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15th Battalion 
Memorials Unveiled

by BGen (Ret’d) G Young OMM CD

The Icelandic volcano had cancelled all 
air travel to Europe and the scheduled 

ceremonies for the unveiling of the four 15th 
Battalion memorials were in danger of being 
cancelled. However, on the evening of April 
20th a window opened and Air Canada tested 
the skies with one flight from Toronto to Paris. 
Fortunately, the members of the 15th Battalion 
Memorial Project Team were onboard and 
with that the ceremonies planned for April 
24th in Belgium and April 26th in France 
could proceed as scheduled. It had very much 
been an Eisenhower moment right up to flight 
departure.

THE GRAVENSTAFEL RIDGE 
MEMORIAL

April 24th was, to the exact day, the 95th 
anniversary of the infamous gas attack on 
the Canadian salient during the 2nd Battle 
of Ypres 1915 and the warm sunny weather 
that morning on Gravenstafel ridge near what 
was known then as Locality C was very much 
what it was like on the morning of the battle. 
The ceremony here would be the first in a 
series of ceremonial events to commemorate 
the 15th Battalion in several locations in and 
around Ypres that spanned the entire day. The 
first memorial was unveiled and dedicated 
on Gravenstafel Ridge at 10:30hrs as all in 
attendance looked out over the monument 
into the very ground where the Canadians 

THE 15TH BATTALION MEMORIAL PROJECT: PHASE ONE ACHIEVED

48th Veterans Return to
Holland for 65th Anniversary 

of Liberation

by HCol Geordie Beal CD

Second War veterans of the 48th Highlanders 
returned to The Netherlands in early May 

this year. Morris Tracey, Norm Gogo, Morley 
Hunter and Herb Pike of the 1st Battalion and 
George Maclean of the 2nd Battalion proudly 
represented our Regiment during the week long 
celebrations centered on Apeldoorn. Members 
of the greater 48th Highlanders family came 
in support, many to see where their fathers 
and grandfathers had fought. Several brought 
their children to pass on to another generation 
an understanding of the connection that exists 

The 48th wreath laying party at the Gravenstafel ceremony: Captain Gilbert;  
HonLCol John Newman; BGen Young; Captain Goldman.

…CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

“He is not missing, He is Here”
Field Marshal Lord Plumer at the unveiling of the Menin 

Gate Memorial to the Missing 
24th July 1927.

It was 95 years to the exact day of the battle 
of 2nd Ypres in 1915 and at 20:00hrs on the 

evening of April 24th 2010 the 15th Battalion 
was accorded the honour of a Special Extended 
Ceremony in place of the traditional daily Last 
Post ceremony at The Menin Gate in Ypres. 
Earlier the same day two memorials to the 15th 
Battalion had been unveiled and dedicated in 
ceremonies on Gravenstafel ridge and in the 
town of St Julien just outside Ypres as well 
a memorial plaque in St George’s Memorial 
Chapel in Ypres itself.

Inaugurated on July 24, 1927, the Menin 
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 EDITORIAL: A SPECIAL EDITION

This is a unique issue of the Falcon, featuring content from a variety of 
authors and photographers on a number of interesting and important 

topics. 
We look first at the recent activities of the 15th Battalion Memorial 

Project, which, under the leadership of Honourary Lieutenant Colonel 
Newman and Brigadier General Young, the Project Chairman, focused 
on the unveiling and dedication four new monuments in Northwest 
Europe. Three are located in Belgium’s Ypres Salient, where Highlanders 
suffered through and withstood the first major gas attack on the Western 
Front and one is in France, at the site of the “Crow’s Nest,” the site of 
an important victory won by our Regiment, in September 1918, during 
“Canada’s Hundred Days.” Included in these accounts is a moving 
description of the experience and feelings of Mister Ed Botterell, who 
accompanied the Project team to Ypres, where his uncle fought as a 
Highlander in 1915. 

We move on to hear about a delegation of Highlanders, led by 
Honourary Colonel Beal, who arrived in Holland, last May, to attend 
ceremonies marking the 65th Anniversary of V. E. (Victory in Europe) 
Day and commemorate the important contribution made by the 
Regiment’s Veterans in the 1945 liberation of the Netherlands. Included 
here is a special article describing the participation, in this important 
Anniversary, of the St Andrew’s College Cadet Corps Pipes and Drums.

