. P, Hutohison, Ocmmandant The
Black Watoh, (R.H.R,) of Csnada, The Black Watoh Bulletin is semt to the undersigned and
oan be geen at his office.

The Seorctary would appreoiste leerning the addrosses of Romald G. Archer,

8. Olemett, Lt.=Col, V,D, Guilford, W.0. Jones, Major N, F. McKee, Oapt. M.M, Phillips
and W, B, Venner, Meil addressed to these officers has been returned.

We are again appealing to owr Members and friends for funds in order to ocarry
on. We aro amxious to do moro this yesr and feel sure every one who oan afford to do
so will desire %o help. butions, whioh under existing laws, are free of
Toaminion Inoome Tax, be sent to R. S, Dunlop, M.C,, Fimanoiel Secretery,

460 King Street West, Toronmto, The enslosed form may be used and oontributions are
ogually as satisfeotory if made in instalments. To date this year oontributions
totalling $1632.50 have been received from 40 members, Last yoer 51 members
contributed $2,605.685.

A large turnwout is pertioularly desired for the Anmml Meeting. It will be
the first gathering of the Association in same time and will provide an opportunity of
making suggestions whioh will be weloamed, An effort is being made to obtain a
returned Officer to address us following the Meoting., MAKE A NOTE OF THE DATE ==
FRIDAY, )7 MARCH, 8,30 P,M,, ST. PATRICK'S DAY, in honour of Lt, =001, Malons]

The Seoretary will appreciate receiving items of interest for inolusion in
future bulletins and sdvice if you ere imcorreoctly addressed.

M, P, NEWMAN
Seeretary,
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IT.-COL. J. R O. COUNSEIL, D. S. O

Joined the Reg't in 1939. Greduated from "Maybins
Military Academy". Proceeded overseas in Aug. 1940 and
has served with the Reg't almost continuously since, es
platoon of ficer, eadjutant and Co'y Commander, becoming
C.0. in April 1945. Home--Toronto; Married.

FIRST BATTALION

Anong the greatly regretted casualtiss in Holland = Lt.-Col. D.A. Mackenzie,
DeS.0., Capt. Barold ¥eCutcheon, Lieut. J. F. Williems, killed in action.

Ite=Col, Macksnzie succeeded Brig. I. S. Johnston in Cormand of the Reg't and
wrote the letters appearing in Bulletins 19 and 22, To his family and those of all
other fallen members of the Reg't, the Officers' Assn. extends sincerest sympathy.

Lts. J. Pickering end H. R. Grent
have been ewarded M.Ce

Col. Beverley Matthews has been sppointed A/Brig; Lt.-Col. G, Renison, C.0.-
Hastings & Prince Edward Reg't; Major Harry Perker, late 2 I/C Lake Superior Reg't,
to A/Lt.-Col. in command ¢ivisional school., Msjor Blair by, M.C., formerly adjutant
and steff Captain 12th Bde., now commends 48th base Co'y, Major Hamish MacIntosh is
Bde, Major amd Major H. H Cassels, Staff Cept. on Cdn. Bde. chosen to go to Berlin;
Capt. W. Catto attached Cdn. Amy staff, Weshington; Capt. J. L. Henderson, retired.
M¥ajor Alsc MacPherson hes returned to Ceneda., Brig. W. W. Southam was liberated
25 April by U.S. 3rd Amy and is expected home in the near future, Lisuts. Ien
Douglas and S, B. Reld are reported elso liberated.

The following letter written at Ses, by Lt.-Col. Mackenzis, D.S.C., continues
the marrative of the Reg't's experiences. It was forwarded by Lt.-Col. Counsell
after Lt.-Col. Mackenzie's unfortunate death.

At Sea, 12 Mar., 45.

"The Italian episode is over. Only e few moments ago the shores of this un-
fortunate country faded from view, for this morning tls bn set seil from Italy and
without, I might add, eny noticeable regret on the part of anyons. In this lettor I
shall describe to youtbomtldncbhnnuedth past two and & helf months and
the rather nomadic wenderings which directly preceded our embarkation.

At the close of my last letter I mentioned that the bn had moved into reserve
just before the New Year, This made it possible to celebrata the advent of 1945 in a
pleassnt, though mild, sort of way. For soms little time the men had been in the
habit of libersting damestic livestock on deserted farms end sending it back to "X"
Area where a 45th Ranch had in this way been established. Now 2]l chickens, ducks end
Turkeys were killed, plucked and cleansd and brought forward to edd to the already
gensrous supply of baby beef from the sams SOUrce. Fowl and beef combined with EF1
beer made a most successful dimnner followed by a C.W.A.C, show and moving pictures for
the mon., The Warrent Officers enl Sgts gathered at the invitation of the officers

in a cold bleak bam of a place where their hearts were quickly warmed by sherry, gin
and cognac, &S you may recall operations neer ORTONA forced us to abendon this happy
custom last yeear.

ms:n“nhdtogotmwbumumumﬂthnnfon-wdfm
w.pooitunJustoulm&mmmmthem'uwbowuc
counter-attack role to repulse ti@ mahoummaw:omuuwvtmm
mmuu-tmbmmpmaam-mueorzmﬂlmnm This was
ummyugodpbmmuuuty-lvmmtm permitted us to *
munnu;nwmum'nmmmu.mwm.rm



and 2" mortar competition; the first won by Capt. George HEAIE'S Coy ("A") and the
second by Lloyd SMITH'S Coy ("D"). It was at this time, too, that Padre EAST and
RSM CROSSLEY, each in his own wey en outstanding and almost legendary figure in the
ba, left on medical grounds and have since returned to Englend.

Mid-January saw the bn in close contact with the enemy, after relieving the Wast
Hova Scotia Regt on the EAST bank of the SENIO RIVER, As it was not at that time the
intention to launch an attack across the river, activity was confined to sending out
recce, fighting and stending patrols end miping teams as well as laying on harrassing
fire tasks with 3" mortar, 25 pdr and MMG. The Gemmen unite on our fromt were not
lscking in aggreesiveness and, as they edopted the seame tactics as we were employing,
our three weeks in this sector were very lively indeed, md comprised a long series of
scraps between small groups of Highlanders aml Germans. On one occasion e German
patrol crossed the river, climbed over the dyke on our side and took two prisoners,
one of whom eluded his captors by bresking away eand rolling down the dyke wall,
though he was wounded slightly while doing so. Emboldened by this incident, the anemy
attonpted a more daring atteck. After being subjected to & beavy concentration of
mortar and shell fire, the outpost position of "B" Coy (commanded by Capt. MLE. GEORGE)
was attacked on both flenks by & strong enemy force which crewled over the dyke onto
»3" Coy's positions. The outpost opemed fire end despite the darimess destroyed a
large part of the force and drove the remainder back to their owm lines, Howaver,
Jerry did not confine himself to climbing over the dyke, but on one occesion burrowed
30 feet through the base of it. Aan O.P, from "D" Coy discovered the opening on our
side of the dyke and ths resultant fighting patrol, finding the tunnel occupled,
meted out the fate that all good NAZIS deserve.

Such incidents as these kept us busy day end night until our relief on 27 Jan.
45 when we moved to the town of RUSSI for & period of rests The word "rest" probably
does not adequately describe the period, for in asctusl fact tle whole battalion was
a veritable hive of sctivity from Reveille until Lights Out, the deys being filled
with routine inspections, training, bath parades, shows, etc. Each coy vied with the
other to produce the cleanest billsts, the best turned out men, and the smertest guard,
Caremonial guards were mounted every day in the town square folled by retreat played
by the pipe band. Our stay in RUSSI, was very short but, on the last evening there,
1 Feb 45, we managed to hold = mess dinner, The FMC, George FENISON and ths rest of
the committee made a concerted and eventually successful effort to convert a rather
war scarred Fascist public building into a true Gaelic Banquet Hall. Jmong those
piped into the hall from the crowded bars (of which there were two) were Lt-Col
Do C. CAMERON of the Hastings and Prince Edward Rsgiment and Nejor AsSehe GALLOWAY,
2ifc of the R.C.R. This dinner turned out to be one of the hsppiest and most amusing
we have had in this theatre.

munauebbnmmmlma«uvm As in the last position
unmnctcnnodwontopmmntttwkandduringthomlcottmen&nn
were in Bde reserve; our chief role consisted of manning a switch line position to be
bn in the event of an enemy breakthrough on Italian-held positions on
mwﬁtmknﬂn-tt-ptm.nrum‘ummm Other positions were also
bonndhcmoton-ypamtntionbcmﬁomronu\lbuorthobda.
At this time It Peul PENTLAND, Pioneer Officer, had his hands full attempting to
maintain ths ons and only route by which sipplies could be brought forward. The mad
deteriorated so quickly thet within 72 hours of our arrival it was impasseble to all
vehs except jeeps. We seldom have cause to complain of inaction, but so littls
heppened during our tour here that everyom found life & little dull and were accord-
ingly delighted when plans for our relief on 23 Feb were finalized.

