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A MESSAGE FROM
THE EDITORIAL DESK

Welcome to our first Falcon Yearbook, part of our new 
approach to keeping Highlanders informed about 

current issues, events and activities across the Regiment 
and expanding awareness of our History, Members, past 
and present, and ongoing Traditions.

During 2016, our 125th Anniversary Year, you will 
receive, both electronically and in hard copy, not only this 
new annual Regimental Journal, but also two of our new 
Newsletters, known as    “Falcon Parade States,”  which we 
will publish twice a year, one in the Spring and a second in 
the Fall.

The Parade States are intended to keep you informed 
and up to date regarding immediate, specific and ongoing 
events and activities in your Regiment – Active Battalion 
Training and Operations, Upcoming Social Functions, 
Formal Parades, Association Meetings, Advertisements, 
Announcements etc – and therefore, they will focus 
primarily on visual content, information bulletins and 
Regimental Calendar updates.

More traditional Falcon content – Historical Reports, 
Biographical Stories about Highlanders, Detailed Articles 
about  Active Battalion Activities and Tributes to the 
Memory of our Fallen – will appear in our new annual 
Journal, the “Falcon Yearbook,” which will be published in 
the January – February time frame of each New Year and 
offer a detailed review and reflection of what happened in 
the Regiment throughout Thus the title of our first Issue is: 
“The Falcon Yearbook, 2015.”

We hope that these changes will better meet the 
information needs and interests of all Highlanders and, 
as always, we welcome your comments and feedback about 
these changes. 

Enjoy!

Steve Gilbert, Capt (ret)
editor 

Keeping 48th Highlanders Informed!

A MESSAGE FROM THE NEW 
COMMANDING OFFICER

It is with great pleasure and humility 
that I write this, my first “Message from 

the Commanding Officer”.
 I took command of the Regiment 

in June 2015 and am very happy to 
report that the Regiment is in excellent 
shape. It is well manned, well supported 
by the Regimental Family and the 
wider community, and the Regiment’s 
individual and small unit combat skills 
remain high. In addition, the Regiment is 
enjoying a brief respite from the frantic 
pace of operations experienced during 
the height of Canada’s participation in 
Afghanistan. 

The Active Battalion, like the army 
itself, is now repositioning itself for 
success in the future. 

Militarily, this means supporting the 
development of new Army resources 
such as the 32 Canadian Brigade 

Group Influence Activity Company. It also means refocusing training on 
section and platoon level operations that enable the best development 
of our soldiers and junior leaders, and refocusing our training on more 
traditional near peer combat operations while remaining mindful of the 
hard lessons learned from Afghanistan. 

Institutionally, this means developing our leaders and redefining 
the Regiment and its place in the community as we approach our 125th 
Anniversary and beyond.

The pace of activity and demands on the members of the Active 
Battalion remains high. 

As Commanding Officer, it is my responsibility to ensure that the 
Regiment remains focused on high value activities that maximize soldier 
training or contribute significantly to maintaining our Regimental 
family and community relationships. As such, members of the Active 
Battalion and the wider Regimental Family may see changes in emphasis 
and approach to various events and activities as we move forward. 

I look forward to sharing more with you in the near future. 

Dileas!

H.s. PeDwell

lieutenant-Colonel

CommanDing offiCer  

OCTOBER 2015
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THE FALCON PARADE STATE

FROM THE EDITORIAL DESK:

Welcome to our second Falcon Parade 

State of 2015. We hope that it provides 

you with an informative review of Regimental 

activities and helpful information updates. 

Watch for our first Falcon Yearbook. Coming 

in January, 2016.

DUE DATE FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS: 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2015

FALCON PRODUCTION SCHEDULE – FEB. 2016 – FEB. 2017 
 

SERIAL PRODUCTION ITEM DUE DATE FOR 
SUBMISSIONS

PUBLICATION TIME FRAME

One Falcon Parade State 
(Spring)

31 March, 2016 Early April, 2016

Two Falcon Parade State 
(Fall)

12 September, 2016 Mid-September, 2016

Three Falcon Yearbook, 
2016 (Yearend)

10 January, 2017 Late January-Early 
February, 2017

The new “Falcon Parade State” Newsletter will keep Highlanders informed and 
current about activities in their Regiment.
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A Message from the
Commanding Officer

It is a great honour for me to be able to issue 
my first message of the new year as part of the 

2015 “Falcon Yearbook”.
The 2015 year was an important time for 

the Regiment, one of hard work, transition and 
remembrance.

Throughout the year the Active Battalion 
continued to focus on developing the skills and 
knowledge necessary for success on today’s 
battlefield.  Individual skills (IBTS), winter 
warfare and section/platoon level tactics, 
techniques and procedures (TTPs).   These 
are the core skills necessary for our soldiers to 
fulfill their roles in augmenting international 
operations or deploying domestically within 
a composite Domestic Response Company 
(DRC) or Territorial Battalion Group (TBG).  
Interoperability with our allies is also critical 
to success and the Active Battalion continued 
its long standing relationship with the 
7th Battalion Royal Regiment of Scotland 
(7SCOTS) and the American 48th Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team (48IBCT) via training 
events such as “Ex STALWART ALLY 2015” in 
Niagara and “Ex STALWART GUARDIAN 2015” 
in Petawawa.

For the Active Battalion, 2015 marked the 
first full year since the Army reoriented itself 
to focus on general purpose combat operations 
vice “Afghanistan” focused operations.  One 
would have thought that the pace of activity 
would slow down, however, this was not the 
case.  Relearning “lost” skills such as Defensive 
Operations, NBCW/CBRN and operating out of 
defensive positions vice Forward Operating 
Bases (FOBs) is a big change for many of 
our soldiers.  To their credit, this change has 
been welcomed and embraced.  As CO, I was 
proud to see how “deployment” focused and 

dedicated our Active Highlanders are, when, 
last November, the Army put out a call asking 
for volunteers to support Syrian Refugee 
resettlement in Canada.  In response, 10% of 
the unit stepped forward, more then any other 
Regiment in the Brigade.

Last June, I had the honour of taking 
Command of the Regiment.  Since then, I 
have initiated a few changes.  In September, 
A and B Companies were re-designated C 
and D Companies, respectively. in order to 
perpetuate those subunit designations.  Also, 
as we move through the calendar, I have been 
re-examining our non-training activities with 
a view to exploring how to better conduct them 
for the benefit of all ranks.

As stated earlier, Remembrance played a 
key role this year.  In April, BGEN Young and 
the 15th Battalion Project Team coordinated 
a “Great War” service to honour the 15th 
Battalion soldiers who participated in the 1915 
2nd Battle of Ypres. This event was followed 
two days later by our Annual Church Parade 
Ceremony at St Andrew`s.  In May, members 
of the OCA, including some of our World War 
II Veterans and LCol Alan Best, flew to Holland 
to recognize and celebrate our important role 
in the 1945 Liberation of the Netherlands.  
Members of the Active Battalion and the 
Regimental Family also came together and 
participated in events such as Pachino Day, 
Warriors Day and our Annual Remembrance 
Day Service.

Throughout 2015, the ongoing voluntary 
leadership from groups and individuals within 
our Regimental Associations – OCA, CSA, OA, 
IODE – was outstanding. I extend, to all of 
those Highlanders, my sincere thanks for the 
support they have provided to their Regiment 
and to the maintenance and recognition of its 
History and traditions. 

As we look ahead to our upcoming 125th 
Anniversary Celebrations, I am confident as 
your Commanding Officer, in the quality and 

capability of the strong, motivated and well-
trained Active Battalion soldiers who I have the 
privilege to lead and, at the same time, I am 
secure in knowing that I can also depend on 
dedicated ongoing support from many retired 
Highlanders, who always step up when their 
Regiment needs them.

I look forward to meeting all Highlanders at 
our 125th Reunion in May!

dileaS Gu brath!
h.S. pedwell

lieutenant-Colonel

CommandinG offiCer   

SPECIAL FALCON 
ANNOUNCEMENT:

GZOWSKI TROPHY TO HIGHLIGHT 
125th REUNION CELEBRATIONS

The Sir Casimir Gzowski Trophy, awarded 
to the 48th Highlanders of Canada during 

five consecutive training years (1965-66 
through 1969-70), and emblematic the 
Militia unit identified as the best Reserve 
Infantry Regiment in Canada, will be on 
display as a highlight of the Regiment’s 125th 
Anniversary Weekend celebrations this May.

No other regiment in the country 
was able to match the 48th record of five 
consecutive Gzowski wins.

In recognition of their contribution to 
the winning of this prestigious Award, a 
milestone achievement in the Regiment’s 
history during the Cold War, a special 
commemorative lapel pin will be presented, 
at the May 28 Reunion Pub Night, to all 
members of the 48th Highlanders who 
served in the Active Battalion, at any time, 
during that five year period.

 

For further information, please contact 
Sgt (Ret) Al Kowalenko at:  
ursa77@rogers.com
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A Message from the
Honourary Colonel

Welcome to the first edition of the Falcon 

Yearbook. 

The editorial team has worked very 

hard to bring it out as part of an effort to 

improve our communications within the 

Regimental Family.  Its publication, early in 

each new year, and the introduction of the 

new Falcon Parade State, which will come 

out at least twice a year, have been timed to 

get the information to you in a way that lets 

you plan ahead to take part in Regimental 

events and activities.   

Our website and Facebook pages are 

also being revamped, as part of a number 

of initiatives supported by the Regimental 

Trusts.  As we move forward with a “48th 

Family Strategy,” that will be released 

later this year, we will use the website and 

Facebook pages more often  to communicate 

throughout the Regimental Family.

Looking back, it has been a year of 

change for our Regiment.We said goodbye 

to Lieutenant Colonel Best and Honorary 

Colonel Newman and we welcomed 

Lieutenant Colonel Pedwell as CO and 

Honorary Lieutenant Colonel Mike Scott. At 

the same time, the Active Battalion has been 

very busy and, as we started 2016, several 

Highlanders were deployed in support of 

OP PROVISION - the Government’s effort 

to bring 25,000 refugees to Canada by end 

February.  

Several of our Regimental Family groups 

have also been very busy. The 48th Cadets 

are having another outstanding training 

year with their annual “Tartan Shoot” 

attracting teams from all over Ontario.  Our 

IODE 48th Chapter, the Regiment’s women’s 

group is the fastest growing one in Ontario 

and has raised the money to have our new 

battle honour “Afghanistan” engraved on 

our Regimental Monument during the 125th 

year.  The Regimental Association (OCA) 

continues to work hard at building its own 

membership and looking for new ways to 

support serving Highlanders.  They now 

have a “service bureau” to help Highlanders 

through the application process for benefits 

from Veterans Affairs.

We have now entered the 125th year 

and things are gearing up for our Reunion 

Weekend at the end of May. HLCol Mike 

Scott and the “125 Working Group” are busy 

putting the final touches on arrangements 

for this significant Regimental Event. Make 

plans to be there and get your tickets /

registration done now…either by picking up 

forms in the Messes or online using the new 

online registration portal that will be up and 

running effect 1 February 2016.   

As with any large Regimental gathering, 

there is still a lot of room for volunteers and 

workers to help ensure it comes together 

as planned, so, if you have time to help out 

in any capacity please let the head of your 

Regimental Family Group or Association 

know.

See you on the Reunion Weekend!

rGe

 

 
 

125th Anniversary Celebration Weekend 
27 and 28 May 2016 

 
Friday Evening 

 The 125th Anniversary Gala 
The Liberty Grand 

Exhibition Place 
Dinner & dancing in a spectacular setting! 

A limited number of tickets will be available. 
$125 per person 

Serving Junior Ranks $85 per person 
 
 

Saturday Afternoon 
48th Highlanders Mini-Tattoo 

Bands, Military Displays, History on parade 
Old Fort York 

Special seating available with weekend registration. 
 
 

Saturday Evening 
Reunion Pub Night & BBQ 
Food, music and good times! 

Moss Park Armoury 
 

Anniversary Weekend Registration Fee $40.00 
 

A special rate of $149.00 per night is available at the Doubletree by 
Hilton, Toronto Downtown from May 24 th to May 30 th.   

 
Register online at 48Highlanders.com 

Forms Available in the BOR  
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PHOTOS IN THIS ISSUE – THANKS TO: Adam Bernard, David Archer, Ian McDonald, Peter Moon, Mark McVety, Jean Miso 
WO Jason Hanson, Lazy Poet Creative, Mansoor Tanweer, BGen Greg Young, Al Kowalenko, HCol Geordie Elms

HAVE YOU SEEN THE ELECTRONIC VERSION OF THIS NEWSLETTER?
A colour version of this issue is available at the Regimental website  

www.48highlanders.com

“AN IMAGE IN TIME 
RENDERED IN BRONZE.”
15TH BATTALION (48TH HIGHLANDERS) C.E.F.

Through an initiative of the 48th  Highlanders 
Trust and its 15th Battalion CEF Memorial Project, 
world renowned Ballantyne’s of Walkerburn, have 
created a bronze statues to depict a soldier of the 

15th Battalion (48th  Highlanders) as he would have 
appeared between 1916 and 1919. 

The bronze figure stands 12 inches tall, not 
including the wooden base, and is offered at a 

discounted military price through the Kitshop and 
the 15th Battalion CEF Memorial Project. 

The first shipment of twenty figures arrived in 
June and is now almost sold out with only four figures 

remaining in stock. As new orders are received, 
more figures can, of course, be ordered by contacting 
the 15th Battalion Memorial Project at 15thbncef@

gmail.com or through the Regimental Kitshop 
(P&D Mess). You can view the figures online at the 

Ballantye’s of Walkerburn website - 
www.bofw.co.uk. 

NOTE:  If you order a figure direct from 
Ballantyne’s you will not receive the discounted price 
and you will pay shipping. Figures ordered through 
the Kitshop and/or 15th Battalion Memorial Project 
are $200 including taxes(a saving of about 30%).
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REGIMENTAL HONOURS AND AWARDS, 2015

AWARDS

Mr. Brian Rogerson – Commanding 

Officer’s Commendation

Mrs Marilyn Lowndes – OCA Lifetime 

Achievement Award

APPOINTMENTS

LCol Pedwell – Commanding Officer

Maj Alkema – Deputy Commanding 

Officer

P Maj (MWO) Lang – Official Piper 

to Lieutenant Governor Ontario

PROMOTIONS:

48TH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA

TO LCOL 
Maj Pedwell

TO LT / 2LT 
OCDT W.J. Van Der Toorn  

to 2Lt Van Der Toorn

-----------  ---------

 PTE TO CPL

Pte Rahman

Pte Siroki

Pte Rigg

Pte Tharmarajah

Pte Edwards

 Pte Sukar

-----------  ---------

48TH HIGHLAND CADET CORPS

 PTE TO CPL

Pte Acosta

Pte Anning

Pte Fodor

Pte Summers

Pte Mayer

 CPL TO MCPL

Cpl Cao

Cpl Shah

Cpl Somji

 MCPL TO SGT

MCpl Andrade

MCpl Cone, Anthony

MCpl Cone, Andrew

MCpl Ayala

Marilyn Loundes, in the company Col John Lowndes 
and other of  Family members, recieves the 1st OCA 
Lifetime Achievement Award

PIPE MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENT 
AND OFFICIAL BADGE

On 12 December, 2015, Pipe Major Iain 
Lang was appointed as the Official Piper to 
the Lieutenant Governor of the Province of 
Ontario. He replaces the late Pipe Major John 
Wakefield; another 
Highlander, who later 
served as Pipe Major of 
the Toronto Scottish. 

Congratulations Pipe 
Major Lang

LCol Pedwell and RSM Murphy with newly 
promoted soldiers: Cpl Rhman, Cpl Siroki, Cpl Rigg, 
Cpl Tharmarajah, and Cpl Edwards at the Men’s 
Christmas Dinner

Outgoing CO LCol Best and Incoming CO LCol Pedwell at the change of command table, St. Andrew’s College
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MEDALS AND 
DECORATIONS:

Canadian Forces Decoration: 

Sgt Kyle Kowalenko

Canadian Forces Decoration 

2nd Clasp: 

Capt Darling 

 

Canadian Forces Decoration 

3rd Clasp: 

MWO (Ret) McVety 

General Service Medal: 

MWO Carswell

St John Ambulance 

Long Service Medal: 

Maj (Ret) Tom White

RECOGNITION

 Op IMPACT 

 MWO Carswell: Deployed on Op 

IMPACT as the OPs MWO from Apr - 

Oct 2015. 