There are also first hand accounts and pictures of the Active Battalion’s 
involvement in two major operational tasks this past summer. We get 
the story of Op Cadence, in the words of a young officer serving, as a 
Platoon Commander in support of Police and Security activities at the G 
20 Summit in June. And, we hear about an Arctic sovereignty operation 
called Op Nanook, as described by the Deputy Commanding Officer, 
who led a composite rifle company to Resolute Bay as part of it

We also feature the Toronto Military Family Support Centre (TMFRC), 
the staff of the Regimental Museum, the 48th and St Andrew’s College 
Cadet Corps’ Annual Parades, Major George Pearce’s inspiring “Toast to 
the Regiment” and a reminder to everyone about important Upcoming 
Events through the Fall and early Winter months ahead.

We hope that you enjoy this bigger, much more detailed and 
comprehensive edition of the Falcon, and, as always, we look forward to, 
and encourage, submissions to our future editions, from all branches of 
the Regimental Family and beyond. 

Promotions and Awards:
Below are the names  of Highlanders promoted  since November 2009:

MCpl Locke to Sgt 2 Sep 10     Cpl Choi J. to MCpl 1 Jun 10
Pte Aldana-Garcia to Cpl 18 May 10     Pte Goncalves DFM to Cpl 18 May 10

Pte Choi M.H. to Cpl 29 Jan 10     Pte Choi V.W. to Cpl 29 Jan 10
  

TOP CANDIDATES:  
Cpl Kim S. on DP2A         Pte Boyden on DP1A

AWARDS:
BGen G. Young - United States Joint Unit Meritorious Award  

with Oak Leaf Cluster

If you would like to contribute to future issues, please 
e-mail your stories and pictures to:

falcon_newsletter@hotmail.com

Thank you to all those who made submissions to this issue.

This issue of the Falcon published by

Capt (Ret’d) Steve Gilbert - Editor
Sgt (Ret’d) Adam Bernard - Design

for more info about Adam Bernards'  
graphic design services please visit: 

www.adambernard.ca or call 647-428-5817

A messAge From HLCoL JoHn B. neWmAn

On 26 April, 2010, the 15th Battalion Memorial Project Team 
completed phase one of its ongoing task. It took part in the 

dedication of our Regimental Memorial at the site, in France, known 
as the Crows Nest, In doing so, the Team honoured our unit’s sacrifice 
and victory at that 1918 battle. Three days previously on 24 April, 
dedications had also taken place in Belgium, at Gravenstafel Ridge, the 
town of St Julien and St George’s Chapel in Ypres. Significantly, these 
ceremonies occurred ninety-five years to the exact day in 1915 that the 
Highlanders of the 15th Battalion fought, and many died, in their first 
major World War One engagement, the second battle of Ypres.

With these important events in mind, on behalf of all members 
of the Regimental Family, I want to thank BGen (Ret’d) Greg Young, 
Capt (Ret’d) Vic Goldman and Capt (Ret’d) Steve Gilbert for a 
job outstandingly well done in completing Phase One of this very 
important project.

At the same time, I also want to sincerely thank those who 
provided much needed financial support to ensure the completion 
of the Crow’s Nest monument. We raised over $10,000 as a result of 
your generous donations. 

Formal recognition of all donors involved is tabled elsewhere 
in this edition of the Falcon and will be formally recorded at an 
appropriate location in our Regimental Museum.

Currently, the Team is working on the next Phase of the Project, 
which will involve memorials at 2 other sites where the Regiment 
fought during the Great War, Mount Sorrel in Belgium and Festubert 
in France. Once again, funds will be required from private sources 
in order to achieve the realization of these new, very worthwhile 
projects and I know that we can rely on your support to achieve the 
completion of these memorial sites.

Dileas

J.B.N.
HLCol 

www.adambernard.ca  
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and somewhat private but very meaningful 
as the 15th Battalion took its place of honour 
amongst the vast multitude of WWI memorials 
that dominate the interior of the Chapel.

THE MENIN GATE SPECIAL EXTENDED 
LAST POST 

The Project Team had requested and 
were granted the honour of having a Special 
Extended Last Post ceremony that evening 
under The Menin Gate. These evening Last Post 
ceremonies, which occur every day of the year, 
are always well attended by locals and tourists 
and this night was no exception. Between the 
95th anniversary of the gas attack and ANZAC 
Day occurring several days later, the crowd 
was quite large. Normally during this 20:00hrs 
ceremony only the Last Post and Reveille are 
sounded by four buglers but that night there 
were six buglers and officials approved our 
request to have the Passchendaele 1917 Pipes 
and Drums also take part. In addition, BGen 
Young was asked to deliver The Exhortation 
on behalf of all assembled. The group of 
representatives from the Regiment were placed 
front and centre in the Hall of Memory under 
the Gate’s arch and at the appropriate time 
Honorary LCol Newman and BGen Young 
laid the first wreath of the evening ceremony 
on behalf of The Regiment to commemorate 
the 15th Battalion. Few commemoration 
ceremonies can match the atmosphere created 
at The Menin Gate but that night the presence 
of a full Pipe Band dressed in 1917 uniform 

and then everyone moved to St Julien for the 
second ceremony.