When the relief was completed the bn moved off in TCV*s to a concentration area
on the coast of ths ADRIATIC; later we egain moved off, in packets of 10 to 12
vehicles each, driving SOUTH through RIMINI, RICCICHE and on to ANCONA then WEST mile
after mile to the foothills of the snow capped mountains far sbove us. We roached
finelly, fer up in the ins, the remote, medieval village of MONTALTO. This is
a strange town. In-mttu@zhcupnblaofmummthnulndnmhtth
population has diminished of recent years until a scant 600 remain, By far ths
strongest influence is wielded by the Monastery of the Holy Order of St Selvador,
situated on the highest pert of the town and commnding a view on every side. From
huu-nyunlqmummunml-ybonmoamlwmmu‘um
and in the velley below. The town dwellers, regardless of how poor they may sppeer
tobe,.nmplm-dlmdonmumuu,hndnrkodhymhnmmnm
live on it and till it end deliver to the owmer in town tie larger proportion of the
profits end produce.

Some wit dubbed the monks the "MONTALTO HIGHLANDERS". One afternoon during
mramng-.ctvolhyb-n-lampodbamom-m@:uﬂmpﬂ&oounnd
Snipe Pl end the meek looking monks in their long flowing robes. The monks won!
From the Mopastery a narrow cobbled incredibly steep roadwey leads down to a public
sguare and ttmh-romtthohaganornmmumdeuhdqtonomﬂbytho
playing of "RETREAT" by the pipers, a spectacle which never failed to draw the entire
population of the town. !t-smw,mco—ndm'c’m,m—ltbﬂm
nmmmumm._mmmmmm-mtum
in SICILY.
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We left MONTALTO on 3 Mar 45 = just eight days ago - and have spent the inter-
vening time largely on long vehicle moves and on fimal premrations for embarkation,
which was carried out at the Port of ILEGHORN. The bn embarking on four different
ships, OCne Liberty and three LSTs."

The following is an extract from a letter dated 26 April, from Lt.-Col.
Counsell, D.S.0., in which he sends his best wishes tO our Assn.-

"You can well imsgine it was also a terrific shock to all of ue when Don was
killed., He was & very fine chap end an excellent commanding officer. His loss to the
Bn is = grest one as he held the respect and confidence of every one who served under
him. To-day we hsld e memorial service at the small cemetery in which sll the men are
puried who were killed during this last action, 18 in all, The graves are in a row
elong the top of a dyke and Don's grave is in the centre of the row. The cemetery is
located in the small village of Wilp, Holland and before the service which was at
1030 hours the locsl Dutch peopls decorstcd the graves with hundreds of flowers. It
really was & besutiful sight eml & very nice gesture. Pictures will be forthcoming
and although the colouring won't show up, ons cen use their imegimation. A dozen
different varieties of freshly cut flowers amply placed on every grave helped to make
the service & very impressive one. Brig Smith attended along with 18 officers and
120 ORs and the Pipe Band. I will mail you & progrem immediately and send forward
photographs when they are available.

Ihanbemgimcmﬂotthantbrtxchlunrypmud. It is not &
nice way to get the promotion, but that is war, I intend to work hard at making & job
of it and if I cen do half as well as my predecessors I will feel quite happy. Every
commending officer of the Bn during my short career has been an excellent one and have
set a very high stendard. I will strive to keep or reesch that standard,

Fortunately for me the 3n is in fine shepe so I have no ground work to do. 'n-
officer personnsl is excellent and they have pledged me their support.”

SECOND BATTALION

_ Cept. John Slatter asttended his 50th consecutive annual Church Parade with the
Reg't. on Sundey 29 April. It.-Col. J. E. ¥, Scagrem has retired as C,0. being
succeeded by Lt.-Col. H. Cassells with ajor G. C. Hendrie 8’2 I/C. Amusl baseball
night held May 15th. Camp dstes June 17 - 30. Associate Moss membership Annual fees
are now due and should be sent to W, E. Parker, 15 King St, West, Resident - $5.00,
Non Resident - $2.00.

45th CHAPTER 1.0.D.E.

Amual Carnival will be held in Maple Leaf Gardens, Saturday, 2nd June. All
members of the Assn. are urged to give support by ettending if possible.

a“ . .

97 Yonge Street

Officers for 1945 are:~ G. Loveridge, Pres.; H. Ralph, V.P.; J. Campbell, Tidd
Treas.; Jemes Fleming, Sec'y. Annual ducs $2,00.

ESCIMENTAL ACCESSORIZS

Rathtone & Co., have wide webb belts in Reg'l colours at $2.50, Reyon Reg'l ties
at $2.00, The Q.M. 2nd Bn has glengarries; Reg't ties in wool at $1.25; swegger
sticks; falcons; buttons, etce

48TH OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION

Retirements: Lt.-Col. Es W. Brookfield, C.O. Res. Bu. 2/10 Dragoons; Lt.-Col.
Geoffrey Machell, No, 10 I.T.C.; Major R. M. Murray, R. C. Engineers; Major W, H.
Boswell, Tredes School, Hanilton,

We regret to ammounce the death of F. L. Cook, 20th April 1945 end S. Clemett
sbout 18 months agoe.
The Annual meeting was hald in the Mess 13th April.
Major C. M. King, in absence of C.0. 2nd En, welcomed the members and
them for their support. Major H. W, Murray in opening the meeting, requested that all
1st and 2nd Bn Officers be informed that they are members of the Ass'n, All 48th
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Officers, past end present, end regardless of original unit, are members sutomaticelly,
subject only to epprovel of the Committes. The financial statement for 1944 was
presented and showed receipts from 107 members (including $1,300. from Officers of
2nd Bn.) of $4,042,61, from friends §2,620,65 and profit from "Baseball Night" end
interest of $1,075,88. After expendfures of $4,686,70 the balance brought forward
amounted to $4,201.39. The President expressed keen regret at tim absence of Col.
Uichie, our Honocurary President, through illmess, Be peid tribute to the work of the
1.0.D.E., The 014 Comredes' Assn, end their ladies Auxiliary, expressing the belief
that the newly formed 48th Highlanders Asesn. coneisting of representatives of the
Reg't, 1.0.D.3. 014 Comrades' Assn, 014 Comrades' lLadies Auxilisry end our Assn.
would perform & vary important function. In conclusion, he thanked the members Dr
the finencisl end other support in tie past, called for its continuance as the nsed
for funds will probably increase im the future. B asked each member to take unto
himself the perscnal responsibility of doing overything possibls to aid in the
rehabilitetion of men of the Rsg't by asaisting in finding suitable peacetime employ-
ment, otc, A Committee of about 20 wes chosen for the current year of which the
following canstitute the Exscutive Committea:-

Major H. W. Murray, Pres. Major B. V. Chambers, M.C.,1st Vice-Pres.
Capt. C. T. Clark, V.D., 2od Vice-Pres. Major 2, W. Bickle, V.D., Trees.
Lieut., R. S. Dunlop, E.C., Financial Secretary Capt. W. Proudfoot, M.C.

Capt. M. F. Newman, Secretary

Major Chambers and Cepte Proudfoot appointed representatives to 45th Highr's
Assn, |

We are greatly indebted to the Cen. Red Cross Socisty for purchasing emd
shipping parcels on our behelf am to Msssrs., Clarkson, Gordon, Dilworth and Nesh
for again suditing our books without charge.

A shipment of chocolate and soap is being sont to Reg't.

The Secretary should be advised of chenges in address, corrections, etc., if
you wish to receive futurs bulletins,

M.7. NEWMAN,
Secretary.

FOTICE
We regret that in all probebility the lists in the Bullatins of thoss killed

and of thoss decorated ere not complote. Omissions will be included in future issues
on receipt of perticulars,
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FIRST BATTALION

Lieut.-Col. D. A. Mackenzie wes recently awarded D.S.0., A/Col. B, Matthews "Mention
in Dispatches”, Col. J. A. Hacfarlans has bean promoted to A./Brig.