 Op PROVISION  

 Lt Blake

WO Ross

Sgt McCubbin-Freer

MCpl Kalabic

Cpl Blair

Cpl Ellis 

Cpl Miaco

Cpl Sukar

Cpl Zasidko 

Pte Aguilar Valencia

Pte Edwards

Pte Guitard

Pte Tharmarajah

Pte Peralta

Pte Tucci

Pte Doyle

MWO (Ret) Mark McVety receives his CD3 from LCol Best

On Op Impact, MWO   receives his GSM from Canadian 
Canadian Contigent Commander BGEN L. Bourgon

CONGRATS 
to HLCol Mike 

Scott and 

Manuela Scott 

(Domingos) on 

their marriage in 

July 2015.

Captains (Ret) Al Stark and (Ret) Brian Patterson 
present the St John Long Service Medal to hard 
working volunteer Maj (Ret) Tom White

FORMER HONORARY COLONEL JOHN 
NEWMAN AWARDED MERITORIOUS 
SERVICE MEDAL (MSM) 
On 25 November it was announced that 
former Honorary Colonel John Newman 
has been awarded the Meritorious 
Service Medal in recognition of his 
service as the Honorary Colonel of the 
48th Highlanders.  The insignia will be 
presented by the Governor General in 
2016.

All Highlanders join in congratulating the 
former Honorary Colonel on the award.

REGIMENTAL HONOURS AND AWARDS, 2015 (IN PICTURES)

Sgt Kyle Kowalenko receives his CD from LCol Pedwell

Capt Bill Darling receives his CD2 from LCol Pedwell
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48TH CALENDAR OF KEY REGIMENTAL EVENTS –
JANUARY TO JUNE, 2016

Date Trg Event Dress & Equip Activity

Fri 01 Jan 16 Levee Patrols No. 1 Officers & Sr NCOs

Fri 08 Jan 16 Regt Training DEU No. 3 Regt History / Formal Dismissal

Tues 12 Jan 16 Bn Adm CADPAT CO Coord Conf

Fri 15 Jan 16 Bn Trg CADPAT  / FFO
Tent Grp Stores & Tobbogan Prep

FA Crse Ser 1 Weekend 
BWW Crse Weekend 1 (For Op TR 16 pers)

Thurs 21 Jan 16 Robbie Burns Dinner Mess Kit Officers Only

22-24 Jan 16
Ex FROZEN CLAYMORE I

Op TR 16 Gateway Trg 
Weekend

CADPAT / FFO /
March O

Winter Warfare Indoc / Live Fire - Fire Tm & 
Asslt Grp 

BWW Crse Weekend 1 
(for non Op TR 16 pers)

Fri 29 Jan 16 Coy Trg CADPAT / FFO PFET Trg

05-07 Feb 16 Ex FROZEN CLAYMORE II CADPAT  / FFO

Pl Level Winter Def FTX (4CDTC 
MEAFORD)

FA Crse Ser 2 Weekend
BWW Crse Weekend 2 (all pers)

Tues 09 Feb 16 Bn Adm CADPAT CO Coord Conf

Fri 12 Feb 16 Regt Stand-Down N/A Family Day Long Weekend

12-21 Feb 16 Op TRILLIUM RESPONSE 16
CADPAT / FFO /

March O
4th Cdn Div Arctic DOMOPS

Fri 19 Feb 16 Coy Trg CADPAT / FFO CO Hour

Fri 26 Feb 16 Coy Trg CADPAT / FFO
Tentative FA Crse Ser 3 Weekend

Possible IBTS Range Weekend

Fri 04 Mar 16 Bn Trg CADPAT / FFO Tent Grp Stores & Tobbogan Prep

Tues 08 Mar 16 Bn Adm CADPAT CO Coord Conf

11-13 Mar 16 Ex TARTAN CABER III
CADPAT  / FFO /

March O
Pl Level OBUA Def FTX (4CBTC MEAFORD)

Possible UAR Live Fire

Fri 18 Mar 16 Coy Trg CADPAT  / FFO

Fri 25 Mar 16 Regt Stand-Down N/A Good Friday / Easter Long Weekend

31 Mar-03 Apr 
16

Ex HIGHLAND THRASHER
CADPAT / FFO /

March O

Sect Live Fire Trg with 48 IBCT (FT 
STEWART,

GA)

Sat 02 Apr 16 Garrison Ball Mess Kit Officers Only

08-10 Apr 16
32 TBG FTX - TENTATIVE 

DATE
CADPAT / FFO /

March O
32 TBG Tactical FTX

Date From 32 CBG Op Plan

Tues 12 Apr 15 Bn Admin CADPAT CO Coord Conf

Fri 15 Apr 16 Coy Trg CADPAT / FFO

Fri 22 Apr 16 Coy Trg CADPAT / FFO Parade Rehearsal

Sat 23 Apr 16 Officer's Mess Dinner Mess Kit Officers Only

Sun 24 Apr 16 Regimental Church Parade Full Dress

Tues 26 Apr 16 Mackenzie Shoot CADPAT / FFO Officers & Sr NCOs Only

29 Apr-01 May 
16

32 TBG FTX - TENTATIVE 
DATE

CADPAT  / FFO

March O

32 TBG Tactical FTX

Date From 32 CBG Op Plan

Fri 06 May 16 Coy Trg CADPAT / FFO

Tues 09 May 16 Bn Adm CADPAT CO Coord Conf

Fri 13 May 16 Bn Trg CADPAT / FFO CO Hour / Pde Rehearsal

Fri 20 May 16 Regt Stand-Down N/A Victoria Day Long Weekend

Fri 27 May 16 Regimental 125 Anniversary TBC 125th Anniversary Gala - The Liberty Grand

Sat 28 May 16 Regimental 125 Anniversary Full Dress Ft York/ 125th Reunion at MPA

03-04 Jun 16 Ex HIGHLAND STRYKER
CADPAT  / FFO /

March O
IBTS Shoot / Employer Day

Fri 10 Jun 16 Coy Trg CADPAT / FFO

Fri 17 Jun 16
Regimental Stand-Down 

Parade
DEU No. 3B
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2015 - HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REGIMENTAL YEAR

WINTER / SPRING

New Year’s Day Levee is the first Regimental Event of 2015, as members of 
the WOs and SGTs Mess are welcomed by the Officers and Commanding 

Officer, LCol Alan Best and Drill Sergeant Major Chris Reesor (representing 
the RSM) tell the traditional New Year’s Day joke to the assembled and then 
join in recognizing newly appointed Honourary Colonel Geordie Elms.

Throughout January February, March and early April, under the watchful 
eyes of RSM, CWO Derek Murphy, members of the Active Battalion 

engage in a variety of winter training experiences, both indoors and in the 
field, to develop and sharpen their tactical and operational skills.

Meanwhile, the Cadets in the 48th Highland Cadet Corps are hard at work 
perfecting their shooting skills at several local and higher level competitions.
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2015 - HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REGIMENTAL YEAR

 48TH CADET
MARKSMANSHIP

By Lt Cindy Luk

The 48th Highlander Cadets Marksmanship 
Program runs on Thursday nights 

throughout the training year.  The program 
focuses on safe handling of the daisy air 
rifle, range safety, prone and standing skill 
development, and later in the training year, 
mental training and competition development.  

Out of the marksmanship program, a 
marksmanship team is created.  The team of 
five, two juniors and three seniors, represented 
the 48th Highland Cadet Corps at various 
competitions throughout the year -the Paul 
Bawden shoot located in Guelph in November, 
our very own Tartan Shoot that takes place 
at Moss Park Armoury in January and the 
Canadian Air Gun Grand Prix at the Double 
Tree International Plaza Hotel in Toronto at the 
beginning of Feb.  

The Zones Competition then followed later 
in Feb.  At Zones, after the standing portion of 

the match our cadets held 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 5th and 18th position.  Then they 
went on to shoot the prone portion 
of the match.  At the end, MCpl 

Huang was the top shooter with CWO Best not 
far behind in 3rd position.  Cpl T. Cone was 
the top junior and MCpl Smyth was 3rd.  The 
team placed 1st, which secured them a spot to 
compete at the Regional Compitition in April.  

The Marksmanship Team and alternates 
worked hard to improve their prone scores to 
get ready for Regionals in Trenton (Apr 10-12) 
and it paid off. The 48th Cadets won this 
competition for the first time in the history of 
our unit, bumping out # 856 Air Cadets, who 
had held the title for four years, and 2799 Army 
Cadets, who held the title for five years prior 
to that.  

As Ontario Provincial Champions, the 48th 
Cadets represented the province as the Unit 
Team in the Nationals Competition, which 
took place the day after Regionals.  During the 
competition the cadets worked through some 
equipment malfunctions and fatigue to come 
out with a 4th place finish Nationally. They also 
contributed to Team Ontario placing 2nd at 
Nationals – a great achievement.  

After Nationals, the marksmanship program 
worked on developing the next generation of 
shooting athletes, with amazing results.  Five 
new cadets have earned marksmanship badges 
and our Unit looks forward to watching their 
shootong successes for years to come.
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ZERO PERCENT
Team Captain, CWO Adrian Best.

While the Daisy air rifles don’t produce 
much sound, the 48th Highlanders RCACC 

shooting team definitely ended this year off with 
a bang. This past April, the team competed in the 
Regional shooting competition (in essence, all of 
Ontario), followed by the National competition. 
5 members of the cadet corps, (CWO Adrian 
Best, Mcpl. Darren Huang, Mcpl. Max Martin, 
Cpl. Harley Smyth, and Cpl. Trinity Cone) along 
with their shooting officer (Lt. Luk) took part 
in a weekend of calm breathing, steady hands, 
and minimal amounts of sugar (not to mention 
any caffeine). After successfully placing in 
Regionals for the second time in two years, the 
team was glad to have simply competed among 
the best teams in Ontario. What happened after 
was completely unexpected.

Says CWO Best, “I asked an experienced 
shooting officer what the chances were of 
the 48th making it to Nationals as a team. I 
was told, without them missing a beat, “zero 
percent”. I trusted their opinion, and after 
having finished the shooting, figured we’d 
at least have someone advance to nationals 
individually.” It turns out both the zero percent 

and the advancement as an individual were 
both very wrong. The 48th team was on one 
of the first relays to shoot, meaning that while 
their scores were up fairly early on, there was 
still a lot of waiting to be done in order for the 
other scores to be posted. Initially, the 48th was 
in first place, but with 6 more relays to go, who 
knows what could happen?

But as the day went on, the 48th team was 
still in the lead. With several other experienced 
teams left to shoot, the team was anxious to 
find out if their high placement would last. After 
finding out they had a supposed “zero percent” 
chance of making it to nationals, the team 
decided to relax, play cards, do homework, and 
let the day unfold accordingly. However, as the 
day progressed, and more results came in, the 
marksmanship team continued to hold on to its 
first place. As it turns out, even if you have zero 
percent chance of something happening, it can 
still happen.

As the final relay was shot and the scores 
were calculated, the 48th team was, against 
all former expectations, still in first place as 
the top team in Ontario. It seems that the 
scores the aforementioned officer was looking 
at were individual scores – the 48th received 
no individual metals, but collectively did well 
enough to advance to Nationals as the team 
representing the Region of Ontario. Thus, 

when looking at the individual scores, it 
seemed unlikely the team would advance past 
Regionals, but it did. 

The Nationals simply consisted of many 
more prone and standing relays. Team Ontario 
(the 48th unit team as well as 10 qualifying 
individuals) achieved second place overall in 
the final standings for all of Canada!

(Photos taken from Central Region Cadet - 
Facebook page)

SPRING / SUMMER

On 24 April, the 100th Anniversary of the 
2nd Battle Ypres, the 15th Battalion’s 

first major World War I Battle, the Regiment, 
under the leadership of BGEN Greg Young, 
conducted a formal Memorial Parade at our 
Monument in Queen’s Park. 

Concurrently, HCol Elms led a 48th 
delegation to the city of Ypres to honour the 
memory of Regiment’s action and sacrifice 
at the site of the Battle and the horrific gas 
attack that was part of it. 

Not long after, a group of Highlanders, 
including the OCA Colour Party flew to the 
Netherlands to mark and celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of the Regiment’s participation 
in the 1945 Liberation of Holland.

As all this went on, one of our Senior 
NCOs, MWO Carswell, went on full Active 
Service, deploying to Kuwait as part of 
OPERATION IMPACT.

Mcpl. Max Martin, Mcpl. Darren Huang, Lt. Luk, CWO Best, Cpl. Trinity Cone, and Cpl. Harley Smyth
(left to right) hold the regional trophy for first place with first place medals.

Mcpl. Darren Huang in prone position, ready to take the shot.

BGEN Greg Young saluting after laying a wreath
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THE OCA COLOUR
PARTY PARADES IN
HOLLAND MAY 2015 

LIBERATION
CELEBRATIONS IN

THE NETHERLANDS
By : John Perkins, Gord Smith, and John Stephens

The OCA Colour Party, represented by 
Gord Smith,  John Stephens and John 

Perkins,  traveled to Apeldoorn in May 
to participate in the 2015 Liberation of 
Holland celebrations. The 48th Highlanders 
of Holland Pipes and Drums acted as 
our hosts.  The colour party carried the 
traditional three colours on parade, and 
marched with the Dutch pipes and drums 
at various official events of the week long 
celebrations, as well as events undertaken 
separately by the Pipes and Drums.

Our agenda included services of 
remembrance at Goesbeek and Holten 
Cemeteries, where Herb  Pike, Norm Gogo, 
Don Antoine, Jim Cassie, Col. Newman and 
others were in attendance. L. Col. Bill Stark 
(retired) was on parade with the Mariposa 
Pipes and Drums Band, and paid tribute 
at Holten to each of  the 48th’s fallen with 
tokens of remembrance.  We shall not forget.  

The big parades at Wageningen and 
Apeldoorn saw us marching through crowds 
of Dutch well-wishers well in excess of 100 
000, whose appreciation and memories of 
the war sacrifices and contributions of the 
Regiment still burn strong. At Wageningen, 

MWO Carswell on OP IMPACT

HLCol Mike Scott reviewing the annual
Regimental Church Parade
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the colour party and our 48th veterans 
had the honour of the presence of LCOL 
Alan Best, who was returning to Holland 
once again to represent the Regiment and 
reinforce the friendship and close bonds 
we share with the citizens of Apeldoorn 
in particular, and the Dutch as a nation. 
Canada’s  Prime Minister was on the parade 
reviewing stand.

Mayor of Apeldoorn, John Berends, 
indicated that the city hopes to continue 
these celebrations and the friendship in 
the years ahead, even as the number of 
veterans making the journey becomes fewer 
with each reunion.  We look forward with 
excitement to 2020.

     During our travels, the OCA colour party 
took the opportunity to pay its respects 
to those who made the ultimate sacrifice 
in both world wars.  Wejourneyed to the 
Canadian National Vimy Memorial  in 
France, and then on to Ieper (Ypres) in 
Belgium to honour those who were lost 
from the 15th Battalion during the Great 
War. Our accommodation at the Menin 
Gate Apartments in Ieper was exceptional 
allowing us to overlook the flood lit arch 
in the evening from the apartment. The 
proprietor was in fact the person officiating 
at the Last Post Ceremony held nightly, and 
asked us to be front and centre for the May 
07 service at 2000 hours. John Stephens 
participated in the service and recited, in 
a clear and strong voice, Robert Binyon’s 
poem, “For the Fallen,” to an assembled 
crowd of 500. Delegates from the King’s 
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry were also in 
attendance, and after the service, the 48th 
and the Yorkies shared a few tales and ales 
at the Ypres Inn near the gate.

Other events included the Walk in 
Remembrance of the Dead on Monday, 
May 04,  where the citizenry of Apeldoorn 
were joined by members of our colour party 
and the pipes and drums in a silent walk 
to Oranjepark in Apeldoorn. Flowers were 
laid at the statue of the “Man with the Flag” 

in memory  and LCol 
Best saluted the 
fallen on behalf of 
the Regiment. 

On  Tuesd ay, 
there was a service 
at Beekbergen, prior 
to the Wageningen 
p a r a d e ,  a n d 
Thursday saw the 
band par ticipate 
with the Burlington 
Teen Tour Band in an 
evening concert at 
Apeldoorn’s  Market 
Square. Burlington, 
Ontario is a sister 
city to Apeldoorn. A 
public reception for 
our veterans was 
hosted by the city at 
city hall following 
the concert and 
medals and honours 
were bestowed on 
Norman Gogo,  Herb 
Pike, and others.

On the f ina l 
Sa t ur d ay,   a 
concert was held 
a t  A p e ld o or n’s 
Omnisport Centre 
af ter the main 
parade and Norm 
Gogo was up to his usually partying,   
dancing  at stage front to the music of 
the war years with the attractive female 
master of ceremonies.  You can’t keep a 
good Highlander down. Princess Margriet 
and her husband, Pieter van Vollenhoven, 
attended  the reception that followed  and 
always the gracious host, the Royal Couple 
joined with our 48th veterans in casual 
conversation.