The following letter from C.C. continues the narrative of the Regiment's
experiences in Italy:

28 February, 1945.

"I believe my last letter recorded events up to our move into rest just SOUTH
of RIMINI. Hore we hopedtoamtorlttirulongperlodwm the armour of Eighth
Army "swanned" out ontc the PO VALLEY. However, in this we were doomed to disappoint-
ment and by the second week in Cctober it became obvious that the SCIDIERS were
needed once mors. Thus it was that on the 9th October we were forced to give up our
comfortable end pleasant billets on the ADRIATIC end move tO0 a concentration area
near SANTARCANGELO prior to foming a bridgehead over the FIUMICINO R.

The plen for the op necessitated this Bde relieving a British Bde which had
reached the line of the river about a week previously, then crossing the obstacle and
forming & bridgeheed on the other side. The plan from there was not fized and de-
pended on the smount of opposition which we encountered in the initial crossing. It
was thought thet once ths bridgehead had bsen established another formation would be
pessed through us moving up Highway 9 and astride it with an axis of the Highway
itself, MWplmedlodtwamubddywnthtmm“th right and
curselves on the left,

During the morning of 10 October in a drizzling rein, e recce was mads, from
an excellent but rather "hot" OP of the ground over which the bn was to fight. As
the day wore om, it became more end more cobvious thet the Boche had pulled out and by
evening our suspicions of at least & slight withdrawsl were confirmed. At an "0 Op
held at Bde HQ that evening we learned thet certain modificetions in previous plans
had been brought about by the suspected withdrawal of the epemy, the most important
of which was the emingotcommuonoflumwbrmaa which it was hoped
would be completed by first light. Thie would prevent the necessity of baving to
men pack everything we owned, particularly heavy wireless eqpt which is awiomrd to
carry, in the initiel asseult.

As it turned out, the two assaulting coys crossed at first light without op-
position end by 1500 hrs the bn was firm in its outer bridgehead position. We were
then told Mourﬂd.omldbrukoutof&habrlﬂpbulnﬂndmccnpmm
This battle from the bridgshsad position to the outskirts of CESENA wasn't duck soup
but certainly had all the variety of Heintz best vegetebles. It included an advence
to contact, the breeching of minefields, night advances and set place deylight attacks,
enemy counter attacks end counter attecks by ourselves. Everyone in the forward area
incl "F* Zch experienced NESELWERFER and Arty Stonks rivalling our own in intensity.

Mines, booby traps and road blocks were all encountered, the first in consid-
ersble guantity. On ome occasica our Plonser Officer, Ken HIDSON, and a small perty
otploummdumyussm-m:ﬁo-nmym stretch of mad. An
mtmwﬁichwtonmly dlmvemdmanoatntmubhdhbonul
obstacle line. Time bombs ere one instrument of war which, until then, we had never
encountered and becesuse of this and its uniqus character considerabls interest was
aroused. Our first information wes a message in cods from higher formation stating
that an enemy wireless communication had been intercepted and that this communication
-uhutmto-tma—oliumhm.nnocmmwthbm All coys were
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warned accordingly. Half an hour later a stick of plastic HE was found in soms
rubble surrounding & cistern in the cellar of a house used as B Coy HQ. "Mike"
GEORGE, commanding B coy, at once ordered the house to be cleared and the cistern
to be investigated. The search was not in vain. Soms 50 boxes of plastic HE (each
containing 25 sticks) were found and together with them enough gun cotton charges to
£i11 a receptacle 3 ft high and 2 £t in diameter. Under the charges had been placed
20 rounds of 88 mm EE with the nose caps removed and in the midst of them, wrapped
in cloth, was & time charge with a "clock window". Later examinstion showed that,
at the time of discovery, the clock had only a fow hours to run before ths explosion
was due to take place. The enemy's intention, in this very elaborete subterfuge, was
doubtless to destroy & command post or headquarters of some sort because the building
large, well-built, with @ basement impregnable to shell fire was ideally suited as &
headquarters.

During the earlier stages of the battle the ground was somewhat reminiscent of
the battle for RIMINI in that the enemy held high ground which ensbled him to cause
us some very unplessent moments indeed. However, when we geined possession of the
ridge on our laft we were able to offer Jerry no small dose of his own bitter pills,
Although our coys were mainly on the flat ground, our TAC HR with its host of support-
ing ams representatives had a commanding view of the battle field and despite the
enemy's efforts to raze it to the ground, the obssrvation post remained intact and
invaluable for the direction and control of fire support. It was at this stage that
we were abla to usa to very good effect the tanks which hed previously been too
greatly bhampered by mines to be of any real assistance. This battls, while it did
not result in a very extonsive sdvance, did, however, give us the satisfaction of
having inflicted seversc casualties upon the enemy.

After our relief during the night of 19/20 October the bn moved back by march
route and RCASC transport into a reserve role between RIMINI and SANTARCANGELO. We
now invariably refer to this ares as the "Mud Hole". It was little else, The bn
was on low flat ground which was completely inundated by torrential reins during our
first week there. As there was not more than ons smell house in sach coy locality
most of the men were under canvas or such other shslter as they wore abls to im-
provise, However, in spite of the slements we got slong scmehow, The bn was very
spread cut and it was impossible to carry out any degree of refitting or reorganiza-
tion. It was here that Freddie McLAREN gave a dinner party so successful and

thet such parties have now become the nommal practice in all coys after
a tour in the line. It was eseentially the men's party. They were seated in a bern
et rude tables made from planks, e partition of blankets separating the festive board
from 4 white oxen and about 20 pigs and the whole scene illuminated by candle-light.
The senior NCO's acted ss mess weiters and there was beer and music in sbundance -
2 pipers, a piano and an acoordion.

We hed at this time what was somewhat grandiloquently described as an
"Officer's Lounge” consisting of two very mmell,windowless rooms; adjoining was a wee
cubby hols from which, fortunately, there came a fairly constant stream of cognac,
kummel, strega and the inevitable "Itie Gin", every drop of which was required to
make us oblivious of the cold as there was no means of heating the place. On ons
occasion we invited a number of officers in the Bde, including the Bde Comd, t0 an
"AT HOME". This consisted of a moving picture in a large merquee, that was blown
down shortly afterwards, and a buffet supper in the lounge.

On 4 NOV. 44 we moved and the remainder of the month was pessed quickly and
pleasantly with the bn in & rest area between RININI and RICCIONE, the same area in
fact where we concentrated after the Battle of RIMINI in Saptember. After the initia
refitting and reorganizing of the bn hed been accomplished a fairly rigorous syllabus
of training wms followed, considerable emphasis being placed on asssult river cross-
ings - & phase of training which we were destined to practise later with the hatad
Hun as the chief spectator., In addition to such training our days end nights were
crowded with tacticel demonstrations, study groups on all levels, lectures for
officers and NCO's, visits by the Bde Commander andi tne GOC, company dimners, moving
pictures, a memorial service on 11 NOV. attended by Bde HQ, the other two battalions
and curselves and, for some, leave to ROME or FLORENCE. We were told to despatch as
many as 80 men at one time which enabled nearly everyone who was due for leave to
get awny., Also, during this period a Mess Dimner was held st which guests of honour
were Brig. JORISTON end Lt-Col. DWRLING then commanding the PIDG. The Brig made a
very amusing speech after many false starts caused by everyone singing "See Him
Smiling® and "0ld Ian Johnston is a good old soul™ whenever he tried to make a
beginning.

During our stay between RIMINI end RICCIONE the whole battalion was very
comfortably installed in billets, As December and the cold weather approached make-
shift stoves of every conceivable design made their appeerance throughout the areca,
Cil drums and 2" mortar boxes with drain pipes used as chimnsys eppeared to be the
favourite models, Together with the cold weather ceme orders to move NCRTH agein
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uxtouttoa;Mﬁuttm.mmm,mhew.mnotm
moves from one concentration ares to another that brought ue on 5 DEC. 44 to a point
NORTE of the recently captured town of RUSSI, and a few miles SW of RAVENNA near the
famous (to us st any rate) LAMCNE RIVER.