The journey to Apeldoorn is an experience 
all members of the 48th Regimental Family 
should make at least once in their lifetimes, 

and our connection to the Dutch and the 
friendships we share should be cherished 
and nourished in the years to come.

2015 - HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REGIMENTAL YEAR

Holland - Drill Tm Flag Party

2015 Holland

Norm Gogo and Princess MargreitNorm and Herb with Mayor
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THE REGIMENT
CHANGES COMMAND 

On 7 June, a very hot day, the Active 
Battalion, in two Guards, with an 

additional two Guards – one from 142 
St Andrew’s College Army Cadet Corps, 
a second from the 48th Highland Cadet 
Corps – formed up on the “Quad” at St 
Andrew’s College to conduct a Regimental 
Change of Command Parade from LCol Alan 
Best (a graduate of the College) to new 
Commanding Officer, LCol Harry Pedwell. 

As a bonus, the parade also offered 
a chance to action two other important 
command changes , one for the CO of St 
Andrew’s Cadet Corp (from Cdt/LCol Andrew 
Ladouceur to Cdt/LCol Jonah Pawluk) and a 
second for RSM of the 48th Highland Cadet 
Corp (from Cdt/CWO Adrian Best to Cdt 
MWO Julianna Fedore).

For the many Regimental Family 
members in attendance, it was a rewarding 
experience to observe and support an 
event where the standard of dress, drill 
and deportment was nothing short of 
outstanding.

LCol Best, a St Andrew’s College Old Boy, actions the
College Cadet  Corps Change of Command
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PACHINO DAY AND
WARRIORS DAY

In July, the focus was on the Pachino Day Celebrations in Belleville.  We 
had a bus to take us to the Parade which started in Port Credit.  LCol 

Dick Read was the Parade Commander and MWO Mark McVety was the 
Parade RSM.  Col John Lowndes laid the wreath on behalf of the 1st 
Battalion 48th Highlanders CASF and all members of the Regimental 
Family.

In August we paraded for Warriors’ Day.  The Pipes and Drums, Drill 
Team and the members marched through the CNE.  We had a reasonable 
turnout including two members of the active Regiment.  Thanks to all 
who marched and were there to support our group.

Pachino Memorial Ceremony

Col Lowndes lays a Memorial Wreath

Formed up in the Belleville Armory

OCA Colour Party on Warriors Day at the CNE

Pipes and Drums leading the 48th Contigent
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Saint Andrews College adult Cadet Instructional Staff and
senior Cadets after theCollege Memorial Service - 11 Nov, 2015

Our sentries at Old City Hall after the 11 November ceremony.

A combined platoon of 48th Highlanders and 48th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team soldiers on Ex STALWART GUARDIAN 2015.WO Ron Denham waiting to form up the 48th on Warriors Day

IODE 48th Highlander Chapter annual luncheon in the Officers mess

Beth Crook pins new member
Renee-Ann Hay... 1 of 10 new
members in the provinces
fastest growing chapter.
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The 2015 year concludes with the traditional Unit Christmas Dinner, 
where the Active Officers and Senior NCOs serve the Junior Soldiers, 

in recognition of a year of dedication and hard work on their part.

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2015
A NEW 48TH MEMORIAL EVENT

One of the newest events on the Old Comrades Association’s (OCA) 
calendar for Remembrance Day is the service at The First Canadian 

Place in Downtown Toronto. The service begins at approximately 1045 
hours and is held in the main foyer of the building.  The 48th Museum 
lent the Capt Brown’s grave marker to be the centre piece of the service.

The service was organized by Alissa Rankin, Robert Harrison (OCA 
member), and Mary Defalco of Brookfield’s Property and Tenant Service 
Department. They did an outstanding job of preparing the foyer for 
Remembrance Week.

During remembrance Week the staff sets up displays that were 
organized by the 15th Bn CEF Memorial Project to highlight some of the 
conditions and battles that faced the members of our regiment in World 
War 1.

Bugler Bob Franklin played The Last Post and Reveille, and Michael 
MacDonald an instructor from St. Andrews played The Lament. Museum 
staff members WO Ron Denham laid the wreath and MWO Mark McVety 
did The Act of Remembrance. Jean Miso sang in her usual excellent 
voice.  

An estimated 500 people attended the service including former 
Commanding Officer LCol Andrew Paterson CD.  It was an excellent 
turnout by all who were there.

Congratulations to the Brookfield Properties staff for providing a 
very professional atmosphere to conduct this special service. 

RANGER CUP 

The 2016 New Year began with the 
Regimental  Hockey Team (on 

the left of this photo) competing in 
the newly created Ranger Cup and 
finishing this tournament in Second 
Place to the 32 Service Battalion Team 
(on the right of the photo). This was 
the second year of this tournament, 
now growing in popularity, which was 
originated and organized both years 
by the Regiment’s Former Honourary 
Colonel, John Newman.
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“READY AYE READY”

RSM’S REVIEW
By RSM (CWO) Derek Murphy, CD

The last 12 months have seen all 48th  
Highlanders extremely busy. 
Needless to say no one has been idle, 

but in true Dileas spirit all parts of the 
Regiment succeeded with any tasks or 
training objectives that they were required 
to meet. 

I especially enjoyed hosting the soldiers 
at my property on the Bruce Peninsula in 
January for Basic Winter Warfare Training. 
This was repeated again in August with a 
PD session for some of the Senior NCM’s. I 
hope to expand this in 2016 by hosting all of 
the Senior NCM’s at what is now known as 
Camp Highlander.

Our people are our greatest asset and 
most important capability. Total personnel 
numbers have grown over the last year, with 
just over 30 new recruits. Retention and 

re-enlistment efforts are being successful. 
Morale, engagement, and military belonging 
have all increased over the past year. 

This year marks the 125th anniversary 
of our Regiment’s existence. Highlanders 
during this 125-year period of history have 
made major contributions to our country by 
responding to whatever missions or tasks 
were assigned to them with unquestioned 
courage and success. 

We are now heading at breakneck speed 
towards the Reunion Weekend on May 
27-28th. Highlanders both past and present 
have been working diligently to plan the 
commemorative events that will mark 
the Regiments 125th year of service to the 
citizens of Canada. 

We are planning to hold a Gala Event 
and Parade during the weekend that will 
recognize the service of our soldiers while 
at the same time ensuing our footprint in 
the City of Toronto. Stay tuned for more 
information. The success of these events 
will be hinged on the participation of all.

None of our successes of the past year 
could have been accomplished without the 
Dedication and Sacrifice of our members 
both past and present. Indeed it has been a 
good year!! 

The road ahead, however, will be 
challenging. The challenges we face as 
we move forward are not new. They were 
encountered by our predecessors and will 
likely reappear in the future. 

Our heritage is also preserved through 
the institutions that are our Associations. 
I encourage everyone to get involved. Our 
Associations are an essential part of our 
regimental fabric. 

In my opinion the key to survival has 
and always will be the Regimental Family. 
Through this eternal bond we can achieve 
anything and soldier on! 

As always I will finish with a final 
thought:

I am a keen believer that I am not that 
owner of my appointment as RSM… just the 
current caretaker.  I see it as my duty to add 
to our great history and do right by those 
that have gone before and those that serve 
today.  

DELTA COMPANY
REPORT

(BRAVO COMPANY IN 2015)

By Capt Vince Laurella

The year of 2015 began with the 
Company continuing to run a weekend 

BMQ course that began in September 2014.  
This course would continue until the 

end of March with the unit graduating 2 
NCM and 1 officer candidate for the 48th  in 
particular.  

The course was led by the Coy OC, Lt. 
Gorham with the coy CSM (MWO) Kwok as 
the 2I/C for the course.  

The company provided a large number 
of section commanders and other staff 
for the course consisting of: Sgts Lauder, 
Avdagic, Moosazadeh, Kowalenko, Locke, 
and MCpls Haley, Li, Ater and Birdsell.  

In addition to the weekend course, the 
Company provided instructors to the co-op 
course being run from the 48th  lines at 
MPA.  

This course was especially valuable 
for the Regiment as over 20 new 48th  
Highlanders completed their BMQ and 
DP1.1 courses during their co-op time.  

Those soldiers went on to complete 
their training over the Summer and are 
now parading with the Regiment’s fighting 
company.

Following the start of a new training 
year in September 2015, the Company was 
re-named “Delta Company” (D Coy) but 
has continued with its role to train the new 
members of the Regiment and run courses.  

The Company is providing instructors to 
two different BMQ courses with a total of 4 
NCM candidates and 2 officer candidates 
between them.  

Capt Laurella, WO Hanson, Sgt 
Moosazadeh and MCpl Jaskiewicz have all 
been tasked as the company’s instructors 
to the Battleschool.  Both these courses 
began in October 2015.   

The Company continues to support 
C Coy with enemy force members on 
weekend exercises and to prepare the new 
Privates who completed their BMQ in the 
Summer for their DP 1.1 and 1.2 courses, 
prior to them joining C Coy in the 2016-17 
training year.   

RSM Murphy on parade
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ACTIVE BATTALION

CHARLIE
COMPANY REPORT 

By Capt Ann Lockhart

The training focus for C Coy this past year remained 
Defensive Operations. 
The objective to put on interesting, challenging and hard 

training, even in the defensive, was achieved and exceeded 
by both Maj Jason Morische and Capt Tyler Wentzell (who 
took over the company in September 2015.)

Just under half the current membership of C Coy 
competed their DP1 training this Summer, growing the 
Company significantly. 

Led by MCpl Kalabic, many of these new soldiers 
represented the Company at “Steadfast Warrior” at CFB 
Petawawa in August where they developed their skills in 
defensive ops.  

The Fall saw the Company complete IBTS on “Highland 
Warrior I and II”, then take to the field for two challenging 
exercises. 

“Tartan Caber I” was set in the Burwash Training Area, 
close to Sudbury. 

As part of a Company defensive scenario, 1 platoon (led by 
Lt. Gorham and Sgt Duff) was tasked with a mobile defense 
which tested all their skills and triggered belief in the KISS 
principle going forward. 

Sgt Duff created a map model which brought the exercise 
to life. 

2 Platoon (Lt. Blake and Sgt Leandro) dug in to a static 
defensive position behind which 1 Pl fell back. It rained 
almost the entire Exercise!  

“Tartan Caber 2” in Meaford focussed on the development 
platoon defensive positions within a Company context with 
wire obstacle construction. 

Capt Wentzell led or initiated professional development 
initiatives across all ranks.   

Remembrance Day and Christmas Dinner were occasions 
to remember, finishing off a great year and providing a strong 
base for 2016.  

PHOTO - TOP RIGHT: Sgt 
Duff’s Map Model of 
CFB Burwash created 
for orders for Ex 
TARTAN CABER I

PHOTO - MIDDLE RIGHT: 
CSM Kwok supervises 
84mm TOETs.

PHOTO - BOTTOM LEFT: 
LCol Pedwell and RSM 
Murphy with newly 
promoted soldiers: Cpl  
Rhman, Cpl Siroki, Cpl 
Rigg, Cpl Tharmarajah, 
and Cpl Edwards at 
the Men’s Christmas 
Dinner

PHOTO - BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Lt Gorham leading 
1 platoon during Ex 
TARTAN CABER I.
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“READY AYE READY”

HOTTEST PLACE
ON THE PLANET -

OPERATION IMPACT
KUWAIT 2015

by MWO Paul Carswell CD

When asked to write a short article about 
my experience in Kuwait I was hesitant, 

as all I could think to say is, it was hot! 
And boy was it hot! The day I arrived in 

April it was 41 degrees Celsius.  
The heat was nothing like I had ever 

experienced before, and it only got hotter. For 
the Summer months the average temperature 
was between 50 -56 degrees!

It made working outside quite a challenge 
for some of our guys (Engineers/Signalers/
MP’s). Fortunately for me, I worked at a desk 
in an air conditioned office for roughly 14 
hours a day, seven days a week.  

This operation was like nothing I had 
ever experienced before.  Normally, Reserve 
Infantry NCO’s don’t work in a third line 
world.  

For those who aren’t sure what that 
means, it’s kind of like working for Division 
Headquarters, but not exactly. 

The Operations cell that I worked in 
supported those who are supporting the 
mission in IRAQ.  We even supported our 
higher headquarters.   

We were responsible for maintaining 
Camp Canada, and lodging Canadian Forces 
personnel. 

We were also tasked with providing supply 
and communications to the Mission, first 
line medical service, and most importantly, 
security for all CF members and civilian 
employees within our lines.

There were many different trades that I 
finally had the pleasure to working alongside, 
gaining an understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities. 

Some of these trades included Linemen 
within the Signals core, Traffic Techs in the 
Airforce and RM Techs within the Engineer 
core, just to name a few.

Together we accomplished our goals which 
allowed for our RCAF brethren to complete 
theirs.

There were approximately 12 Reservist 
members serving on Op Impact. Six of us are 
Infantry, three who wore a balmoral, only 1 
with a red turrie.

It was a unique experience, and one that I 
was proud to be a part!   

Hanging out with none other than Tiger Williams on his
15th trip overseas to visit CF Members serving abroad.
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ACTIVE BATTALION

48TH HIGHLANDERS
MILITARY BAND

by BSM (WO) J. W. Murray, CD

The Regimental Christmas Dinner in mid-
December marked the end of another 

successful (and busy!) year for the Military 
Band.  

Under the able leadership of Capt. (Ret) 
M. Lawson, CD, the Band again increased in 
numbers and proficiency, welcoming a number 
of new members, including the father-daughter 
trumpet team of Bandsmen Tim Foley and 
Candice Harlander.  

On a less upbeat note, we also said farewell, 
for the time being, to long-time member MCPL 
Brian Birdsell, CD who has moved with his 
family to Thamesville to try his hand at country 
life as a gentleman farmer – who would have 
thought?

As in previous years, support for regimental 
functions was a key slice of Military Band 
activities.  Church Parade in April, was followed 
quickly by the pomp and circumstance of the 
Change of Commanding Officer Ceremony, held 
in the verdant grounds of St Andrew’s College.  
The annual Regimental Remembrance Day 
Parade and, of course, the aforementioned 

Christmas Dinner rounded out the year.  
An additional military highlight saw the 

full Band welcome players from other military 
bands in the Garrison to host a moving, 
candlelight ceremony at the 48th Memorial to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
Battle of St. Julien last April.

While in ever-shorter supply, civilian 
engagements provided additional opportunities 
for the Military Band to promote and increase 

the Regiment’s footprint in the 
community.  

This Summer, the Military 
band performed a repeat concert 
engagement at the Unionville 
Millennium Bandstand.  This was 
followed up  by several successful 
years as the featured Military 
Band at the Orillia Scottish 
Festival – not only leading the 
street parade and opening 
ceremonies, but also entertaining 

our hosts at the local legion – Branch 34 – with 
two, standing-room-only concerts.  

As in every year since 1931, the civilian 
engagement that brings the most attention 
to the Regiment is the annual Toronto Maple 
Leafs’ Home Opener.  This is where, each year 
in October, the Military Band and 48th Pipes 
& Drums brave cheering crowds and slippery 
ice to welcome the Leafs to what we hope will 
be THE year! This year, at least the part of the 
game participated in by the Pipes & Drums and 
Military Band had the crowd cheering!  

Looking ahead, 2016, which brings with 
it the 125th anniversary of our Regiment 
celebrations, promises to be yet another terrific 
year for the 48th Highlanders of Canada 
Military Band.

TOP: The Band and Capt Lawson at Remembrance Day

MIDDLE: The Band on the street (in DEU) at the Orillia 
Scottish Festival

BOTTOM LEFT: Tim Foley and Candice Harlander - 
recovering after the Orillia Parade.

BELOW: At the Change of Command.
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“READY AYE READY”

48TH HIGHLANDERS
PIPES AND DRUMS

By Drum Major (MWO) Chris Reesor, CD

Hello once again to another update on the life 
of the Regimental Pipes and Drums. During 

the past year, the Pipes and Drums have been 
extremely busy as usual.  

Our first major event was the annual 
inspection visit from the Directorate of History 
and Heritage Music Staff (DHH-7).  This 
inspection determines the state of the Band’s 
ability to meet the standard of the CAF for pipe bands.  It’s never a 
concern for the 48th and we passed as usual.  

In February, 2015, some of the newer members of the Pipes and 
Drums ran a very successful social evening “Scotch Nosing”.   We hope 
to have one again in the future.  

In March, the Pipes and Drums were again asked to support the 
Garrison Ball.  The following weekend we hosted the PPBSO Indoor 
Games at Moss Park.  The Band enjoys hosting this annual event and we 
provide a food service for those attending.

In April, the Pipe Major, Cpl McIntyre and I were tasked to participate 
in the annual Army Ball in Ottawa.   This year marked the 70th 
anniversary of the Liberation of the Netherlands.  The theme for this 
year’s Army Ball was based around that event.  What we were providing 
was a symbolic recreation of the massed pipes and drums marching 
through Amsterdam in a victory parade.  

There was one piper representing each current Kilted regiment 
in Canada that had a pipe band.  During our performance, the Dutch 
Embassy passed out chocolates to the dinner attendees in a symbolic 
gesture of giving back the chocolate the Canadian Army gave to the 
Dutch citizens during the war.

This year also marked the 100th anniversary of the 2nd Battle of 
Ypres otherwise known as St. Julien.  On a VERY cold evening in April, 
the Pipes and Drums marched the 48th as well as representatives from 
the GGHG, the QOR and the RRofC up to our monument at Queen’s 
park for a very humbling ceremony to honor our fallen from that battle.  
Thankfully we thawed out enough for Church Parade on the Sunday that 
week.

May 2nd we were asked to participate in a Liberation of Holland 
parade through Toronto.  We started at Moss Park Armoury, marched 
north and then back south again on Yonge street and over to Nathan 
Philips Square.

In June, we were on parade for the Change of Command Parade from 
LCol Alan Best to LCol Harold Pedwell at St. Andrew’s College.  It was a 
great parade and a different setting from our normal practice.  

On July 5th, the Pipes and Drums were asked by the Woodbine 
Entertainment Group if we would accompany the GGHG band at the 
Queen’s Plate.  This was a long day, but not too taxing on the Band 
and gave us a great presence in front of the Lieutenant Governor and 
Toronto’s citizens.

This was followed later in July with the Band travelling to Ottawa for 
the Fortissimo Beat Retreat on Parliament Hill.  This requires a week 
long tasking of rehearsals and performances, along with learning all of 
the music that is unique to this show.  It is quickly becoming a favorite 
event in the Bands’ calendar of events and provides a great opportunity 
for the Band to bond and work with others from across Canada.  

In August, we again led the Old Comrades and the Drill Team in the 
annual Warrior’s Day parade at the CNE.

The Fall is always a very busy time for the Pipes and Drums.  There is 

rarely a weekend off from September to December.  
The Band again completed our annual military qualifications, 

performing at the Toronto Maple Leafs home opener and Sergeants 
Mess Dinner.  And, of course, close to 25 Remembrance Week solo piping 
events including the City of Toronto official ceremony and our own 
Regimental events.

While in Ottawa in July, I was asked if I would be interested in 
going to Bermuda for ten days in October as the Senior Drum Major for 
the Massed Pipes and Drums in the Royal Bermuda Regiment’s 50th 
Anniversary Tattoo.  

After a couple of months of deliberating, it was agreed by the higher 
HQ’s in Canada that I would be allowed to perform this task and I was off 
to Bermuda with Pipe Major Al Clark of the Ceremonial Guard.  

It was a very busy week that was surprisingly cool for Bermuda 

With the Princess in Bermuda - 2015

Army Ball - 2015

Bermuda Finale
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ACTIVE BATTALION

REGIMENTAL
STORES APPEAL 

by Capt Bill Darling, OC Admin Coy

Calling all former Highlanders!  We need your 
help. The 48th Highlanders of Canada is 

the only Highland regiment in the world that 
continues to parade all members in Full Dress.  

Many have their Bands or Colour Party in 
Full Dress but only the 48th has everyone in 
scarlets and feather bonnets.  

This is another example of what makes 
us uniquely different and special.  But you all 
already know this as you’ve had the unique, 
special privilege of parading before the world 
as a 48th Highlanders.

However, there is a financial implication to 
being the only Highland Regiment capable of 
putting a 100 soldier Guard of Honour in Full 
Dress on parade.  The cost of kit procurement, 
maintenance, upkeep, and unfortunately, 
losses, increases on an annual basis.  

While the Regiment receives some support 
from the Army for a portion of our kit, it is 
minimal, and only for those items that are worn 
with DEU or Service Dress.  

Our scarlet tunics, feather bonnets, plaids, 
shawls, spats, hair sporrans, and other Full 
Dress accoutrements - the uniform items that 
make us unique and special - are the Regiment’s 
responsibility to procure and maintain.

Now that you have proudly marched off 
parade for the last time as an active member of 
the Regiment, and have joined the ranks of the 
Old Comrades Association, we request that you 
all have a look through your old barracks boxes, 
kit bags and foot lockers. 

Look for any items of Regimental kit that 
may have slipped into a dark corner, seemingly 
lost and forgotten.  We would like to put those 
feather bonnets, tunics, sporrans, belt buckles 
back on parade so that the world can see the 
Regiment in its finest!

No names, no pack drills. Consider this one 
big amnesty box.  If you have kit that you would 
like to return it can be dropped off at Moss Park 
Armoury on any Tuesday or Friday evening 
(except for Fridays of long weekends).  It can be 
mailed or couriered to:

48th hiGhlanderS of Canada

130 Queen Street eaSt

toronto, on, m5a 1r9
attention: reGimental StoreS

If necessary reach out by email at 
regimentalstores@hotmail.com to make 
other arrangements if required. 

As a final request, once you decide that 
you want your closet space back, don’t free up 
that space by placing any of our kit up for sale 

on eBay, Kijiji, etc. or selling it to a military 
collector as that would not only be illegal it 
would be disrespectful to your service and the 
Regiment.  

ADMIN COMPANY
REPORT

by Capt Bill Darling, CD - OC Admin Coy

The calendar year for 2015 saw Admin Coy 
fully engaged in support of the Regimental 

training, Regional Summer Training Program, 
and Ex Stalwart Guardian. 

June saw Cpl Mike Bradbury (RQMS IC) 
being presented the Carpenter Award (top 
JNCO) for his stellar work in a key leadership 
role. 

RST saw the RQ, Sgt Carvalho and Tn NCO, 
MCpl Pytlik instructing on PLQ courses with 
Leadership Coy, Garrison Petawawa. 

Cpl Bradbury, as Acting RQ and Tn NCO 
ensured preparations for Ex Stalwart Guardian 
were completed, as well as participate in the 
training as a Section Commander. 

Meanwhile a joint Charlie / Admin Coy plan 
to ensure unit weapons, vehicles and equipment 
are kept in operational shape with monthly 
Stables was established.

The Autumn training cycle launched with 
Admin Coy regrettably losing Cpl Bradbury back 
to Charlie Coy but we did manage to add several 
“new” faces added to the ORBAT. 

“New” - a couple of old sweats who are 
returning to Regimental duties after serving 
the Army elsewhere.  First back was Capt Bill 
Darling who has been appointed as Coy 2I/C 
and then CSM (WO) Peter Ross returned after 
several years lending 32 Svc Bn his expertise 
and experience.

The Autumn training schedule has seen 
Admin Coy engaged with support to Charlie and 
Delta Coy training, IBTS training, DA verification 
after the Change of Command (including 
Regimental Stores) and annual Staff Inspection 
Visit by 32 CBG HQ.  

The RQ in particular, was complimented by 
Brigade staff again on how well he operates QM.  
BZ Sgt Carvalho!  

Preparations are underway for a shift to 
Winter warfare training and preparations for our 
Annual Technical Inspection by ASU. 

Add into the mix a staffing change with Capt 
Darling being appointed OC as Maj Tsuchiya has 
been appointed Special Project Officer due to full 
time studies.

The upcoming 125th Anniversary festivities 
and RST program means Admin Coy remains 
fully engaged in support of the Regiment  

weather.  I had the privilege of working with 
some fine pipers and drummers from the 
Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa, the Toronto 
Police Service, The Halifax Service Battalion, 
3rd Battalion-The Royal Regiment of Scotland 
(Black Watch), the 19 Royal Artillery (Scottish 
Gunners – augmented by the Royal Tank 
Regiment) and the Bermuda Island Pipes and 
Drums.  

It was a very professional show that we put 
together with just two days rehearsals.  Other 
than a torrential downpour on the Friday 
show (we went rain or shine apparently) it 
was a great week.  I made sure to mention to 
the organizers that our Pipe Band excels at 
this type of performance and would be a good 
addition should they do another Tattoo in the 
future.

November was full of St. Andrews’ Ball 
rehearsals and the Ball itself.  That was 
followed closely by the 48th Mens’ Christmas 
Dinner and then a well-deserved break.  

We had several members on taskings and 
courses this Summer.  Cpl McKenzie-Mardelli 
was out in Edmonton augmenting the RCA 
Regular Force Band pipe section.  Cpl Cuming 
was tasked to CG for the Summer.  Cpl Turner 
and WO McIntyre both were on staff at the 
school of Music in CFB Borden from April to 
August.  Cpl Turner was able to complete his 
QL6B while there.  

And then in September we said goodbye to 
WO McIntyre who returned to Victoria to the 
Canadian Scottish Regiment.  We also said 
goodbye to Sgt Dan Locke in the summer.  
He has moved to Manitoba to work for the 
Provincial Government there in his field of 
study.  And Tyler Bridge, one of our civilian 
volunteer pipers also decided to step away from 
the Band to devote more time to his successful 
solo competitions and to work as the Pipe Major 
of the Guelph Pipes and Drums.

Late in December we were informed that 
our very own Pipe Major, MWO Iain Lang, was 
to be appointed as the Official Piper to The 
Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, OC, O Ont,  
the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario.  A great 
honor indeed for MWO Lang and the Regiment.

Sadly, the position became available due to 
the passing of Pipe Major John Wakefield earlier 
in the Fall.  He had been the LG’s Piper for many 
years and got his start in the 48th Pipe Band 
before becoming the Pipe Major at the Toronto 
Scottish.  The entire 48th Pipes and Drums are 
proud of the Pipe Major Lang’s appointment 
and wish him well in his new duties.

And that just about covers our year in the 
life of the Regimental Pipes and Drums!  
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BAPTISM OF FIRE -
1915

THE STORIES OF THE FIRST 
MAJOR WORLD WAR I 

BATTLES FOUGHT BY THE 
15TH BATTALION (48TH 

HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA) 
3RD BRIGADE, 1ST DIVISION, 
CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY 

FORCE

By BGEN (Ret) Greg Young, MSM, CD 
Chairman of the 15th Bn, CEF Memorial Project

THE SECOND BATTLE OF 
YPRES – GRAVENSTAFEL 

RIDGE 

On 22 April 1915, 
elements of the 

German Fourth Army 
attacked the northern 
shoulder of the Ypres 
Salient, a strategically 
vital position defended 
by British, Canadian, 
French and Belgian 
forces. There, for 
the f irst time on 
the Western Front, 
the German Army 
employed chlorine gas, 
a lethal chemical agent. 
Lacking any protection 
against the suffocating 
chlorine, French troops 
defending the sector between the Yser Canal 
and Poelcapelle were overrun and forced to 
withdraw towards Ypres. 

As British and Canadian reinforcements 
fought to secure the break in the Allied line, 
German forces launched a second gas attack 
on the morning of 24 April. The gas cloud 
was concentrated against positions defended 
by the 2nd and 3rd Canadian Infantr y 
Brigades of the 1st Canadian Division along 
the Northern slope of Gravenstafel Ridge 
approximately one mile North of this location. 
Three companies of the 15th Battalion (48th 
Highlanders of Canada ) , engul f ed by the 
he a v i e s t concentration of gas and artillery 
fire, were devastated by the German assault. 

Elements of these companies continued 
to fight in their forward trenches for several 

more hours until finally being overrun 
or captured that morning. A number of 
survivors were able to withdraw to a key 
second-line Canadian defensive position 
known as Locality C that stood near to the 
site of this monument. At the same time 
the Battalion’s fourth company was heavily 

engaged in the defense of St Julien about one 
mile West of this site. Although the Germans 
later succeeded in capturing St. Julien and 
Locality C, they failed either to reach Ypres 
or eliminate the salient surrounding the 
town which had been the main objective 
of the Fourth Army of fensive. The Al l ied 
forces suf fered grievously high casualties 
defending the Ypres Salient in April and 
May of 1915. The heroic, stubborn and of ten 
desperate defence of the salient resulted 
in the Canadian 1st Division incurring 
approximately 6000 casualties. During the 
gas attack of 24 April the 15th Battalion 
sustained more losses (approximately 675) 
than any other Canadian battalion. 

The Second Battle of Ypres, 22-26 April 
1915 was the first major engagement of the 

war for the units of the 1st Canadian Division 
and they played a key role in the costly but 
successful defence of the Ypres salient. Al 
though almost dest royed, the 15th Battalion 
(48th Highlanders of Canada) survived, 
rebuilt and fought in all the major battles 
in which the 1st Canadian Division was 
engaged for the duration of The Great War.

THE SECOND BATTLE OF 
YPRES – ST JULIEN 

On 22 April 1915, elements of the German 
Four th Army at tacked the nor thern 
shoulder of the Ypres Salient , a strategically 
vital position defended by British, Canadian, 
French and Belgian forces. There, for the 
first time on the Western Front , the German 
Army employed chlorine gas, a lethal 
chemical agent. Lacking any protection 
against the suf focat ing chlor ine, French 
t roops defending the sector between the 
Yser Canal and Poelcapelle were overrun 
and forced to withdraw towards Ypres. The 
immediate British and Canadian response 
to the gas attack hinged on the small 

village of St. Julien, situated on the Ypres-
Poelcapelle road. Dangerously exposed on the 
open left flank of the 1st Canadian Division, 
the vi l lage was defended by a composi te 
force of Canadian troops mainly from the 3rd 
Brigade, including a company from the 15th 
Battalion (48th Highlanders of Canada).

For three days after the initial gas 
attack, St. Julien witnessed heavy fighting 
and significant damage as the Canadian 
garrison struggled to hold the village. On 
24 April, after another devastating chlorine 
attack – this time concentrated against the 
forward Canadian trenches east of St. Julien 
and north of Gravenstafel Ridge – German 
troops occupied the village. Although a 
counterattack the next day by the British 
10th Infantry Brigade failed to recapture the 

13th Bn

15th Bn
8th Bn

5th Bn

Langemarck

Keerselaere

St. Julien

Gassed Area: 24 April

Poelcapelle

1st Cdn
Division
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28th DivisionYpres
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village, considerable damage was inflicted 
on the German defenders, further impeding 
their advance toward Ypres. At dusk on 25 
April, the 15th Battalion (48th Highlanders 
of Canada), which had been at nearly full 
fighting strength just three days earlier, 
had lost nearly 700 men, including killed, 
wounded and prisoners of war. The majority 
of these casualties were sustained in the 
front line trenches north of Gravenstafel 
Ridge during the gas attack of 24 April, but 
many also fell at St. Julien throughout the 
battle.  The Second Battle of Ypres, 22-26 
April 1915, was the first major engagement 
of the war for the units of the 1st Canadian 
Division. They played a key role in the 
costly but successful defence of the Ypres 
salient. Although almost destroyed, the 15th 
Battalion survived, rebuilt and fought in all 
the major battles in which the 1st Canadian 
Division was engaged for the duration of The 
Great War.     