Bmwtoﬂ;&nﬂlyphnmdﬂnttuobnwumm»kmuﬂnme
but severel unforeseen developments eerly on 5 DEC. 44 resulted in the 48 Highlanders
bohgphudmdermsmmwtoummtionitmtomntbm
RIVER to secure and expand e bridgshead on which further operations to the WEST would
be based. The Bde was to attack on a three bn front with the 48th Highlanders on the
lsft. The river itself was very deep, fast flowing and about 60 fest wide at the
places selected as launching points. Thirty foot dykes, on either side of the river,
&ropping steeply in the weter, promised to hamper both our initial leunching and the
asssult on the opposite shore., Nor did it add to our happiness to know that the lins
of the river and dykes was one of Jerry's registered defensive fire tasks. The
terrain both on his side of the river and curs was incredibly flat, having few useful
points of vantage from which Arty, mortar end MG fire could be directed across the
river. The enemy had one very ussful OP, a church tower which he did not fail to
upmymmormmnmsmmeuwpunmuammmmnu

It was et this stage when preparations were being made to launch our attack
across the LAMONE that Major F. G. McLAREN was fatally wounded. His last message to
the men of his coy ("C" Coy) was cne of good cheer end encouragement to get on with
the battls.

The bn plan which was communicated to the coy comds at 1400 hrs 6 DEC. 44
for a crossing cn & two coy front with "B" Coy crossing on the right and

"i" Coy on the left. Both Coys wore, initially to form a tight bridgehead and sub-
sequently fan out to the NORTH and WEST, with "C" Coy then crossing the river to
take up a position between "A" and "B" Coys. When the bridgehead was again fim with
these three coys scross the river, "D" Coy was to cross with a two fold role of
protecting the crossing point and of providing a counter attack force to aid tho three
forward coys. The sssault power of A" Coy was increascd by the attechment to it of
16 pl from "D" Coy, and "D" Coy itself, with under command the Scouts and Snipers,
made a very fommidebls counter attack coy. The bn was to be supported in this venture,
particularly in the opening phases, with a very comprehensive fire plen which in-
cluded two regiments cof field and medium guns, 3" end Hvy mortars, and JAG's. Asssult
cquipment bridging, Mae West life prescrvers, and a Class IT raft, this last tc be
constructed by an RCE Fd Coy after the bridgehead was firm and to be used primarily
end initially to get 2 pdr A/Tk guns with jeep 5 cwt towers into the bridgshead.

At 1800 hrs on 5 DEC. 44 as the coys were prepering to move to thoir respective
forming up places prior to the attack, H-Hour was postponed, for 24 hours. On the
following day the oporation was sgain postponsd, this time indefinitely. For the nsxt
fow days the coy positions remained unchenged and the days passed almost without
incident., The weather had deterioratod somewhat and rain hed caused the already
swollen river to riss still further. Enemy activity consisted mainly of heavy arty
stonks and sporadic MG fire and other small =rms fire from the dyke along the far
side of the river where the enemy were well reinforced and emtrenched.

H-Hour for the attack was finally fixed for 2130 hrs 10 DEC 44. By midnight
three coys wers across despite tho fact thet ocur metal foot bridge hed not been a
success and a number of bosts had been sunk by enemy fire., By first light on 11 DEC
the situation wes well in hand end cur bridgehead positicns consclidated. Our bag
ﬁmmnm,mmcm.wamw-ndmnomhmmmp

The next phase involved expansion of the bridgehead end exploitation %o the
VECCHIO CANAL stout two milss to the WEST of the LAMONE EIVER. Meny factors &t this
stege limited our edvance., Chief among these was the enomy, and not least was the
unrelisble communications with the EAST side of the LAMONE., By the afternoon of
11 DEC only one Mk III Asssult Boat remained in operstion, the Class II raft had béen
sunk and s0 often was the pontoon bridge (which succeeded the raft) kmocked ot by
shell fire thet it could not be rslied upon as a channel by which supplies could be
brought forward and casuslies end prisoners evacusted. Other limiting factors were
the lack of gocd observetion posts for the FOO's and the impracticability of employ-
lutmhmmwmmotmmucanuumofmgmnd.

The next 10 days seemed to be & nover ending round of fighting petrols, stand-
ing patrols, short night advences, set piece daylight sttacks end strong, determined,
enemy counter attecks - a period of stiff hand tc hand fighting against o vory
stubborn enemy, who, when he was overpowered, had the unplessant habit of leaving the
erea liberally strewn with Schu mines end box mines.

The day before Xmas I was abls to move three coys back ssversl hundred yards
tc a reserve position - much to their delight and mins. There tiley spent Xmas day,
had a bottle of EFI beer and chocolate sent by the Officers Assoclstion, saw one or
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two moving pictures, opened their Xmas percels, which had accumulated
battle, and hed a much nceded bath, """ Coy, meanwhile, was still in
unmmumummuvmmmmmwmmt
that had established a bridgehesd there two days before. Their Xmes dimner
NuwwbymdawmcMMymf
Xmas day. While we could not relax completely on the 25th, yet this b
was very much appreciated.
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SECOND BATTALION

The presentation of Testimonials by the Oity of Toronto to Next-of-Kin of
approximately 150 fallen Toronto members of the Regiment was a great success. A
emofmmulym.nnmmman.mdarc_ﬂothm!.‘!.
VWhyte peraded with the 2nd Bn. It is estimated that there were over 1,200 in ell at
the coramony. Lt.-Cols. Kicol end Lambert and Major Perker were officiating
chaplains, Following dismissal coffes and sandwiches were served to 2l1l. Seventeen
officers of the lst Bn. including Mejor T. Mackie end Cept. H. E. Cameron who just
murmwmm,-u-oagm»nmmm-u

OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION
Itmﬂahtomcivozhauﬂetinaﬂﬂmthmnmotehnpiaddnu.
Your nsme is removed from list if meil return. The Bulletin is sent on request to
48th Officers not now receiving it.

Itl.mpdthtmnmﬂymommﬂnddnutbml
-etmgcfthnorﬂuu'mhtmtobehnummbuna:ao&l.on.. SR
1

ERIDAY 13TH AERIL 1345

M. F, NEWMAN,
Secretary.
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FIRST BATTALION

Among the much regretted casusltios reported since tho last Bulletin were -
Lieut. D. M, Dickie, Lieut, D. S. Snively, Cept. J, i, Wilson and ¥ajor R. P. Lyon =
all killed in action.

Lt.=Col. I. 5. Johnston, D.S5.0., E.D., has been pramoted to Brigadier. and
Major Alec MacPherson to Lisutenant Colonel. Hajor J. C. Clarke has been awarded
the D,5.0. and Lieut. J. H. E, Clarkson the ¥.C. lajor R, L, Morry, E.D., recently
retired on mediocel grounds. Col. J. B, Willis is on sick lsave pending probable re-
tirement.

The retirement of Brig, Johnston from Command of the Regiment is greatly re-
gretted by ell ranks who realize, howover, that his pramotion wes well earnsd. 3rig.
Ealderby, in & rocent lettor, advises that a farewell ¥ess dinner was held on
23 June in en Italian Pelace locatod on a hill top. Tho Great Hall provided spacec
for a U-shaped table, and for tho Pipo Serd to perform, smong the sonior Regimental
Officers at the dinner were - lajor D. A, Meckenzic; Major D. W, Benton; Capt. 3. S.
Buy, M. C. Adj.s Capt. G. A. Fresor, H.Q.Co.; Capt. G, W. Boal, "A" Co.; Capt. D. B.
Deeks "B" Co,; lajor E, C, Ruwlings "C" Co.; Capts L. G. Suith "D" Co.s Hajor J. R.
0. Counsell "Sup." Co.

The following letter dated 28 Juxc continuos the narrative of the Rogiment's ex-
poriences in Italy:

"As you will havo boen told, I have loft the 3n to take oomd of & Brigade. It
is Jan, since I wrote you e full account of our doings, tho dolay was causod beoause
we were static during the winter and I did not want to write about operations still
going on and until now I have hesitatod to write about the Gustav and Adolf Hitler
linos. I sco that the nmmo of tho Bn has been roleased in comnection with this

My last letter was written whon tho Bn was in Bde reserve early in Jan. & couple
n in a static roll forward of Villa Grande.
This was not a partiocularly happy arca and wo wore there for same woeks. The area
was 111 River - tho country fairly open with Gerry
woll dug in on tho stoep bank on our side of the river. The far bank wes higher
than the ground wo were on and the country fairly open so thet we wore under observa=
tion in deylight = at loast the & B¢ Coys werc., This meent that the men
lived in their slit trenches during the day = not moving unless thore were covered
approachos to their trenchos. ihon we first arrived the shelling was fairly heavy
but it let up gradually and there wore fow casualties owing to the slit tromches, it
ﬁ@tndﬁtlﬂorpmnncbddmbﬁn'ﬂom'-hnd'. There was no de=-
fonsive wire or contimuous trenchos or anything of that sort - simply Coy areas laid
out in defensive localitios for ell around dofonco, one or two mon to & slit trench.
iile in this arca the weather wns fairly decent. It was here that Ted Heighington

E

Aftor about threc wooks of that we moved back to the reserve Bn position again
and had about a week in an ares where thers was little ghelling and we could clean up
a bit and have a look et each other in daylight,

Then the whols Bde was pulled out for ten days to an area on the coast beyond
long range Arty fire. This proved to be fairly miserable as the weather twrred very
bad with sontimwous rain, the roads into the erea becoming quagnires and requiring
& tremendous emount of work to emable our meintenance vehicles to got in, After
ebout & week in this area our Bn moved back same distance to practise river crossings
on the Biferno River., This was a good go for five days. All the men billeted in
golid buildings in a camparetively clean town more or less by-passed by the war, To
got right sway from the scemes of destruction was a good morale builder, Also the
training in small boats was good fun and interesting.