‘THE BATTLE OF 
FESTUBERT’ 15TH 
BATTALION (48TH 

HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA) 
3RD BRIGADE 1ST DIVISION 
CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY 

FORCE 

Following the chlorine gas attack and 
heavy defensive fighting in the Ypres Salient 
in Apri11915, the depleted Battalions of the 
1st Canadian Division were reinforced, 
pulled out of the line at Ypres, and on May 
3rd moved to France south of Armentieres. 
On May 9th, as part of the plan to support the 
French Tenth Army’s offensive north of Arras 
at Neuville-St Vaast, Notre Dame de Lorette 
and Vimy Ridge, the British First Army 
launched an attack against German positions 
along Aubcrs Ridge. Although these costly a 
ttacks failed, the British command decided 

to resume the offensive 
near Festuber t to 

prevent German reinforcements from moving 
south against the French at Vimy. The Battle 
of Fcstubert opened on May 15th with British 
and Indian troops pushing the Germans back 
and making advances towards La Quinque 
Rue. On May 18th, the Canadian 3rd Brigade 
was called up from reserve and moved into 
the line east of Festubert joining a series 
of assaults around the Orchard, a German 
strongpoint bordering the Rue de l’Etang. 
Despite heavy casualties, The 14th Battalion 
(Royal Montreal Regiment) pushed the line 
forward north of La Quinque Rue and the 
16th Battalion {Canadian Scottish Regiment) 
fe ll short of the Orchard but captured 

part of the strong-point called the North 
Breastworks. On May 20th, the 15th Battalion 
(48th Highlanders of Canada) advanced from 
this area along the La Quinque Rue with 
orders to take two German strongholds, L.ll 
and L.l2, on Rue d’Ouvert while the 16th 
Battalion renewed its attack on the Orchard. 
As the 16th Battalion advanced under cover 
of an artillery barrage to successfully seize 
the Orchard, the 15th Battalion encountered 

heavy German artillery and machine gun 
Fire in the open fields. Despite inadequate 
artillery support and the loss of their own 
machine guns, the Highlanders secured the 
remaining sections of the North Breastworks. 
The 15th Battalion’s advance continued in 
leaps and bounds but it proved impossible 
to maintain direction, and barbed wire 
entanglements in front of the German line 
could not be penetrated. Despite a renewed 
attempt to push forward, there was no chance 
of reaching their objectives so the 15th 
Battalion fell back to the North Breastworks 
and held it against several determined 
German counterattacks. After the capture 
of the Orchard and the North Breastworks, 
units of the 1st Canadian Division continued 

to press forward 
against heavy odds 
around Festubcrt for 
several more days 
but without making 
a ny  sig ni f ic a nt 
gains. When the 
battle was called off 
on May 25th, the line 
established by the 
advances of the 15th 
and 16th Battalions 
remained the front 
line unt l l  1918. 
The 1st Canadian 
Division suffered 
2468 casualties and 
of those the 15th 
Battalion lost 150 
men. The Fallen of 
the 15th Battalion 

lie buried in Aire Communal, Arras Road 
Roclincourt, Bethune Town, Cabaret-Rouge 
British, Etaples, Guards {Cuinchy), Hinges 
Military, Le Touquet and Pont-du-Hem 
Cemeterie s. The Missing are commemorated 
on the Vimy Memorial. DILEAS GU BRATH 
(Faithful Forever)

Photos on this spread: Regrouping after the gas attack and Battles.
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Ian Macdonald’s Grandfather, Donald
Macdonald, Piper, 15th Bn,  Paris, 1917

“THE FALCON’S EYE”
FROM THE 92ND

BATTALION
(48TH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA)
 

The following Pages from the 92nd Battalion  

Newsletter - “The Falcon’s Eye” - a little known 

predecessor to our modern Falcon Journal, were 

sourced and delivered to us by Ian Macdonald, a 

member of the 15th Battalion Memorial Project 

and friend of the Regiment. Ian’s 

Grandfather served as a Piper in the 

15th Battalion, during World War I.
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HOLLAND, SPRING, 1945

THE REGIMENT’S FINAL 
FIGHT IN WORLD WAR II 

ENDS TRAGICALLY

From “The Spirit of the Regiment” by Jack Batten (Page 61)

Don MacKenzie, the 48th’s CO, was dead. 
I called for the M.O. who arrived right 

away,” Bill Leadbeater wrote in his letter: 
to Robert MacKenzie. “But nothing could be 
done.”Jack Pickering, still ignoring his own 
wound, got on the radio back to Tac and · 
broke the bitter news to Jimmy Counsell. 
While Counsell hurried forward, Pickering 
allowed the Medical Officer to bandage his 
injuries. Shell fragments had caught him in 
one arm. Counsell arrived, and Pickering 
gave him a complete breakdown of the 
situation in the field and of Don MacKenzie’s 
plans for the four companies. Counsell made 
contact with Able and Baker, confirmed that 
Able was fighting its way out of the problem 
with the Germans, and ordered Charlie 
and Dog to move up. The war went on. 

In the late afternoon and evening of 
that date, April 2, the 48th took the towns 
of Hoven and Steenenkamer north of Wilp, 
turned west, and liberated another town, 
Twello . Behind the lines, as the fighting 
went ahead, Jimmy Counsell busied himself 
with shifts in the Regiment’s leadership. He 
called on Major Doug Deeks, commander of 
Charlie Company, to come back to Tac as 
his 2IC. In Deeks place at Charlie, Counsell 
summoned Captain Harold McCutcheon 
from F-Echelon to serve as the new company 
commander. McCutcheon was needed 
on the double, and Counsel despatched 
Corporal Bert Gunter, Don MacKenzie’s 
driver, to pick up. McCutcheon in the CO’s 
jeep. Gunter, still rocked with grief over 
MacKenzie’s death, sped back to F-Echelon. 
McCutcheon jumped into the jeep’s 
passenger seat, and Gunter took off on the 
return trip. It was over a road that had been 
swept for mines. But the sweeping hadn’t 
included the road’s shoulders. Gunter, in a 
rush, let the jeep wander for an instant off 
the edge of the road. It struck a box mine. 
The jeep blew apart. The explosion killed 

Harold McCutcheon instantly It did the 
same to Bert Gunter. Bert Gunter, twenty-
six years old, a survivor in the war since 
Sicily, a young man who was waiting to go 
home and marry his childhood sweetheart. 
Bert Gunter was just the sort of Highlander 
that Don MacKenzie had agonized over the 
night before, a soldier who might get killed 
just at the very end. 

Down the highway west of Wilp and 
Hoven and Twello, the next target was a 
principal city called Apeldoorn. The Royal 
Canadian Regiment, the Hastings and 
Prince Edward Regiment, and the 48th 
took different roles in the drive on the 
city The 48th dealt with pestering snipers, 
engaged in some ferocious house fighting 
in the suburbs, and suffered the loss of 
the regiment’s last officer to die in battle. 
He was Lieutenant Freddie Williams , old 
by the war’s standards , twenty-nine, and 
so myopic that he wore glasses as thick as 
coke bottles. He died in an attack that put 
a German machine gun post out of action. 
On April l 7, the 48th was prepped for a final 
rush on Apeldoorn. The men swept through 
the city’s north and west sections, in a mood 

to demolish whatever 
resistance the Germans 
put up. As it turned 
out, the resistance 
was non-existent . 
The Germans had fled 
the city

Highlanders preparing to move
into Holland. Captain McCutcheon
and Cpl Gunter were killed in a
vehicle like this.
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HURRICANE HAZEL
OCTOBER 1954

by Sgt (Ret) Gord Holms, Mortar Platoon, Memories of my 1st call out as a 48th Highlander

Seems like yesterday that the phone rang and I was ordered to report 
to the University Armories for duty helping in the search and rescue 

after the hurricane hit Toronto. All of theToronto Garrison Regiments 
were called out & we were transported to the area of the Humber river by 
the Old Mill Inn near Bloor Street by the Service Corp and issued rubber 
boots and long steel poles and began the task of searching for survivors, 
as well as cleaning up the massive damage caused.

We were assigned certain grid areas and worked each one looking 
for any survivors or remains.We found many dead animals’ cows, 
horses, pigs etc some buried in the debris some in treesbut no human 
remains. As a 17 year old I was glad we didn’t come across any humans 
as I don’tknow how I would have reacted . The devastation was awful 
it is hard to imagine until youactually see it just what mother nature 
is capable of. Homes torn apart trees uprooted debrispiled so high you 
wonder how??? Although it was October it was very hot and the smell and 
devastation was overwhelming.

There was a lighter side when the regular army showed up with a 
new vehicle called the alligator or crocodile can’t remember what it was 
called. It arrived wjth great ceremony and was off loaded from the flat 
bed and was a vehicle that was supposed to be able to handle all types 
of terrain. It started up and went to very swampy area and immediately 
started to sink the crew bailed out and a recovery vehicle arrived and 
rescued it. We had a good chuckle at this and went on about our duties.

We spent a few days on this operation and it brought us closer as 
a unit. It was hard dirty tiring work but the unit came through with 
flying colors. Imagine my surprise to see this picture on the front page 
of the Toronto Star. Wish I could remember the names of the other two 
highlanders with me in the picture but I can’t. It was an experience I will 
never forget and it taught me what a well trained and organized group 
can accomplish in such an emergency.

-----------  ---------

THE FACTS

Date:   October 15- 18, 1954
Location:   Ontario (especially Toronto)
Deaths:   81 total
Property damage:  $125.2 million

The effects of Hurricane Hazel in Canada included 81 deaths and ~137,552,400 ($1 , 
126,94 7,163 in 2009) in damages. Hazel, the deadliest and costliest storm of the 1954 
Atlantic hurricane season, reached Toronto, Ontario by the evening of October 15, 1954. 
It peaked as a category 4 storm, but by the time it reached Canada, it was extratropical 
after merging with an existing cold front south of Ontario. Due to an area ofhigh pressure 
to the north-east, Hazel stalled over Toronto and lost most of its moisture.

The worst-affected areas were communities near the Humber River, Holland Marsh, 
and Etobicoke Creek. Prone to flooding, the Humber River raced downstream from 
Woodbridge when an earthen dam failed. In the weeks prior to Hazel, Toronto had 
received copious amounts ofrain, and the soil could not hold as much as 200 mm (7.9 in) 
ofrain; consequently, over 90% of it went into Toronto’s waterways. The Humber heavily 
flooded Westo!!, and killed 35 people in Raymore Drive. Holland Marsh was severely 
flooded; while no one was killed, the economic losses were severe as the region’s 
crops were harvested but not collected. At the village of Long Branch, the Etobicoke 
Creek killed seven people and swept numerous dwellings into Lake Ontario. Toronto’s 

infrastructure also took a major hit, with as much as 50 bridges being washed out by the 
rising waters.

The situation was exacerbated by the lack of preparedness and awareness. 
Torontonians did not have prior experience with hurricanes, and the storm as whole 
proved to be extremely unpredictable-even the arrival of Hazel came as a surprise. Also, 
the low-lying areas near the Humber were mostly residential, which were among the 
worst-affected during the storm. In fact, following Hazel, residential development in 
areas along Toronto waterways was prohibited, and they became parks instead.

To help with the cleanup, the army was summoned. Due to the destruction in 
Canada, as well as the United States and Haiti, the name Hazel was retired, and will never 
again be used for an Atlantic hurricane. Since it was retired before the creation of formal 
lists, it was not replaced with any particular name.

CLEANUP

Eight hundred troops- fifteen militia groups and eight army reserve units-were 
summoned to Toronto to assist with the cleanup. Local members of the navy assisted 
by providing boats and 100 men. The army donated 900 blankets, 350 mattresses, 175 
double decker beds, and 150 stretchers in the relief effort. Tools such as bulldozers, 
crowbars, flamethrowers, pike poles were used to search for bodies. The length of time 
for which the militia, composed of civilians could help was limited, as their employers 
could not afford keep paying them during their absence.ru:I Most stayed for two weeks, 
but some remained, while others continued to volunteer during their time off. 1261

Torontonians as a whole collectively helped out with the relief effort. The Salvation 
Army received so many donations, of clothers, footwear, blankets, food, and money, that 
its storage facilities were overfilled. As a result, it had to request that no more donations 
were needed, with assurances that they will be accepted when the need arises. The 
Salvation Army also provided 100 volunteers. The Boy Scouts patrolled Etobicoke for 
looters, while their British counterparts donated to them 454 kg (1,001lb) pounds of 
supplies. The Red Cross sent rescuers to Long Branch and sheltered 90 people in Port 
Credit and 30 in Lambton. They provided supplies and shelter to 300 residents of Holland 
Marsh who had evacuated to Bradford. Nurses gave typhoid shots in Woodbridge, 
and Toronto provided them with water. The city also placed heavy machinery such as 
bulldozers, shovel loaders, and trucks, to assist in the cleanup, at any community’s 
disposal.

Gord Holms (left) and fellow highlanders doing hurricane cleanup.
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Since the Second World War voluntary military 
training as a concurrent component of 

academic studies has proved to be a significant 
enhancement to leadership in both military and 
civilian professions.

In the early part of the twentieth century, 
cadet corps were commonplace in the public 
school systems in Canada and as always 
parental attitudes then were as diverse as they 
are today regarding the pros and cons of what 
should be taught in schools.  It is an interesting 
fact that at one time the majority of parents 
encouraged their sons to join the Boy Scouts 
instead of any organized cadet corps as an 
extra-curricular activity. The opportunity of 
engaging in that splendid organization based 
on team “patrols” in their outdoor camping, 
hikes and team sports were certainly seen to 
be more beneficial than the assumed concept of 
endless drills in some remote armoury.

 No one can disagree with the brilliant 
concept of Lord Baden Powell whose world-wide 
movement became such a model for character 
building and all other virtues offered by his 
program. Lord Baden Powell was a soldier but 
his aim was not the creation of a militaristic 
organization. He saw the opportunity of 
bringing out the best in the youth of the nation 
by channeling their talents and rewarding 
their efforts with life-long standards and 
values. However, it is an interesting irony 
that after many years, the training received 
by generations of Boy Scouts was seen as 
providing better basic preparation and training 

for soldiering than anticipated 
or experienced in or by the 
cadet organizations. Not 
difficult to understand when 
one considers the Scouting 
proficiency awards for such 
skills as camouflage and 
concealment, stealth and 
stalking (for observation 
of wildlife in their natural 
environment), survival techniques, bivouac 
construction, outdoor cooking, first aid, knots 
and lashings and determining direction by 
map, compass, stars and sun - all skills vital to 
the modern soldier in the field.

It is also worth remembering that during 
the Cold War, which was born of the threat of 
nuclear war between the super powers of the 
World, the training effect upon the Canadian 
Militia was devastating to morale and, more 
significantly, recruiting. 

Officially tasked to accept civil defence 
training as the “new” primary role of the 
reserve regiments of the combat arms was 
anathema to their raison d’etre. Training in 
“re-entry operations” into a demolished city 
became the order of the day.  This entailed 
dealing with theoretic clearing, mopping up, 
rescue and first aid in the event that there 
was anything left to mop up or anyone left to 
aid after a nuclear explosion had occurred at 
Ground Zero, conveniently selected to be at 
Yonge and Bloor Streets.  Knots and lashings 

were the basics of what many imagined would 
turn a reserve army into a “ropes and ladders 
legion” and any Reserve Force soldier who had 
not learned the difference between running 
bowlines, sheep shanks and sheet bends had 
reason to regret his lack of Boy Scout training 
or else choose another avenue of interest.                                                        

Predictably, retention of recently recruited 
members faded and potential recruits found 
little motivation to join any one of  100 
regiments for a taste of the basic training 
which had historically brought distinguished 
battle honours in all of Canada’s wars from 
the first (albeit an internal one) in 1885 to 
the latest in Afghanistan. Recruiting has 
never been the problem; it entails motivation 
for some and curiosity for more. Retention is 
the problem. Its success depends entirely on 
varied and imaginative training by creative 
instructors with the best of modern equipment 
for all ranks.

The advent of the Student Militia Training 
Plan was soon realized to include such 
training as well as many other benefits, (the 

WANTED: THE STUDENT MILITIA 
TRAINING PLAN OF LONG AGO

WILL YE NO COME BACK AGAIN?

by Major (Ret) G.L. Pearce CD

The Student Militia Summer Course - 1968 - look carefully for then  Sgts Young, Barnes and Gilbert

SMPT Crse 1968; Pte (now HCol) Elms (centre) and 2 fellow candidayes
standing in front of their improvised  shelter during a field training EX
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STORIES OF REGIMENTAL HISTORY

development of a higher level of leadership 
for potential Non-Commissioned Officers in 
the Reserves, for example) several of which 
were neither intended nor imagined. At a 
time when the effective strength of regiments 
of the army’s Primary Reserve had fallen 
dramatically, units suddenly found within their 

grasp, ranks of young soldiers equal or greater 
in strength to that of a war-establishment  
infantry platoon, which enhanced and enriched 
the training needed to ensure retention. By 
summer’s end junior officers who had never 
had the experience of leading a full strength 
platoon could now attend weekend training 
with a realistic complement of soldiers in the 
field, all fresh graduates of basic training.  

As well, the standard of drill and 
ceremonial clearly reached in a short period 
of concentrated daily training became a bonus 
for units required to mount a guard of honour 
on short notice particularly on a ‘work-day’ 
when other members were unable to get leave 
from their civilian jobs. This situation became 

a reality when the Regiment was tasked to 
provide a guard of honour for the official 
opening of the Canadian National Exhibition. 
The SMTP trainees were equal to the task and 
were selected to wear the regiment’s full dress 
uniform for the first time.

One significant example stands out during 
the period when the Regiment 
trooped the colour annually in 
the late 1950s and early 1960s. 
The choice of which company 
would provide the Escort for 
the Colour was judged on 
strength of numbers and the 
drill and deportment of some 
40 to 50 men, a parade state 
which not all companies 
had reached or maintained.
Permission was given to 
re-establish C Company 
which had been reduced to nil 
strength. The SMTP course 
that year graduated to become 
the new C Company and their 

training standard and numbers easily won the 
honour to occupy the right of the line.                                