“ﬁrmhwtbn-mwmmmuutornmtbr-pnhth
1ine, The Bde was on the coast with two bns up and one in reserve. All Ba admin
ereas being in Ortoma itself. Now started the long grind two weeks in each Bn area
then start all over egain, In the forward areas the troops were again under enemy
observation and no movement was permitied during the day. But the shelling had
lessemed considerably and the weather wes so foul thet pl positions were sighted near
buuun‘-nﬂnrthnnmtmny.mdnutotthsunnpontmctotthirﬂ-u
these buildings. There was a good deal of night patrolling to be dane and we gained
camplete domimation of "No Men's Land™ but failed to capture many Germans. Gerry
-nnud\ghmonﬁnrnmlaocitiaulndhejmudn'tmstau. Ve made a
few attempts to inoh forward on o smell scale without ruch success. By this time it
mmwwmmt-mwmwmrarmm:mtmmm
sorious attempt to push on. In the reserve Bn area things were considerably brighter
-ww-mmmwnm“quummudmnmnmuq
shelling, Throughout this whole period casunltios were very light but it wms a de-
moralising period with the weathor and the seaning lack of success,

Towards the end of April we wers &t last relisved and went to Campobasso for a
mkmm“mmhinumnmnnlmdw?o“hfuumk'sm
with a British Amy Tenk Reg. Then to en aree on the Volturno near Caserta for a
week's river crossing treining. By this time the weather kad definitely broken for
fair and Spring was with us. Leave partics were sent to Bari, Pompey and Naples.
Ve wore rid of the filthy Italian houses and living outdoors again. Ve became very
Regimental, lMorale went wmy up. The training wes interesting.

Then came the 11 Moy and we know things had started. Very soon we moved
mmmmmmthyomodﬁumﬂm”rwuummmmm
made the crossing. Ouramromhtotbomﬂmmrndirthukwhiohmuin;
eu.ni.uZMnnitmmtmnqoponuon. However we motored up in lorries.
Ina-un;wmotmmsdulmjutuhmmjnpthtmmﬁouﬂ

were in, This mcde us all very mine conscious which was not too
hmummnmmtoonthaotbaramofthnriwruuhm.lyviﬂlninu
pew shunine made of wood which is best detected by stepping om it.
hod no casusltics from mines until the very last day we

mnnonbitotjoobyusroruodny-munpuudﬂxroughﬁncbr
Division. Then we pushed off from a position where contact had been lost. We moved
Mmmm-mlwhmhtmuwmhormwmup
supported by a troop of tanks. On our left flank was the Liri River and on our right
ridge about two hundred fee w.'mmmmmmd-nn-eup
1000 yds wide, We had gons about two miles when we bumped
mmirlymuymruum&nmyamttmwi&m
pushed on without support to the Bn objective. Here young Smively and
met same rather heavy opposition which they defeated captur-
ing considerabls equipment, handling their pls extremely well, In the meantime have
sent & Coy up onto the ridge on our right. Here they met a
nemy in very sirong positions that they could not overcome.
I reinforced with amother Coy who attacked without much success just before night-
fall. mrmcoynntupentomsnobjeeﬂnaororth-n:l.dzenmsyut
in two, After mightfull the Germans counter attacked the two Coys on the objective
Mark 4 special tanks, For tho first time the
by the light of 2" Mortar flares were able to

i

nemy had withdrewn from off our front altogether. Tie had
mwm.umtmgmm-mtmmu.
killed many and captured about fifty. Our own casunlties had not been anything Iike
what we had inflicted on him - morale ran high. We consolidated on the Bn objective
uﬂ&.npnlh.doninbmukingupnpouuonjwtbotmhrk-hhhmloohd

monqmoptbnnmmm-ndmm"m
were on a patrol. Deve and one other being captured. That night we were shelled and
mortared and received some ¥ M G fire but casualties were light.

The following day we moved up to @ cleser position overlooking the Hitler Line

where we sat for some two days. Tps on the fwd slope were under observation and we
h-dtohmmumutbdwhuumrwomewmhﬂnrobuﬂv
tion of Gerry than he had of us. There was a certain amount of sporadio shelling

him every time he moved which was fun.

lad with wire and an A/Tk ditoh over-
sides. It was more or less conceded
the péople on our right teed up and
in time, One of owr patrols in broad
back with same exoellent information. A

58
g%

f
£
gk
g%
2 f
E’
18
bR

1
8
ig
i
g8
*g
1
i
8

i
:
H
g
s
§
%v
g
gp
4 i
BEY

:
§
3
E
:
i
i
]
§



-3
Unit on our left patrolled right up to his wire and stayed there.
mmmmmxmomutomompmmuammu

enemy withdrew, We were the only Unit positioned for attack and we were to sttack
sarly the next day supported by a Sqn of tanks. There was little time to button up

:
¢
:
:

had
llowing day & Sqn of tanks joined us in the bridgehead and we started
it was very sticky going all day. By
top of the hill which was our initial objective but we
mention-
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us considerable trouble and was only
ums knook the rubble off then piercing the turret with
the

chase began again this time with few enemy
but some hard merching. ie made contact & couple of times but he went wwmy very
quickly. halt and another formation went through us and we
have taken it quiet ever since.

?

I sm afraid the sbove is all very sketchy but it covers s considerable period
and there are many details as to dates, places and the warious Units who fought with
us that I do not think should be mentiomed yet. For the historiens there will be
the War Diary and Reports on all actions which have already been prepared,

It has boen a oonsiderable wrench to leave the old Bn., They gave me a dimmer
before I left which vied with any I have ever attended in the old Mess, so they
haven't changed much - one excuse is as good as another."

In & recent letter Brigadier Johnston expressed his sincere thanks to the
Assooiation for its backing and support during his temure of command. Ho pointed
mmtmmdmauw-c-mtblptommhotﬂwm-
ment.

48TE ARTERS IN LONDOI, ENGLAND

Organized largely by Lt.-Col. Alec lMacpherson, e Regimontal Centre has been
established at the Maple Leaf Club, Moreton Street. Vauxhall Bridge Road, 8,W.1, in
charge of a group headed by Miss Jane Mclaren. Regimental accessories may be pur-
chased and informetion obtained regarding all ranks in U, E. Members and friends of
the Regiment when arriving in England are requested to commmicate with Miss Mclaren
at this address. This Centre should £il1 the great meed for a central clearing house
for information etec. in London.

SECOND BATTALION
Capt. John Slatter was recently swarded the M.3.E,

The Mess recently received the gift of & sideboard fram Nr. R. Rae, late Presi-
dent of St. Andrews Society. This is & most welcame addition to the Mess furniture.
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SECOND BATTALION(Cont'd,)

The retirement is announced with regret of Capt. W, V., Perguson, Capt. G. R,
Marant and Lieut, R, A, Stewart, Tho BDatialion completed a very successful Camp at
Fisgara on 30 June., A fizal wird-up wes @ baseball gams played at the Armjurics -
Sergearts 18, Offiocers 16. Pwalss ers discontimed until Friday, 15 Sept., amd
during thiz period the Mess will bo cloged, It is the singere wish of the C.0. and
Officers that members of tho Asscelation meke greater use of tho Mess by coming down
more frequently and in grecter mumbers.

Disoussion is underway with the hope that samething in the nature of a meeting
place, or & programe of soocisl evenings, can be arranged for men returned from Over-
seas,

48TH CHAPTER I1.0.D.E,

The Carnival was a great sucosss, resulting in e profit of about $5,800. A
shipment of cigarettes was sent recently to the Regiment,

OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION = 97 Yonge Street.

Returning members of the Regiment are extended a cordiel invitation to make use
of the Club Rooms. All are welcome and Officers in & position to do so are requested
to make this known.