Not long after, with the Commanding 
Officer’s permission, C Company (the SMPT 
subunit) was given permission to train all day 
on Saturday in lieu of two evenings per week 
which proved to be of benefit to its student 
composition as well as the continuance of 
further training in a compact form. The results 
proved that a full day’s training trumps two 
evenings a week.

A significant first was awarded to a 
surprising sub-unit of the Regiment when the 
new FNCI semi-automatic rifle, which replaced 
the World War II Lee Enfield bolt action rifle, 

was officially issued to C Company during the 
summer. The 48th Highlanders Student Militia   
personnel were the first recipients of the new 
weapon, which necessitated the learning of 
a completely new manual of arms drill. The 
Regimental Sergeant-Major (then) WO1 Fred 
Wigmore MM assumed the challenge and the 
student trainees were the envy of the Regiment 
on their passing out parade.

Below, a random sampling of 48th 
Highlanders, most of whom began their basic 
training as Student Militiamen at age 16, 
speaks volumes for the SMTP that was in 
place nation-wide. Consider the following 
“graduates” as a few who went on to Reserve or 
Regular Force service:

-----------  ---------

Aiken, MWO Roger (1969)

Iversen, LCol John (1963)CO R Regt C

Goldman, Capt Victor  (1963)

Barnes, CWO Michael (1964)

Jackson, LCol Brian (1965) 8th CH       

Boggis, MWO David (1968)

Kerr, Capt John (Instr 1967)    

Boyden, Lt Bruce (1970)

Kerr, Lt Ken (Instr 1969)            

Buller, Lt Robert (1963)

Kowalenko, Sgt Al (1969)

Casey, Sgt Ronald (1969)

McVety, MWO Mark (1970)

Catennaci, Sgt. Peter (Instr 1962-66)

Redmon, Maj John (1966 ) RCR

Dodd, Sgt John (Instr 1964)

Sershall, L/Sgt Wayne (Instr 1964-66)             

Elms, Col RG (1968) RCR, CO A&SH, HCol

Short, MWO Ron (1967)    

Gilbert, Capt Stephen (1964)

Young, BGen A.Greg (1964)       

Gledhill, WO Steve (1966) SARTECH

-----------  ---------

The Government of Canada would do well 
to reinstate the Student Militia Training Plan 
as an indispensable component of maintaining 
a well-trained Army Reserve Force. No better 
proof of the calibre of the Canadian citizen-
soldier exists.

1970 SMTP Crse - LCol Read presents Best Shot award to Bill Elms Jr;
Maj (then Capt) Pearce, the Crse Comd  stands is on his left

SMTP - 1970,  Leading Infantryman Crse; 5 of the trainees from this group went on to become Sr NCOs in the Regt
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BOB FRASER 48TH WWII
 VETERAN AND ARTIST

NINE DECADES OF LIFE 

ON SILVER BIRCH

by Andrew Fraser 
(Reprinted by permission of Beach Metro News, Toronto)

Bob Fraser has many remembrance days, some welcome, some not.
At 91, Fraser is best known for his paintings – bright scenes of life 

in the Beach and along the boardwalk.
But in the spring of 1944, Fraser was far from the Beach and his 

lifelong home on Silver Birch Avenue, Toronto.
He was a 20-year-old rifleman picking his way over the hills and 

ravines of occupied Italy.“Nice country, if they don’t shoot at you,” he 
says.

Often under fire and rarely indoors, Fraser marched with the 48th 
Highlanders and 1st Canadian Division to Rome, then ringed by the 
Adolf Hitler Line.

Traveling in small groups of maybe a half-dozen, they had little radio 
contact through the day. At night, if the enemy was close, they slept by 
digging a hole in the ground and crawling in.

Fraser later sketched a few scenes from the campaign.One shows the 
German paratrooper who snuck up on his platoon and disarmed three 
men before he suddenly turned and fired a machine gun at Fraser and 
two others.

“How he missed me, I don’t know,” he said. One comrade was 
wounded. Another shot the paratrooper dead.

But Fraser has other perennial memories of the war that he never 
put to paper.

Marching up a road in Italy, Fraser saw something strange up on the 
five-foot embankment. “I looked to my left and you could see German 
helmets in a row, like they were at the edge of a trench, ready to put on 
if they needed them.”

Fraser was bringing up the rear. No one else had seen the helmets, 
not even his section leader, who was over six feet tall. “As it turned out, 

PROFILES OF WELL KNOWN HIGHLANDERS

Student militia recruits on field training in the summer of 1975.
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it didn’t matter,” he said. But the memory bugs 
him anyway.

“They could have suddenly become occupied, 
those helmets, when they heard us coming up.”

Fraser had no quick way to warn anyone.“I 
was a little squirt at the end of the line.”

After surviving snipers, gun turrets and 
mortar fire, and a full-scale battle at the Hitler 
Line, Fraser got a week off in Rome. It was his 
first leave in over a year.

From there, Fraser was reassigned to 
Belgium and then to Holland, where the cities 
were under a truce so food could get to the 
starving civilians.

On May 8, 1945 – Victory in Europe Day – 
Fraser rode into Apeldoorn, in the Netherlands, 
and saw the streets lined with people waving in 
joy. “We got on trucks and went right through – 
the people went crazy,” he said, laughing.

Before enlisting in the army, Fraser had left 
Malvern Collegiate in Grade 10 to work in a law 
office and then as a Globe and Mail copy boy.”It 
was a kids’ job, he said, mostly delivering wire 
stories as they came tapping in letter-by-letter 
from the teletype machines connected to places 
like Montreal, Ottawa or New York.”

Fraser heard those machines ring for Pearl 
Harbour, and the day the casualty list of the 907 
Canadians killed at Dieppe came in.“The night 
they produced the casualty list on the teletype, 
there were hundreds and hundreds of names 
coming in – just the ones from around Toronto,” 
he said.

Fraser admired the reporters he met at the 
Globe, including sports writer Jim Coleman and 
a 17-year-old June Callwood, who would quickly 
climb the ladder to become one of Canada’s top 
social justice reporters.

“She was the same age as me,” he said, 
smiling. “And she was quite an attractive lady.”

It was against the rules, but sometimes 
when the teletypes went quiet, Fraser and other 
copy boys would use them to message each 
other – maybe the only teens who sent text 
messages in 1942.

Much as he enjoyed his time at the Globe, 
when Fraser returned to Toronto in 1945, he 
didn’t want to be a reporter.“I felt I needed 
to paint,” he said, noting that he had always 
enjoyed drawing as a kid.“It’s almost like I had 
a message.”

Fraser enrolled at the Ontario College of 
Art, where he studied commercial art from 1946 
to 1950.

Afterwards, he freelanced cataloge 
illustrations, even did some gag cartoons for 
magazines.

But Fraser’s painting evolved. “I’d grown up 
drawing and scribbling – of course, every kid 
does,” said Fraser who, at 91, has lived nearly 

his entire life on Silver 
Birch Avenue, except for 
the two and a half years 
he spent fighting with 
the 48th  Highlanders 
in Europe during the 
Second World War.

It was only after his 
return to Toronto that 
Fraser decided first to 
study commercial art, 
then move to painting 
portraits and local 
scenes.Today, the walls 
of the Silver Birch 
house display just a 
few dozen of his 150 
paintings – portraits 
and neighborhood 
scenes.

Fraser captured a 
Summer ballgame at Kew Gardens, the players 
lit by floodlights, the bleachers full, lamps 
glowing in the windows along nearby Waverley 
Road.

He painted kids tobogganing down the Glen 
Stewart ravine – something he did with friends 
in a bobsleigh in the 1930s – and showed 
tow trucks pulling illegally parked cars off a 
bustling Queen Street in the 1990s.

There is a portrait of his aunt at 100, and a 
friend’s daughter at 18 months. Another portrait 
shows his friend Phil Williams in his master 
corporal’s uniform, while other paintings show 
the 48th  Highlanders’ band in full regalia at 
Kew Gardens.

Four years ago, a heart attack slowed 
Fraser’s painting, but he is back at it now.

Beside the easel of his upstairs studio is a 
sunset volleyball game on Balmy Beach and a 
smiling portrait of his mother that he started 
years ago, but which always missed something 
– a chocolate cake in her hands that now just 
needs some icing.

While he doesn’t go out of his way to market 
his art, he has sold many paintings and prints, 
and done several commissions, including 
a childhood view of Silver Birch Avenue.“I 
don’t try and sell them,” said Fraser. “I’m just 
painting for myself.”

On November 7, 2015, though, Fraser’s 
paintings had an audience. He invited 
neighbors over to see them after a special 
event, the naming of Bob Fraser Lane.

Tucked between Kingston Road and the 
houses on Silver Birch and Willow Avenue, 
the little lane is a popular spot for potlucks 
and barbecues – scenes, maybe, for a future 
painting.

“I was honoured by it,” said Fraser, whose 
name was chosen by neighborhood vote.

A painter whose nine decades on Silver 
Birch were broken only by the war, it is hard 
to imagine anyone who better represents the 
street.

But Fraser sees another affinity.“It’s not 
much of a lane,” he joked, laughing. “It doesn’t 
go anywhere.”  

PROFILES OF WELL KNOWN HIGHLANDERS

Master Corporal Phil Williams mid 1980s
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AFGHANISTAN:
ROTO 03-08 AT KAF

by Sgt Kyle Kowalenko, CQMS, Charlie Company

My deployment to Afghanistan commenced 
on an early morning in late August 2008, 

as myself, with about another 150 soldiers from 
ROTO 03-08 loaded the buses in the 3RCR lines 
at CFB Petawawa.

We drove down to CFB Trenton and loaded 
an Air Portugal chartered flight, flying to Camp 
Mirage in the Middle East via Lisbon, and 
finally on to Kandahar Airfield (KAF), where 
I would be based out of for the next seven 
months.  

In general KAF was relatively safe. The 
primary threat was from rocket attacks, which 
ranged anywhere from weekly to 
7 a night in frequency. With the 
sprawling size of KAF, they only 
occasionally landed close enough 
that you would even be aware that 
a rocket had landed.

In the year prior to deployment, 
we would do two month long 
exercises, one in Fort Bliss Texas, 
and the other in CFB Wainwright 
Alberta.  Back in Petawawa, I would 
get to do my Remote Weapons 
System course, which qualified me 
to be the gunner on the RG31 and 
the T-LAV.  

Everyone on the deployment 
would do Theatre Mission Specific 
Training which would encompass 
training on local weapons, IEDs, 
and first aid for combat related 
injuries.

While in Kandahar, I was part 
of the National Support Element’s 
Force Protection Platoons, which is 
an element tasked with both base 
and convoy security.  

Our task from when we landed 
to mid-October was securing ECP 
3, the main check point on the base 
for all locals coming onto and off 

of the base.  This included searching about 
1,200 locals a day who worked on the base, 
as well as up to 200 local vehicles that were 
contracted to deliver supplies for NATO.  

The challenges for this job ranged 
from language barriers with locals, to the 
sneaking of contraband on and off the base.  
One example was Western Contractors 
giving items to their local drivers thinking 

they were being nice, when they were 
essentially handing out the tools that could be 
used to make IEDs.

In late October, our platoon was moved onto 
Combat Logistic Patrols (CLPs) as security 
for the Convoys resupplying the Battle Group 
throughout Kandahar Province.  In this 
task, our main job was to keep the resupply 
vehicles safe from attacks which could be from 
ambushes or IEDs.  

For us, this frequently involved searching 
the road for indicators that an IED had been 
buried in the road.  Fortunately, for most of the 
tour, we had Canadian Engineers that would 
clear regular hot spots on a pretty frequent 
basis, as well as American Helicopters that 
would provide over watch for us, looking out for 
irregular activity.  We would carry out this task 
until the end of our tour.

My tour wrapped up in late 
March 2009, boarding a C-17 
Globemaster to fly from KAF back 
to Camp Mirage, before flying a 
chartered Air Italia flight to Cyprus 
for decompression and then home 
via Spain.

For me, the worst parts of my 
deployment were finding out when 
someone had been killed.  This 
news was often followed by waiting 
for the names of the person that 
passed, relief that it wasn’t one of 
my friends, and then guilt that I felt 
this relief when someone had died.  

Being a small army as well, 
you’d often know someone who was 
personally impacted by each death, 
which made everything hit closer to 
home.  

Seeing wounded and maimed 
children was a close second, 
working at ECP3 included 
processing parents picking up 
children in casts, with missing 
pieces, and occasionally in boxes.  
Helping an old man put his child’s 
coffin in the back of his car is a very 
sobering view into a reality that I 
never want to see again.

Overall, I think our mission was 
a success on the lower lever, tasks 
were given, missions accomplished, 
etc.  As for the bigger picture, the 

Canadian people will judge much more harshly, 
waiting to see if girls ever get to go to school 
and become equals in society, whether or not 
the Taliban retake the country, or if education 
and development become priority, amongst 
other things.  

HIGHLANDER PROFILES
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A HIGHLANDER
VISITS “THE ROCK”

AND DISCOVERS
 THE MILITARY AND

MEMORIAL HERITAGE
OF NEWFOUNDLAND

by Capt (Ret) Vic Goldman, CD

I had the unique and rewarding opportunity 
to be able to visit our most eastern province 

last summer and was able to explore many 
features of its fascinating history. The most 
interesting sites I saw were the numerous 
war memorials and other heritage military 
sites, found throughout the province.

In St Anthony, for example, we stopped 
at the local cemetery to pay tribute at a 
grave (with no body) honouring a 
Private of the Royal Newfoundland 
Regiment (RNLR) who was killed 1 
July 1916, on the Somme.  This 
Memorial was put there by his 
sister in 1921.  The Cariboo 
cap badge of course was on 
his gravestone, as it was 
on war memorials in every 
village we have visited.  
Beaumont Hamel, Moncy 
le Puix, Guidencourt and 
the other Newfoundland 
battle honours of the Great 
War are mentioned over and 
over at these sites across this 
beautiful province.

We attended the Memorial services at 
the Twillingate War Memorial.  A couple 

of hundred people were there 
to commemorate the actions of 

the RNLR and their losses at 
Beaumont Hamel on 1 July 

1916.  Newfoundlanders don’t 
wear a poppy but a sprig of 
blue forget-me-knots.  We 
talked to many locals whose 
family members had worn 
the “Blue Puttee” of the 
Newfoundland Regiment.  
One lady’s grandfather was 

one of the 68 who survived 
the battle unwounded.  Most 

people we talked to were 
relatives of fatal casualties.  They were 

excited to know that I have visited the 
Beaumont Hamel battlefield a half dozen 

times. 
On one day, we saw seven or eight war 

memorials. All had numerous wreaths left 
from services on 1 July, all proudly bearing 
the Caribou symbol of the RNLR. We then 
took the long slow backway into St John’s, 
going through Conception Bay, which had 
a beautiful memorial with larger than life 
figures in WW 1 uniform and another in 
Afghanistan attire.

I am so impressed with the dozens of 
RNLR memorials that I saw in almost every 
single town.  Most are of simple design 
but on all the Cap Badge is clearly carved 
in stone or cast in bronze. Some of the 
memorials have excellent figures throwing 
grenades, loading a rif le, standing at 
attention or in various other poses.  I really 
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WW 2 Gun Fort - Cape Spear

Man The Guns - Vic in action
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enjoyed stopping at these memorials, reading 
the names and talking to locals who were 
walking past and also visiting numerous 
churches where, in every case, there was an 
RNLR memorial plaque.  

In Placentia, the Mayor saw us looking 
around, so he gave us a tour and showed us, 
among other highlights, the five different 
war memorials located in his town.  One 
was outside the church listing names of 23 
members of the congregation killed with the 
Royal Newfoundland Regiment in the Great 
War. Another was a WW1 German field gun, 
one was outside a social club list four of 
their members and the other two were new 
memorials.

I am sure, from Project research I’ve 
done during the last eight years, that, the 
15th Battalion had far more losses, than the 
RNLR, but there is a totally different attitude 
to the Great War in Newfoundland.  For 
example, there were banners in St Johns, 
hanging from every lamp post, each with a 
picture of a Soldier or a Nursing Sister and a 
caption that said “1914-1918 Our Story”. 

In addition, you can walk through the 
old World War II fortifications, such as the 

one at Cape Spear, south of  St John’s, which 
still have massive guns in place, and explore 
the many underground passages linking the 
batteries and their command or observation 
post. 

It is a l l so impressive. Every 
Newfoundlander I talked to had a relative in 
the Regiment. There were also lots of ads for 
travel to the 1916 battlefields.

The sense of Remembrance, in this 
wonderful part of Canada, is very strong and 
always moving to encounter.