ASSOCIATION

We regret to armmoumnce the desth during Ney of Brig. G. H, Cassels, C.K.G.
Lt.=Col. L. #. R, Sinslair, D.5.0., M.C., has been appointed G.S5.0. 1, X.D. 2.

The Baseball game resulted in a profit of sbout $1,200, This satisfactory re-
sult was almost entirely dus to the efferts by all ranks of the 2nd Battalion and
the members of the Old Camrades Association. The Association is greatly indobted to
these Organizations for their wholshsarted support. A shimment of chocolate, razor
bledes and gum is en route to the Regiment. Ve have been sdvised of the safe arriv-
al of 50 kilts sent Overseas same time ago for use of the men going on leave,

The Secretary will appreciate learning the addresses of the following:
Major P. P, Aoland, M.C.

Major D, ¥, Campbell, X.C,.
Lieut, W, M, Seith, M.C.

o

leese advise tho Secretary if you ere incorrectly addressed, and pass your
the Bulletin to other Officers not on the mailing list, who may be interestw
will be added to tho list on request,

2,

copy
ed.

|

M. F, NEWMAN,
Secretary.
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LT.-COL. IAN S, JOHNSTON, D.S.0.

A son of the late Strachan Johnston, K.C. Bducated at Ridley College,
R.M.C., Osgoode Hall, Lawyer, (Johnston, Heighington & Johnston),
gingle. Joined the Regiment in 1930, Procseded overseas as Capt, and
Adjutant Dec., 1939, subsequently becoming Coy. Commander in Sept. 1940,
and later 2 {/c., Awarded D.S.,0. for gallantry and leadership in Italy.
His older brother, R. W. S. Johnoton, is a Coy. Commander, 2nd Bn,

First Battalion

Held first mess dinner since leaving Bngland on Feb., 19, About fifty-five officers
attended and from all accounts more than maintained the standard set for such affairs
by the 15th Bn, Senior officers at the time were Major D. A. MacKenzie, 2 1/c.,
Capt, B. S. Bby, M.C., Adj.; Capt. L. G. Smith, H.Q. Coy.; Capt. G. W. Beal, "A%}
Capt, J. A. Wilson, "B"; Major E. C. Rawlings, "C%; Major J. R. 0. Counsell, "D";
Major I, S. Wallace, “Suprort".

Brig. Haldendby adviges that he visited the Bn, which, from reports received by

bim, has made a wonderful reputation. A letter has been received from 0.C., the
Base Coy., commenting on the splendid type of reinforcements coming forward, He
mentioned, also, how well they were outfitted with Reg'l. accessories. This is most
important in view of the present system of reinforcing, and the Reg't. is greatly ine
debted to the 1.0.D.B., who have sent overseas a constant supply of touries, blue
puttees, etc., which otherwise could only have boon obtained with great difficulty if
at all, C. D, Cossage has been promoted Colonel and is A.D.M.S., 4th Division,

The following is an extract from a letter dated 28th Feb, 1944:=-

"We have settlod down to a queor sort of existence which must be rather like the
last wer and is in many ways like regimental 1ife in England, Owing to the dirty
weather and mud conditions, there is virtuslly no fighting with a static line and some
patrol ectivity with considerable shelling on both sides, Insofar as is possible, all
men live in houses as cover from the weather, and we shift Units and formations to
take turns at the Zood end bad areas, The forwnrd areas are uncomfortable and wet
with patrols to be organized and men standing to at night. In the rear areas we clean
up, have baths and movies and drill parades and study groups and tactical exarcises
Just as in Zngl=nd. All pretty dull compared to the race through Sicily and up Southers
Itely, Preswably when the weather improves we will get on the move again, Our answer
to the armchair critics is that they are dloody impatient, If they had known in July
that by February we would be whore we ere with Italy surrendered, they would have been
pleased, Julius Cassar had more sense then to try to fight in the winter, and he had
no vehicles to move."

Second Battalion

The Quartermaster has an enquiry for claymores, dirks and skean dhus, and would like
t0 hear of any that can be purchased., He has for sale officers' buttons, cast falcoms,
swagger canes, glengarries and some second-hand uniforms.

48th FIGHLANDER CHAPTER 1.0.D.E.

Spent $7,370 in 1943 providing comforts for men overseas and for casualties returned to
Canada, Are holding annual carnival in Maple Leaf Gardens on Saturday, 3rd June, bee
ginning at 6 P.M. All members are urged to support this event as it is the Cheoptsr's

principal source of revenue. Come yoursslf and bring friends,



48th Highlanders 01d Comrades Asan,

A. A. Scully, President $7 Yonge Street H. Ralph, Chairman House Committes

In addition to maintaining Club rooms for members only, this associstion has sant
large quantities of cigarettes and tobacco regularly every three months to the Bn,
ovarseas. A Committee visits the hospitals, Advice is given on pension problems.
The peid up membership is over 760, It administers The Heather Rifle Club of which
Capt. Jno, Slatter and Geo. Stewart (one time winner of Bayonot fighting champione
ship of British Bmpire for the Reg't,) are sole surviving chartor mambors, All
present and ex-members of lst and 2nd Bns, are cligidle for membership and officers
in a position %o do so are requested to make this known, particularly to those
gtmug from overseas, Members of our Associstion are invited to Join - omnual fee
le

AssocIATION

Aurdhobo-neoindmnrig. Southam thanking us for gift of a sweat shirt
bearing Reg'l, crest and sending best wishes to all. It is unfortunate that, owing
to regulations, we cannot mend parcels to the extant wo should like, He will apprece
iste lotters from friends, His sddress Number 4001, OFLAGC VII B, Germany,

The annual meeting was held on 17th March, About forty-five in attendance. Major
H. W. Murray in the Chnir. The troasurer's statoment chowed receipts of $4,460,
expendituras of $4,439, The resvonse this year to that dato was $1,795 from forty-
four membors and $1,855 from frionds and reletives. The Prasident expressod hope
that parcels could be sent ovorscas oftencr. HEo appealed for support from all and
stated that Lt.-Col: Seagram and officcrs of 2nd Bu. would gencrously contribute a
minizum of $1,300 in the current yoar, which would bo of great assistance, Ko
rogrottod it wes not practical for tho Associntion to do anything with respact to
next-of-kin of those killed or visit cesualties due to the method of roporting. He
undsrstood, however, the 2nd Bn, and 1.0.D.E, were doing all they could in ihis
Tregard, and was plaased thot this izmportant activity was not being neglected. Major
Cassels in the absence of Lt.-Col. Seagram, throush illness, thanked the Associstion
for its support of 2nd Bn, He hopsd members would join and mske use of the mess.
The Committee was re-clected and following the meeting Capt, Hamish MacIntosh de-
seridbed the Regiment's experiences in Sicily and Italy in a most interesting manner,

Committee and Officers for this year are as follows:

Col. J. F. Michie, V.D. - Fon, Prosident Lieut.Col. E. Hibbert
Major H. W. Murray - President Lieut.Col., J. B, F. Seagram
Major BE. V, Chambers, M.C, - 1st Vice-Prosgident Major Hamilton Cassals
Capt, Christie T. Clark, V. D, 2nd Vice-President Major C. M. King, E.D.
Major E. W. Bickle, V.D. - Treasurer Major R. L. Merry, E.D.
Lieut, R. S. Dunlop, M.C. - Financial Secretary Major H. G. Pepall

Capt, M. ¥, Newman - Secretary ¥ajor A. C. Snively

Col. K. R. Marshall, C.M.Cs D.S.0. V.D. Capt. H. J. McLaughlin
Lieut.Col. G. T, Chisholm, V.D. Capt. W. Proudfoot, M.C.
Liout.Col, J. H, Chipman, M.C., V.D. Capt. Grasme Watson

Lieut.Col, G. M. Malone, M.C. E.D,

Plans are being made to hold a baseball night on 17th May (in the event of rain, the
Tollowing right) - Toronto vs Newark, Tickets from Orderly Room 2nd Dn. WA. 7509,
E. V. Chambers, EL. 2118, W. Proudfoot, AD. 9317, H. G. Pepall, AD 4563, A very
genercus pronosal has been muds by the Beseball Club through Capt. Pater Campbell,
The 2nd Bn, will parade with bands, It is hopod that a substantial sum for comforts
will be raised on this occasion but to oncure success the support of all will be
required,

It is proposed to send a shipment to the lst En. in the very noar future.

A lotter has been roceived signed by 81l the recipients at the Reinforcomsnt Coy, and
the Battlo School thanking us for Christmas parcels. Col. K. R. Marshall, C.M.0.,
D.5.0., has been on dudy with the Active Army for soveral poriods since 1939 in cone
noction with Courts Martial end Courts of Enquiry. He completed throe weeks in
February last. It.-Col. Ian Sinclair, D.5.0., M.C., is now W th the Officer Scloction
Board, Atlantic Command, Capt. R. G. Archer recently retired from the R.C.AWF.,

Capt. W. 0. Jones from R.C.0.C.

Officers® ties in rayon and in wool aro on sale at Rathbone & Co., 92 Yongo Strcet,

It will bo approciated if recipients of the Bulletin oversens and in Training Centres,
ete,, will pass their copies to other 48th 0fficers who may bo interuvstod as compera-
tively foew on Active Service are on the mailing list. Any desiring to be fncludsd
should mdvise the Secerctary,

M. F. NEOAN,
Sooratary,
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FIRST BATTALION

Hrigadler E.W, Aaldenby, ¥.0, now coroands Oau. Base Reinforccawnt Group. He
marrorly escapud drowalng sone montha ago whon tho ship he wos on eng torpodoed;
14,061, W.B, dandrie is commnding Can, Ammy Mountain Climbing Schooly Majors J.8.5
Ametrong and J M, Bowmio are Sacing ac AMGOT Courney Major Renmnison is B.M. lst
Brigade? Major 7. Warren, 5.8.0.8, lst Ulv.s Major D.A. Mackensie, 0.5.0.2, Gan, Amy
HaQep Onps. C.J.W. Proedor, 6.5.0,3, Jau. irmy H.Q.2 Capt. F. Wood; Linison Gfficer 2nd
Ulves Mogor Don, Banton ie takdig o Sendar Ofrloers ooursey Najor K.T, Whybe, Cept.

~Bardles Yolght and 14, doclurg havo Dees trassfamoc fiom the Ba. to anotber unily- .
Beior Inn Wellsce is rotimg @ /ey imjor Orawford Srown, Major W.H, Alrd and Capt, Jaok
Brown sre in Camday Major H.E, Rawlings of The Blasck Wutoh bas joiuad tho Bn,

Among the mush rogretted cusunitics in Italy wae Lieuk, W.H, Magoo who died of
soands, 6 was a son~in-law of tho Iat, Major 7N, drant,

e follmring lottor from ches 0,0, dosoribea bhe Batbtallon?s uxporiones in Itely:
“10%h Oct. 43

“Thore is an apparent lull in the fighting so it would eppear %o ba & goud time
to aontime my disacwese, My last &5 you vus aritten from our rest aree in 8leily
towmede the and of August, foll wu mal i that arva for about throc weoks doteriorating
guloidy for lack of anything %o do, I wmus msionishing bow maay men aaquired minor
eilegats just doing nothing. Sweutually I was onllsd to Div, and $old the naw ploturs
and sams days laber drowo up Yo Messina and had a lock at our objeotive throngh my
glasges, It was av uxtraordinary fweiing to be able to sit in Sisily wnder Peocotime
aovitions and look ot the objeotive for o combined cperation. Ths laat ons wo had
plannod af same Ghousand miles distange: 3y compacisou bthe Itallan landing wus a very
hachnzasd affalr - wainly besanse the ansmy wors In a mobile coadition so our intolli-
£ou0 - Wos acocesacily vepus and our pian currvapondiugly 80, owover it ali womt ——
swin sgly = we wra Cnilow-up Bde and by tho Slme we embarked wo ioww that thore was
186t opposition oa the beachos so we sallod moross the straits on a Loautifal cumy
iny sooking w moal as wo wont, On Jasding wo found our objoobives had almady boon taken
8o wo puchsd right on inlaad up Into %ne mouatains past & ocuple of domolitions and

found some oncmy on the top the followinz morning, Thess faded prehify quieikly,
and we soent o Ooy ohasling them on captwed bloyolea but we lost Zoush owlng S0 the
cemolitions so sottlad down in o lowvely siilng rescrt to wait for the englocers Lo fix
4o rouds to omable rudios, rations and supporting arms to catoh wp. Waile waiting there
we got tho nows of tho oollapse of I4aly, OBy the tims the ronda worw through it boommo
apperout that thore wore no Gerrics Jof¥ in tho Soo and the show at linploe was tho big
thing, By now thoy had sufficlent wuhicles ashore to 1if% us co wo wire taion baok to
foggio agnin und moved slowly up the B coast of tho toe. This wns e fulirly interasting
operchion as we were supplied fram tho Soa dub Gerry masaged to Loep us nt am's length
by road demclitions, By the timo we gut to Taraato the British had alrendy landed so wo
byspoasad tho heel and xoved on to the Poprin aron whioh was considured iaportant on
Aceomt o the airfielde, Still no enesy nod all this taking some time as we didn't
want to got ahead of our supply lines. At last sbout ten days ago wu made adutact for
virbunliy the first time singe arriwel in Italy, Iae first bump at Reggic had boon wory
2nor « m wore leading Bn, wore vory thin on the ground ~ oouldn®t even gut our Bn
supporting ams vp - I sent two Cuys, ons up wech of two routos sud kept two in hand,
th v Ouys dodng in otfect 6 wade Pincer mwemcmk of flve milss width. Théy bobh on-
tastedy Lo laft wnder Inn Wellaso belng mortarsd and having ©wo wmea wounded but Gorry
£104 and they mover osmé to grips, e right 4id sontuet and oimim to buve killed a
avupl. of Itclims but the Gummens 2idn't wait theve either, We chased him beyond the
it of camundonilions but mo rosuls,

"Moli tun daya or so ago we had daen moving wp in transport when €ho wilt ahoad
of us mads contact with same forve, Wa debussed and walted and during the night marchod
up %o position, Ths enamy had faded again in front of tio leoading walt after a nice
114L32 sarap, A% first 2ight we pasbed through end without aay difficulty took the next
town »ight on Gurry's hecls getling a fow sicts ot hix as he propared his last
dcoo)itions, Az in owory other show Lt was mowntuinous cowntry with fantustle hairpin
ronds aad ag usoal the batilo wes for the roads. As uswl, also, u ocouple of domolitlons
kold up all ow Yransport nad ume again aF wore ont om sur own with nothing dut amall
a8 and wore scon boyund the rangs of wirelese, Sorry tnd mado o sasty moss of the



%
wosds asd had uaed both shrapmel aad £ T % mimws, the fomor of which thank God we by-
wosred hnd Joft thoe oivillans Lo blow thamselvos wp o

%% finaliy found him in o very strong position ligatly hela with boddas but samo
alys long rungs woapons that kopt us ot amads longih, Ho sat on 6 long orvst with opon
w.1llcys on two sldus of him which woudd no% canblc we to gob withda rango with cur
adlor ams, B pimned twe pls, to the grousd for $hx aftornsou and mcrtarcd hell out
of th. yogt of us - howevor we suifsred few camuuliies, That mizht a oouple of jeape
zot throvgh To ua and in svnouating somo womnded ono wms blown uwp on & mine and Chester
Boughton with 8 G.3's was killed. I Aldnt witaok ot right s be held a much larger
faature on our right whish world hove mads it most wwomfortoblc in he worning nnd owr
mtrols saw reinforcements soming in by road, Tho noxt day he e 4 ns agein ond wo
did noaing and that aight ancthor widt atbaciud the featurv on tho rigid with no arty
Darpege nd wo walled onfo owr bit without opposificn « 1% had boon o stioky acuple of
days, In tho msantime & Coy wder Ian Wallase had beou working on their om agbout sewen
F4los on tho right cud had had 6 gowd ehow with She tanke Who hud ot last found o small
it of cowsbry they oould work in ~ thoy ncoounfiod for quitw e i Sorrics and
updoustodly had o iet %o & with caasing Sorry o withdraw from his main position,