PROFILES OF WELL KNOWN HIGHLANDERS

BELOW: RNLR Grave Marker - St Anthony

Newfoundland National War Memorial

Newfoundland National War Memorial
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The 48th  Highlanders of Canada have had 
many chaplains over the last 125 years. From 

among the many faithful ministers who have 
served the Regiment in war and in peace, a few 
names stand out as particular examples of the 
Dileas spirit that has animated us since 1891.

Not long after I joined the Regiment in 2010, 
I began to hear about the legendary Padre East, 
the Regiment’s chaplain for much of World War 
II. Thanks goes to The Falcon editors for putting 
me up to pulling together this sketch of the 
man.

Reverend Stewart Bland East, 
B.A., B.PAED, D.D., M.B.E., M.C.

Stewart East was born in Manitoba in 
1908 to the Reverend Samuel and Mrs. Annie 
East. His father was a Methodist minister 
who had come out from England in 1905. His 
mother hailed from Ontario. By the time of the 
1921 census the family was living in Osage, 
Saskatchewan not far from Weyburn.

East graduated from the University of 
Saskatchewan in 1933 with a bachelor’s degree 
in History and Economics. He then studied 
at Emmanuel College, the United Church 
seminary in Toronto, graduating in 1935. He 
was ordained in 1935 and spent the next three 
years back in Saskatchewan serving various 
small mission churches. In June 1938 he 
married Mary Richardson in the Knox College 
chapel at the University of Toronto and they 
settled in the United Church’s Garnet Pastoral 
Charge in Jarvis, Ontario.

EARLY DAYS

 When the war broke out, the Rev. Mr. 
East enlisted with the nearby Royal Hamilton 
Light Infantry and became H/Capt East while 
his father took on his duties in Jarvis until 
the end of the war. He served with the RHLI’s 
for some time but was moved to the PPCLI 
apparently before the Dieppe raid in August 
1942 in which another RHLI padre, John W. 
Foote, earned a Victoria Cross. In the fall of 
1942 he was transferred again.

According to Dileas Vol 2, Padre East arrived 
in the 48th  lines at Uckfield on the 28th of 
October, 1942. Herb Pike recalls the acting CO, 
Maj Ian Johnston saying, “Well, you won’t be 
here long,” seeing as the Regiment was founded 
by Presbyterians and East was United Church.  

He couldn’t have been more wrong. 
“No one sensed at first that this man would 

become one of the most beloved and valued 
48th  personalities in the Regiment’s history. 
He was quiet and unobtrusive, but the moment 
he grinned, and sort of disjointed himself to sit 
on a man’s pack for a chat in a billet, he made 
friends.” 

The role of a chaplain in wartime is a 
complex mixture of spiritual, religious, pastoral 
and social service. At the root of all these 
functions is the fundamental goal of supporting 
the soldiers of the Regiment so that they can 
do their duty and accomplish their mission. 
Nevertheless, each chaplain has to find the 
right balance in terms of the various hats they 
wear.

As he settled into the Regiment, Padre 
East discovered that church parades were not 
compulsory in the 48th  as they were in many 
other regiments. He went to the CO and asked 
that this policy be overturned to ensure that the 
men received what he felt to be vital religious 
exposure. The CO refused. 

This may have seemed to be a setback for 
the new chaplain – but ultimately it proved a 
blessing. In the months to come his church 
parades would become very well attended – not 
by force, but as a result of his own charismatic 
leadership.

“It was a personal victory, achieved by his 
complete devotion to the men. His unflagging 
desire to help them in harrowing times, 
his personal courage, his compassion and 
understanding when they were in trouble, and 
his humble personality, combined to make an 
indelible mark on the Regiment.” 

One of the first occasions on which he was 
able to demonstrate this complete devotion was 
late one night in England when a group of happy 
Highlanders was making their way back from 
the local pub on a pay night. They ran into the 
Padre in the road and instinctively tried to avoid 
him, unsure of what he would think of them. 

Instead of judging them, he complimented 
them on their singing and invited them to join 
the choir at the next church parade. Then, as he 
walked along with them, he enlisted their help 
in preventing one of the soldiers who had been 
having a hard time from going AWOL. They 
were completely won over and the next Sunday 
they were all there singing away – even though 
one was Catholic, another Jewish and another 
atheist.

SICILY 1943– 
OPERATION HUSKY

Over the next several months as the 
Regiment prepared for what they would only 
later discover was OP HUSKY – the invasion 
of Sicily – the new padre grew in the affections 
of the men. The last morning of their sea 
journey to the Sicilian coast he held a voluntary 
chapel service on board ship which was 
oversubscribed.

The padre landed at Pachino late in the 
morning of July 10th to find the Regiment 
already settling in. They were not able to rest 
long – soon they were ordered inland, requiring 
a brutal 36 hour route march.

 Things were complicated by the fact that 
some of the ships carrying 48th  supplies had 
been torpedoed en route while their remaining 
supply ships had been chased away by a 
German air raid before they could unload. The 
Highlanders had the clothes on their back and 
whatever kit they were carrying. 

On that first long, dusty march, one of the 
chief impediments was the shortage of water 
trucks. The Padre, ever looking to take care of 
his men, became a one-man water station. 

“Lack of water was one of the worst factors 
in the boys’ ordeal, so he acquired 6 bottles from 
the QM while the march was in progress. All 
day and night – and throughout the hot Sicilian 
and long Italian campaigns – Padre East was 

PADRE STEWART EAST
LEGENDARY 48TH REGIMENTAL

CHAPLAIN IN WWII
by Captain Don Aitchison, 48th Highlanders Padre and Chaplain

HIGHLANDER PROFILES
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always somewhere around with a mouthful of 
water, 6 bottles dangling from his tall frame, 
rejoicing in the name, Gunga Din.”  

His next miracle was to mysteriously 
procure five mules to give hobbled soldiers a 
break from the endless marching.

It was there in Sicily that Padre East buried 
his first, but not his last, Highlander. Lt. Edward 
MacLachlan was killed by a land mine on the 
road to Caltagirone. 

A few days later he conducted more burial 
services for a group of casualties which 
included two Jewish troops. To mark the graves 
he had the Pioneer platoon fashion regimental 
crosses and two Stars of David. He was 
everyone’s padre. 

Ten days into the Sicilian campaign, 
Padre East was evacuated to the hospital – he 
was burning himself out in his desire to do 
everything possible for the troops. He was back 
before the week was out and had realized that 
he would have to pace himself, but not much.

Around this time, he made the decision 
to bunk in with the Medical Officer at the 
Regimental Aid Post and not in the Rear 
Headquarters. This was going above and 
beyond the call of duty – but it was in keeping 
with his sense of responsibility. 

He picked up first aid skills and was able to 
help the medics when things got busy. Once a 
battle was over, he would lead search parties 
out to retrieve the dead and wounded. He 
wouldn’t rest until everyone was accounted for. 
When the regiment left Italy, every 48th  grave 
was noted, thanks to the untiring efforts of 
Padre East.  

Padre Waldo Smith, chaplain to the Ontario 
Regiment, confirms this reputation in his book 
What Time the Tempest  (page 156):

“Back by the road outside the town 
(Castropignano) I came upon Stewart East, 
padre of the 48th  Highlanders, characteristically 

on his way to one of their forward companies.  
One can do more for a man’s faith in going to 
him when he is being shot at than one can do 
in a year of preaching.  If the padre goes to him 
then and shows that he cares that much about 
him, then the soldier can believe that God cares 
too and is at his side.” 

ORTONA – CHRISTMAS 
1943

As Christmas 1943 approached, the 
Canadian 1st Division was pushing across the 
Moro river and engaging in famous battles at 
Cider Crossroads and Ortona. 

To help take the pressure off the 2nd 
brigade in Ortona, the 48th  Highlanders were 
given the task of capturing a high point north 
of the town near San Tommaso that earned the 
name Cemetery Hill from Padre East – not so 
much for buried Highlanders as for the enemy 
paratroopers who ended up there.

The Regiment captured the hill in a 
daring night time attack carrying only the 
bare essentials which left them isolated and 
exposed on Christmas Eve. They were forced 
to follow an old footpath, single file a mile 
inside enemy lines in the pouring rain and 
hoped not to be discovered. At one point they 
approached a house of enemy paratroopers 
having a Christmas party and quickly took 
them prisoner.

Once on their objective, enemy forces 
became aware of their presence and soon the 
Regiment was surrounded – but all through 
Christmas Day no attack came. There were 
skirmishes with the surrounding enemy and 
some casualties. 

A carrying party was sent up from the rear 
along the same treacherous footpath to retrieve 
the wounded. The front half of the relief party 

arrived near midnight 
led by Capt. Beal. The 
CO asked if that was 
everyone. 

“No, not yet, sir, but 
they’re coming. Don’t 
worry, sir. They’ll get 
here.” “What makes you 
so sure?” “Why,” said 
Capt. Beal with sublime 
confidence, “The Padre’s 
bringing up the rear!” 

In spite of some 
challenges along the 
way, the padre had 
successfully shepherded 
60 soldiers, mostly from 
the Sask. LI. One of 
them remarked on the 
chaplains’ command 

presence, “He stopped being nice and stormed 
at us like a sergeant-major.” 

While the troops were pleased to have the 
medics and relief supplies, the greatest relief 
was the arrival of their padre who in short 
order had spoken with all the casualties and 
been around the hill to visit most of the troops 
who were dug in.

As he sent the party back with the wounded 
and the prisoners, the CO gave Capt. Beal a 
message to deliver. All he wanted for Christmas 
was a Sherman! They ended up getting three 
of them on Boxing Day in the midst of a great 
battle, just in time.

Later that week the Regiment was tasked 
with clearing out San Tommaso. This turned 
out to be a costly battle which began badly when 
a poorly aimed artillery barrage took out one of 
the companies. In the midst of the chaos, Padre 
East once again was in the thick of the action 
making himself useful.

“With the stretcher bearers scattered and 
busy, and Capt. Byers’ RAP overtaxed with 
casualties, both 48th  and Jerries, Padre East 
had set up his own aid post in San Tommaso. 
He was everywhere. He personally supervised 
the collection of wounded and was tireless 
in searching for them in both hamlets. The 
casualties totaled 41. At noon, Col Johnston 
returned from his rest, and made a recce of 
both towns during the afternoon. He saw they 
were clear, but under observation and steady 
fire. The Padre was still working as a stretcher-
bearer, and sadly collecting the dead for burial.” 

As the new year began, the Regiment was 
pulled back and soldiers were given short leaves 
to recuperate. The following letter extract 
shows the effect the padre was having.

“Dear Mom and Dad: This is the first day 
out of the front line since I left England. We 
have a lovely Padre. Perhaps you have heard 
of him, Captain Stewart East, and he is such 
a grand man. There is none better and he has 
been helping the boys now for some years. Wilf 
(Craig) – Jan 11, 1944. 

Padre East’s courage and desire to serve did 
not just manifest itself on the battlefield. In his 
memoirs of the war, Padre Laurence Wilmot 
recalls an occasion in the spring of 1944 when 
Maj Gen Vokes had called the divisional padres 
together and was giving them a hard time for 
not doing more to keep morale high.

“As soon as General Vokes sat down, Stewart 
East, chaplain to the 48th  Highlanders, jumped 
to his full six-foot, six-inch height and declared, 
“Now, see here, General!”. He proceeded to 
tell him in no uncertain terms that, unless the 
army showed some evidence of concern and 
compassion for these men whose families were 
breaking down, they and their buddies would 
be asking themselves why they were fighting at 
all, and morale would become impossible. Other 

HIGHLANDER PROFILES
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chaplains then told their stories of what was 
happening in their regiments, adding more fuel 
to the fire under the general. When he finally 
had an opportunity to respond, General Vokes, 
in a very different tone of voice, congratulated 
the chaplains on the fine job they were doing. 
He assured them that the Higher Command 
was very much concerned about the needs of 
the men and that appropriate action would be 
taken on their behalf without delay. General 
Vokes gained a respect for the chaplains and for 
their work on behalf of the men, which had not 
been evident in his earlier remarks.” 

In May of 1944, the 
Regiment played a very 
important role in punching 
through the Hitler line on 
the road to the liberation of 
Rome. They attacked on May 
22. Padre East, as usual, was 
in the thick of it helping to 
organize a forward collecting 
post for casualties. As the 
citation for his MC reads:

This Chaplain was himself 
hit in the arm but undeterred, 
he continued to move among 
the men and encourage them. 
Later he was wounded in the 
leg but he dressed the injury 
himself and applied his own 
tourniquet. 

Before he would allow 
himself to be evacuated he 
insisted on going out to all 
company positions with the aid of a stick to 
prove to the men that he was not seriously hit 
and to assure them that he would return soon. 

HONORARY/CAPTAIN EAST is held in such 
high regard by all ranks of his unit that his 
presence in the Bridgehead combined with his 
gallant action exerted a tremendous influence 
on the men who were faced with a very serious 
situation. 

Padre East was evacuated to the hospital 
and spent the next few months recovering from 
his wounds. He returned to the regiment on the 
9th of September, 1944. He brought bad news. 
He was to be transfered to another unit. 

The new CO, LCol Mackenzie tried to contact 
brigade to see if anything could be done, but in 
the mean time, the Brigadier happened along 
for a hair cut from the regimental barber, who 
happened to be a favorite of his. The NCMs 
made the case for why he should not take their 
chaplain away and the padre stayed put. They 
celebrated that evening and the CO announced 
Padre East’s MC which was formally announced 
in the Supplement to the London Gazette 16th 
November 1944.

Later that month the padre ruffled some 

feathers by holding a church service in a 
Roman Catholic chapel near Rimini – but the 
troops were not bothered. 

In November, he went on a short leave to 
the Eternal City, Rome.  Padre Wilmot ran into 
him there in the Officers’ Club and they spent 
the next few days visiting famous churches and 
ruins. 

December 1944 saw the Regiment again 
in the midst of great battles, including the 
Lamone Crossing. The padre was key to the 
maintenance of morale. 

‘They were helped by that tall, lanky man 

– Padre East. He tirelessly made the rounds, 
visiting      even isolated squads. His cheery, 
“How are you, boys?” drew a refrain of 
reassurance. They would not worry him by a 
complaint.” 

Christmas that year was a cheerless one 
with the strain of a long way taking its toll on 
the troops and chaplains alike.  Padre East had 
been worn down by his constant exertions and 
no doubt the after effects of his wounds. As he 
himself later related,

 “I was all right if I did not have to bury more 
than three,” said the Padre. “When there were 
more to be found, and then searched for their 
personal things, and then buried, I was upset.” 

A church parade was held on Jan 7th at 
which Padre East conducted his last service 
before departing for England the next day. He 
was succeeded by padre Alex Rapson, who faced 
the disheartening task of replacing a legend.

In February, it was announced that he had 
also been awarded an MBE (Member of the 
Order of the British Empire). On May 18th, 
1945 Padre East received his MC and MBE 
from the King on the same day. When asked 
by a reporter what the MBE was for, the Padre 
humbly replied, “That just happened.’”

The padre saw his beloved Regiment once 
more before returning home to Canada in 1945. 
This was at Soest in the Netherlands, where 
the 48th  was waiting anxiously to go home. 

“His arrival was like calm, bright promise in 
a period of dark tempers and restless monotony. 
Everything was all right now. Major Stewart B. 
East, MC, MBE was the most decorated padre 
in the Canadian army, the men thought, and 
the most beloved, they were sure. They were 
dismayed to discover that the Padre could not 
go home with them; he had only come to say 
good-bye.” 

Fol lowing the war, 
Padre East returned to his 
congregation in Jarvis, 
Ontario before being called 
to the little United Church 
in Islington village. He 
spearheaded the construction 
of the new Islington United 
Church, which was opened 
in 1949. He ministered there 
for many years and retired in 
1973.

A mong his ma ny 
accolades, Padre East was 
given an honorary Doctor of 
Divinity degree by Victoria 
College at the University of 
Toronto in 1965. In addition 
to his church responsibilities, 
Stewart East was Padre of 
The Warriors’ Day Parade 
Council and was elected as an 

Alderman for Ward 2 of Etobicoke in 1976.
Padre East died on Thursday, June 29, 

1995, survived by his wife Mary and daughter 
Elizabeth “Libby” Brown (who kindly provided 
background information for this article).

dileaS Gu brath
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 A HIGHLANDER’S HIGHLANDER:
TOM WHITE AND HIS REGIMENT

By Capt (Ret) Steve Gilbert CD

(Editorial Note: The information in this article is drawn from the book 
“Comrades” (pages 41 – 46) by fellow Highlander Don Norris)

There are some members of our Regiment (only a select few) who, because 
of their dedication and leadership, become known as “A Highlander’s 

Highlander.” Tom White is one that select few.
Born in Toronto to a 48th Family – his Father, Uncles and Brothers all 

served in the Regiment – Tom joined the Rotary Highland Cadets in 1939 
and got his first taste of military life.