Sanother Brigeds taen passed through us and Look him ca for a aouple of deye whils
%0 pulled oneselvos btogether. In the widst of dolug 8o I was ordured %o take & porfoct
Litah of n focture 1500 £t. high om tho right flank of this othur Brigude, I¢ wus o
foutore ow wovld nommlly Shink of us « 8de objochive not a Ba - Gorsy had been there
the dny bofore dud there was no real iafommation on him ~ the atiack was to bo suppartod
Sy B0 Plold and on. Mod Regt observod fiwv only. A roally big show. I tood it all wp
with o slalding hoart tnca had the ploasurw of watohing the wnit atbeok 4% without firing
a shob, AS usual ho had gono, This wasatt o cawfortedis plass to rest as ell ratlious,
hicwsts, oSa, nad to be carried Lo s Sop of this dlsody great hill where it relned and
Blow 1f% holl, Yo sconor bad we got them ull uwp Zhsro, stealing the looal maies to do
su, Wwo W gob the ardor £o row and down thoy all camw rgudn and on we wont, Tro
wtoremuntionod Brigado had pusiod on scyoral milos apuarcntly mooting ¥ith somo assunl.
Gios ond moving gquitc slowly, mostly smerose country., Wo caught ap %o thom in trensport,
Fnbussed and I was ordered to mowe dp Abous ennther sovon miles tne .xt dey. Ewuryons
leusisd saroesticnlly Dut wo moved on tho voud up %o G first dmolition by alght and
pusiwé off asross country at first lizht, I donlt think Gorry saw vs coning and wo medo
vur objoetive by 11130 but as usual wore woll ouv ia fromt of wworything with only our
onli wnan fawi-cansnrientions brokon down oo wsuwal.  Whon GOrTy SuW us thuro NG Shellod
us umereifully and for the first time in our exparlience scuntercttuo'md with omo pl.
wal, of 211 thiacs, o 8.P, gun. With all this our onsunlvios werc 1izht » one ¥illed
and Towr wounded whoreas we killed threo of his attackors and wouadod soyeral moro, That
night the roncs dohind us were repairsd end tho Lig stuf? hus buen pouring pest us over
singn, It 16 an asfully uioce fuoling o haws tho Medlum guns ahwnd -of you and the Roar
Uiv, Comwndos across thoe road.

"ioll thet 13 our simplo story iu Italy to dafe. It is inorudlble thet wo should
have boon horo for six wooks and be as far Sorth as Naplos without mory fignting.

%vou will notice that a zood deal of owr wovemsnt has beon in vobioies whioch has
woant long periods of quiet with motling %o do. Duriag thosc pariods wo mosort to nomanl
fyaining just as in Englund, Officors study poriods, #.0,0, scheols ota. with more and
nore struss on smartnoss end the uswal dissiplianry moasures. On taono ocosaions the
paad 42 o bromondous holp, mmall though it is - and dcouiiarly onough tw matiwves love
it. e didnit bring amything 1ike a complete band cgeipment owing %o the austerity of
e oombined op and the memory of our losrus in Franeo bub wo have 4hs baro opsontisls
of 10 sots of plpes, o dese cad thrue side drams,

hotior owing $o our mowe North, owe being in th moumtaimn or the latomoss of
i ya=, T am not sure which, but the woathor is dofinitoly coolor =xd ot mights is
aold, o have ohangod fram E.D. to battis dresc nnd pup tonts arc in procoss of belrg
isswsd, one por two mon to kmop them dry io €he ralny sonson which has bezun. Alzo mon
“ow have three blanketz. This is just that much wore to earry eud worry about in a war
of woyansa but is n great relief to most of the men, Porsonally I nover mindod the Leat
:.nrﬂculadymlouI!ndbounu'mmdLnittoowxhan!ttmnblouu‘totnmit
wus nover golng to rain at night. o are now facod with thoe s o)d problem of looking
for villivks wherover wo go.

'MMryulqumenubcuvm. The arid wastes seum %o
fwve Booa loft behind, Hore 1t is mountalnovs and groon but wo scaw %0 have passod out
of tho fruit bolt which is & pity. The poasants arc tic same dirty, filthy, ssapld
oraturns dut thore are moro falm-sized modern fownn with oivilizod weopls in thim -~ not
mryc:mathnuihm-mﬁnﬂma@lqnmw. For tho fifet mo in tho last fow
diye £ mon have hoen allgwod inte o of thusc towns and they arv whaving wory wil,
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mmlmmm‘au@emgdzmyﬁ.zor..imun There 1o nofudng in
Sh.pc txms for the mon to do but whor thoy werc alays ou% of beunds of 'mr,-rahu.nt
ficlds looked groon,

“The Iti amy was & bit of e prodlam for o tlwo, Afcr ths sewrrondsr wu 2lAnth
quito Imow whit to do with them as thuy sure %0 oo paay w woren®™ popored $o guard
and Zoed them wll, Thoy scom %o have solwod tho prodlen fov tlume:lyis thoogh = for
about %o wooks thoy woro oworywhore godng in all alraopioes with zruah poola on Giole
busks, Now thore are nono end prusmanbly they am il whore thoy alsngs wanbdd to bo,
in bod with thoir wivos, ohlldrem, donkoy, pigs nud ohrisiamg ™
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SECOND BATTALION

- 14 & dance at the Amaowrice o1 Pridoy, 176k Donsomor £+ all waais dnsloding
Tanilves of 18t Bu. About 1,800 in attendanos. Yiine mobllisedion S offlueds and
epprocimntely 1000 men have gon to the aotiw sorvicos, Hojwe Fraciy Johasisa, late of

1.0.0.3,
Have purohssed the materianl and ave making up Biue Putcans and Towsian for the s

Au. reinforoumunts, in addition to gonding Cihrdstmnc persols Lo tiw 33, and reinrwac-
nont companios overscas,

e
Betirementss Col, 0.E. Bemt, C.K.C, from c¢anrand 303 hescr¢ Hn. Ganadiar

Bagiveorsy Jol. ¥a, ¥aybin, M.C., some mountuy ngo. fran Celnanocy Major \lox, Simlair
fron staff Camp Bordony Major W.3. Robwea frun Pny Jorpu,

Brigadior Jumez Moss is Dopuby Adjutant Gonurnl af H.D E.Q, O%tewny Liowt. 00k,
I\ %, Sinolair, D.8.0, is Provost Marshali N.D 2; lojar G L. Booin ia Srigedd Mot <o
Cou, Infentry Brigedey Capt. S.6. Oslor is aStashod N0, H.2., Ohtum.e FIS~ib o, Angua
Sincloir recuntly roturnod fram Ovorsons, o). .0 E.Wilils asowe wwols 2xo visifed Xiabs,

Samities 1945 ———

Ceiy 4,2, Nichie, V.D., Hon,Pres, Lisut.Col, G.7. Calshaln, ¥ D.
¥ejor HY, Murray, Pres, Livvt. 0ol 6.1, Halom, 2.C.. B.D
“ajor &.V,Chsmbers,¥.C., 1st V.P, Uz ior Auzilbou Casscls
Gapt,dhristie !.Chrk V.D,, 2nd V.2, Cape. ¥ J, Hoimughlin
"‘J"' ., Biokle, Treas Hafor 3.0, lerry, 3,0.

» U.0.. l'!.mmhl Swey. njior ¥.3. Popall
ccpt WF, l-nln. Seoy. Cups. ¥ Proudloot, K.C,
Col, IR MNarshall,C.M.G,,D.8,0.,V.D, Nnjor L.C, Sniely
Idieut,0od, J.H, Chipman,M.C,,V.D, Ga=t, Orases BPnison

&% the request of the C.0. Ist Bn., wo oro surchasang nad w131 ship cvercoas 50
aow ddlts, These aro for use of mon golng on loaws. e have gemt 250 to tho 0.0,
Rsinforoing Ooy, to enable him %o puwolase cocossoriss Tor reinforecsunss mad when ras~
quired for oasualtios, Cahristmas paroels nont gvorsoss divided mu:g :'A i Roinforen:
munt Coyn, oonsisted of - 200,000 oignruttos, 8,800 ohosolate bers. $,300 packnges razor
blados, 3,800 bars of scap and 3800 pactnges alowing gom.

The Assooiation will end this ywar wilh a verr ssall beot lanee cxd any members
who hove been oontomplating making a smudscription %o apply an 194% w wpud $o0 do an
now.  Gontributions, which under poesent lnws ax: froo of Dasdnlon Fooom- Ducy ahould b
sont to R, '8, Dmlop, M.0., Pinanclia) Scorotary, 458 King 5%, Wust, o y why nil)
sond on cffloial reeccipt for tax purposcs, 1o avodd alntuoces 1L shoud Yo spacifiad i)
To apply on 1943, It is pointed out that adl expendizwros arc passod upon Yy the
Domitteo nnd that tho Assoointior La financod by voluntary coniiridubiowe, Tacyo aro no
wononl foos,

Offigors dosirdng to hawe their namws addod & tho wliing 1ist showld sdvise the
Soerotary, FPlease edvise if incorrcetly nddrossod,

A Morry Christmas, a Heppy and Vistorious Haw Year

2 F, fisames,
Ssorutery