In 1944, at the age of eighteen, he began Active Service in preparation to 
fight in the Second World War. Completing his Basic Training in Brantford, 
he was promoted to Corporal and assigned as Recruit Instructor at the end 
of his training. 

Eventually, he was sent to the Infantry School in Camp Borden to complete 
Advanced Training. His performance there 
saw him rise to the rank of Acting Sergeant 
and move on to instruct at the Battle 
School in Meaford, where he was famous 
as a weapons specialist who could strip and 
assemble a bren gun in 15 seconds.

When the war in Europe ended in spring 
1945, Tom was selected, along with fellow 
Battle School Instructors, to join the Sixth 
Canadian Division and fight in the Pacific 
War. However, the Japanese surrender, in 
September of that year, ended World War 
II sooner than expected and, by mid-1946, 
Tom had been discharged from the Active 
Force and had returned to serve again in 
his Regiment, which he continued to do 
until 1951.

Work and Family commitments required 
Tom to leave the Active Battalion that 
time, but he went on to be an enthusiastic 
member of the OCA Guard from 1951 until 

the mid-1970s, a time when he also experienced great success in his 
business career.

He returned to Active status with the Regiment in 1978, when he 
became a 2nd Lieutenant in our 48th Highland Cadet Corps. Working 
hard to complete the necessary rank and trade courses for this new 
job, Tom also made significant contributions to the development of 
interesting and challenging training experiences for his Cadets and 
was instrumental in creating a 48th Cadet Pipe Band.

After taking Command of the Corps in 1985 (and subsequently, in 
that new role, having the opportunity to personally meet our Colonel-
in-Chief, when she visited the Regiment that year), Tom successfully 
raised the funds necessary to take a group of 48th Cadets to visit the 
Gordon Highlanders in Scotland and our World War II Battlefields in 
Holland.

He is rightly very proud that one of the young Cadets he trained 
was LCol Andrew Paterson, who later went on to Command the 
Regiment.

Tom, a new Cadet CO, meets Her Majesty, our Col in Chief

About to fly to Scotland to visit our Battlefields in Holland

Taking Command of the 48th Highland Cadet Corps
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On completion of his tour as Cadet Corps  Commanding Officer, 
Tom was promoted to the rank of Major and appointed PMC of the 
Officers Mess, a role he fulfilled for two Commanding Officers. 
During this time, he was most honoured to Command his old 
Regimental subunit, the OCA Guard, on our 100th Anniversary 
Reception of New Colours Parade in May, 1991.

Appropriate recognition came, in 1997, when Tom was awarded 
the Commander Land Force Central Area Commendation, in 
recognition of his many contributions to his Regiment.

He has gone on, during recent years to serve as the OCA 
President, member of the Officers Association and OCA Life 
Members Association and of the Royal Canadian Legion.

His most recent moment of Regimental pride was forming up 
on our 2015 Remembrance Parade, knowing that, not far away, in 
the ranks of the 48th Highland Cadet Corps, his Great Grandson, 
Cadet Oscar Cynamon – Gardner, was also on parade.

For this Highlander’s Highlander, who began his time in the 
Regiment as a Rotary Cadet, life had come full circle.

Tom and Oscar

Tom as a new Cpl - 1944 Tom in 1945 - a Battle School Instructor

With his Cadets. visiting the Gordon Highlanders in Scotland

On Parade with the OCA Guard in the 1950s
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A TRIBUTE TO THE REGIMENTS LEGACY

A TOAST TO THE
REGIMENT

WO AND SGTS
MESS DINNER,

17 OCT 2015
by Sgt Jeremy Moore

Honorary Colonel Elms, 
Honora r y  L ieutena nt 

Colonel Scott, Colonel Pedwell, 
Regimental Sergeant Major 
Murphy, President of the Mess 
Committee for the Junior Ranks, 
Guests, and Highlanders.

On the 16th of October, 1891, 
a militia regiment designated 
the 48th Battalion ‘Highlanders’ 
was raised in the City of Toronto 
by a group of individuals intent 
on establishing the city’s 
first Highland regiment. The 
Battalion began to drill at the 
Upper Canada College and was 
marched out in the city on the 
21st of April 1892.

The Battalion first saw 
combat operations in 1899, 
when Highlanders formed a 
part of the First Canadian 
Contingent in the Boer War. 
During this conf lict the 
Battalion was awarded its first 
Battle Honour, South Africa 
1899-1900, and in 1900 was 
designated the 48th Regiment 
‘Highlanders’. 

During the First World War, 
the Regiment raised three 
battalions and formed a part 
of the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force, earning 21 Batt le 
Honours in such actions as 
the Second Battle of Ypres, Somme, Vimy 
Ridge and Passchendaele.

At the outbreak of the Second World 
War, the Regiment was again called upon 
for active service and a battalion was 
raised. In June of 1940, the Regiment 
was deployed into France with the 1st 
Canadian Division, only to be withdrawn 
and deployed in the defence of England. 

The Summer of 1943 saw the Regiment 
participating in the landing at Sicily 
and fighting up the Italian Peninsula, 
distinguishing itself in battles such as 
Assoro, Ortona, the Hitler Line, and the 

Gothic Line. The Regiment was then sent 
north to assist in the liberation of Holland 
and northwest Europe. The Regiment was 
award 27 further Battle Honours for its 
actions during the Second World War.

During the 1950’s, more than 70 
Highlanders were deployed with regular 
force units to fight in the Korean War, and 
several hundred more served with NATO 
forces in Germany during the Cold War. 

Since that time, Highlanders have seen 
active service on both NATO and United 
Nations missions in Cyprus, Somalia, the 
Golan Heights, Cambodia, Bosnia, Croatia 
and Kosovo.

More recently, 48th Highlanders have 
fought as members of the International 
Security Assistance Force under NATO 
command in Afghanistan, earning the 
Regiment’s most recent Battle Honour. 
Several weeks ago a Highlander returned 
from operations in Kuwait, deployed in 
support of Operation Impact.

This Regiment’s history is storied and 
it is great. It demonstrates a tradition of 
service to Canada that any Highlander, and 
indeed any Canadian, can be proud of.

As we enter the year 2016, we approach 
a significant milestone in the Regiment’s 
history: 125 years this Regiment has been 
in existence. A longer time than any man 
or woman who has ever served in this 
Regiment has lived. And this does seem an 

appropriate fact, because the 
Regiment is so much greater, so 
much more significant than any 
one Highlander could ever be.

This Regiment has suffered 
more loss than any one 
Highlander could ever, with one 
thousand, seven hundred and 
eighty four Officers and Men 
lost in combat.

This Regiment has achieved 
greater victory than any one 
Highlander could ever hope to, 
with 50 Battle Honours awarded 
in recognition of its war service 
to this country.

And yet, the Regiment 
is also a glorious sum of its 
parts, made up of every 48th 
Highlander past and present 
that has ever served in its 
ranks. Every Highlander, in 
greater and in lesser portions, 
helping to form the glory that is 
this Regiment.

Tonight is a celebration of 
that glory, and all those here 
are participants in carrying on 
the great tradition that is this 
Regiment.

Dileas Gu Brath. Faithful 
Forever. We are faithful, and it 
is forever.
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UCC laying their wreathUpper Canada College Honouring the 48th

Jim Shontaler Operation Raise A Flag Sunnybrook Douglas Gardiner

Sunnybrook Volunteer Alec ShipmanStanley Leonard Vic Cooper
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SUNNYBROOK HOSPITAL - VETERANS WING

COOPER, Vic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  LGSE  37   647-341-8573

LEONARD,  Stanley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . LGE  23

SHONTALER  Jim  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .K2C  27   416-483-4349

SPECIAL CARE UNITS

GREEN, Stuart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Not Listed

These Highlanders will be pleased to hear from you.

A special thanks to our Visiting Party and their 

special efforts to stay in touch with them.

HIGHLANDERS CONFINED TO BARRACKS

FEBRUARY 2016
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A.E. (TED) BROCK

(WW II IST BN  LT)

by RSM, CWO (Ret) Doug Chappelle

Comrades, time catches up with us and now 
we have lost another of our WW II Comrades, 

the last surviving 1st Battalion Officer, now 
posted to upper camp.

BROCK, A.E. (Ted) died peacefully at home 
in Qualicome Beach B.C. on November 20th 
2015 - in his 94th year after a lifetime of public 
service. A Veteran of WW II where he served 
with distinction with the 48th Highlanders of 
Canada and post war with the Cdn. Provost 
Corp, rising to the rank of Captain - then 25 
years with the Toronto Police, 

He retired from TPS in 1974 after beginning 
his police career with the Forest Hill PD and 

ending as Sgt of Detectives in TPS 14 Division. 
His last career assignment  was with Seneca 
College as Director of the Law Enforcement 
Program and one time Dean of The Applied Arts 
Division.

Ted was interviewed by the Toronto Star 
for a Remembrance Day article previously and 
touched on one of the significant duties he had 
to perform as a platoon commander in Italy.  

Ted will be sadly missed by his loving family 
and by all Highlanders who knew him.

RIP Ted.
dileaS Gu brath

-----------  ---------

NICHOLAS
(NICK) BIRCH

48TH OCA LIFE MEMBER

(Edited Excerpts from June 11th, 2015, Memorial Service, 
St. George’s Church, Anglican Parish of Georgina, 

Sibbald Point, Ontario)

Nick Birch passed away on June 5th, 2015, 
at the E.W.Bickle Centre, in Toronto.  He 

was 86 and is survived by his wife Ann, sons 
John and Hugh, three grandchildren, and 
brother, Fred, and their respective family 
members.

He taught high 
school in Ontario for 
many years and was 
a life-long supporter 
of the arts: ballet, 
symphony, opera and 
theatre. Nick was 
also an outspoken 
political critic and 
an active member 
of the Peel Retired 
Teachers’ PAC.

He played the 
snare drum in his 
youth with the 
48th Highlanders 
Cadet Corps and 
was the unofficial 
photographer for the 
48th Old Comrades 
A ssociat ion for 
many years.

Nick gave his 
time unstintingly to support disadvantaged 
youth.

He read widely, went fishing, travelled 
to many countries, spent his mornings in 
Toronto’s High Park, tended his beautiful rose 
gardens and made soup.  

Family and friends remember his 
generosity and empathy.

Additional comments from Captain, The 
Reverend Greg E. Bailey, KStG, Rector, Parish 
of Georgina, who officiated the memorial 
service for Nick Birch:

“I was Nick’s Padre for about nine years, 
during which I often met him at Regimental 
events.

His camera was a permanent attachment 
to his hand. I suspect he had been born with 
a Brownie (an old style camera) at the end of 
his arm. In any event, he took photographs – 
hundreds of thousands of them!

And he always seemed able to share these 
with the people in the pictures, no matter 
how long previously they had been taken.  I 
remember receiving large envelopes long 
after I had forgotten the events at which they 
had been taken.

Nick was a kind man with a generous 
heart.  The 48th Highlanders meant a great 
deal to him.

It was my privilege, both as his former 
Padre and as the Rector of the Parish of 
Georgina, to celebrate his service.

Nick is now buried in the historic cemetery 
of St. George, Sibbald Point, Ontario, along 
with Stephen Leacock, Mazo de la Roche, and 
other luminaries.”

Nick Birch, hard at work, taking photos of the event, Pachino Day, Belleville 2013.

Ted as young officer in WWII.
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MEMORIAL TRIBUTES
A 70TH ANNIVERSARY TRIBUTE TO 

LCOL DONALD ALEXANDER
MACKENZIE, DSO, DSC

(1914-45)

COMMANDING OFFICER, 48TH HIGHLANDERS OF 
CANADA, 1944-45

by Sgt (Ret) Al Kowalenko, OCA Life Member

 

April 12, 2015, marked the 70th anniversary of the passing of LCol Donald Aexander 
Mackenzie, WWII Commanding Officer of the 48th Highlanders of Canada.
His untimely and tragic death in 1945 is an iconic moment in the history of the Regiment.   

He was a well-respected and capable CO, leading the 48th in its drive forward during the 
final stages of the tough Italian Campaign and into the liberation of Holland at the end of 
WWII.He was awarded the Distinguished Service Order (DSO) in 1944 for gallant service 
and posthumously awarded the American Distinguished Service Cross (DSC).

Today, LCol Mackenzie is remembered and honored in the Regiment by the annual 
“Mackenzie Shoot” between the Officers and SrNCOs.  He is worthy of our praise and 
admiration as a true war hero who served in the finest traditions of the Regiment, a great 
example of Dileas Gu Brath!

An extensive historical article on LCol Mackenzie is currently in preparation and will 
appear in a future edition of The Falcon.

WILLIAM “BILL”
DANCE

A PERSONAL 
REMEMBRANCE

by MWO(Ret) Mark McVety, OCA President

Bill Dance was definitely a person 
of par ticular admiration and a 

representative symbol of what a 48th 
Highlander should strive to be…in my mind 
a Regimental icon.

Bill was a second generation Highlander… 
his father served in the Regiment and so did 
his brother Jim.  Colonel John Lowndes was 
his Platoon and Company Commander and 
Bill could chew your ear off about the old days 
with Colonel Lowndes when given a chance.

I first met Bill at the 1971 Reunion (80th 
Anniversary of the Regiment) at Moss Park 
Armoury. He had his regular souvenir table 
and, as per usual, you could not get away 
without buying something.  

On  Sunday afternoon, after the parade 
to the 48th monument at Queen’s Park, my 
mother met me and we went over to the 
Reunion souvenir table.  Half an hour later 
my Mom’s purse was lighter by about $25 and 
I had a couple of steins, pins, OCA Cap Badge 
and other collectables.  You just couldn’t say 
no to Bill.

Bill started in the Regiment as a cadet in 
the late 1940s and early ‘50s and worked his 
way up to be an Honoured Life Member of the 
Old Comrades Association.  

Though his time in uniform was short, 
his contributions to the Regiment and 
Regimental Organizations were a lifelong 
labour of love.  

Bil l contributed to anything and 
everything or he personally organized the 

event, in order to help support projects that 
Bill thought needed his help.  Bill was a true 
devotee to all things 48th.  He contributed 
goods from his business, money from his 
pocket or just his time to make many 48th 
events successful.

Bill’s biggest contribution to the 48th 
Highlanders was himself, his personality, 
his vitality and his demeanor assisted him 
in helping people feel good even if it was just 
for the time of the event.  

Bill will be missed by all facets of the 
Regimental Family.  The ladies will no longer 
have the Regimental Flirt to boost their 
spirits.  

The Pipes and Drums Mess (Bill’s 
alternate home) will have to make do with 
smaller profits as Bill will not be there to 
cheer up Kirstie and put a few dollars into 
their till.  

Even though Bill will no longer be with 
us, his spirit will live on with the Battalion 
and the Cadet Corps that he loved.

I considered Bill a good friend and 
colleague, and a stellar member of our Old 
Comrades Association.

reSt in peaCe hiGhlander, we will 
never See another juSt like you.

dileaS!!!

ABOVE: Lt. Col. D.A. Mackenzie DSO, DFC 
Commanding Officer, 48th Highlanders of Canada 
KIA 12 April 1945. This portrait by Charles Comfort, 
war artist, hangs in the Officers’ Mess
Photo by HLCol Geordie Beal. 



REMEMBERING THE FALLEN

Honouring the Fallen at Queens park In Ypres Belgium

In HOlland

At First Canadian Place In the WO’s and Sgts mess



DILEAS GU BRATH

Kathleen (Kay) Major. . . . . . . Oshawa   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 Mar, 2015

William (Bill) Dance  . . . . . . . Toronto . . . . . . . . 11 Mar, 2015

Nick Birch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Toronto . . . . . . . . 5 June, 2015

Christopher (Chris) Harrison Toronto . . . . . . . . 16 Jun, 2015

Chris Chapman . . . . . . . . . . . . Winnipeg . . . . . . 18 June, 2015

Alfred (Alf) Payton . . . . . . . . . Toronto . . . . . . . . 24 Aug, 2015

John Wakefield . . . . . . . . . . . . Toronto . . . . . . . . 5 Sept, 2015

A.E. (Ted) Brock . . . . . . . . . . . Qualicome, BC . . . . 20 Nov, 2015

Harry Albert Shipman . . . . . . Hamilton . . . . . . . 14 Dec, 2015

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, 

We will remember them.  

FEBRUARY 2016

IN MEMORIAM