THE ST JULIEN MEMORIAL
The second ceremony took place in front 

of the community centre in the heart of St 
Julien where again 95 years to the day,No 
2 Company, detached from the main 15th 
battle position forward of Gravenstafel ridge, 
had fought in a attempt to hold the town 
from the German advance. The unveiling and 
dedication of the memorial in this location 
mirrored the earlier ceremony in protocol and 
attendance with the only difference here being 
the speeches which were delivered by the EU 
Director; our Honorary LCol and the Project 
Chairman.  Immediately following, a reception 
hosted by Langemarck-Poelkapelle was held in 
the community centre and gifts of appreciation 
were presented by the Honorary LCol and 
Project Chairman to those individuals and 
organizations who had provided support to the 
project and the dedications.

THE ST GEORGE’S MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
MEMORIAL

Later that afternoon in the centre of Ypres 
itself just behind the famous Cloth Hall a small 
ceremony took place in St George’s Memorial 
Chapel to dedicate a memorial plaque to the 
15th Battalion. The ceremony was attended 
by all of the Regimental group mentioned 
earlier; the minister and curator of St George’s 
and the CBC film crew who was with us 
throughout the entire day. This event was short 

were overwhelmed by chlorine gas, artillery 
and superior German numbers. On this day 
the Last Post and the piper’s Lament carried 
over quiet fields where the only things moving 
were farmer’s tractors planting crops, a sharp 
contrast to what one would seen there 95 years 
earlier. The moving ceremony was very well 
attended; representing The Regiment were the 
Honorary LCol John Newman; Herb Pike; and 
all the members of The Project Team as well as 
Mr Ed Botterell whose uncle fought there with 
15th; representatives of the Canadian Forces 
from SHAPE HQ in Brussels; the local Belgian 
veterans organization; representatives from 
The British Legion; the Menin Gate buglers 
of The Last Post Association; a piper and 
representatives of The Passchendaele Pipes and 
Drums; representatives from The Passchendaele 
1917 Society and Museum who had been 
instrumental to the project’s success, most 
notably Mr Freddy DeClerk; the EU Director of 
The Scottish Government; municipal officials 
from the town of Langemarck-Poelkapelle, our 
project partners; the landowner who donated 
the site; and many other people from local 
communities and organizations.

Speeches on behalf of the Government of 
Canada and Langemarck-Poelkapelle were 
poingiant; all the traditional customs were 
observed – unveiling; religious dedication; 
laying of wreaths; Last Post-Lament-Reveille; 

15th Battalion Memorials Unveiled
…continued from page 1

Captain Gilbert; Menin Gate buglers; Passcendaele 1917 Piper; Herb Pike and Captain Goldman at St Julien dedication 

…CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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certainly intensified the mood.

THE CROW’S NEST
Two days later in France just south of 

Arras outside the small town of Hendecourt 
les Cagnicourt, the fourth memorial to the 
15th battalion was unveiled and dedicated. 
The mid afternoon ceremony took place 
on the forward slope of the hill that was a 
formidable forward German position known 
in September 1918 as The Crow’s Nest. The 
hill was blocking the Canadian advance on 
The D-Q Line and had to be taken in order 
to gain  secure assault positions for the main 
offensive. On 01 September the 15th Battalion 
assaulted The Crow’s Nest and the adjacent 
Chateau Wood successfully capturing both 
objectives. The ceremony here was very much 
like that held on Gravenstafel Ridge several 
days earlier: a quiet, sunny day; an elevated 
position overlooking the entire battlefield and 
Commonwealth War Grave cemeteries; and 
well attended. Michel Gravel, the Cornwall 
WWI historian who was central to the creation 
of this memorial acted as the MC; the Project 
Team again represented The Regiment; and in 
attendance were; M. Marquaille and his family 
who donated the land and built the memorial; 
mayors and officials from Hendecourt and other 
surrounding towns; the owners of Chateau 
Wood and The Chateau; the Canadian Military 
attaché from Paris; the Canadian Forces padre 
from SHAPE HQ; The Canadian Site Director 
and guides from Beaumont Hamel; officers 
representing The French Army; local French 
veteran’s organizations; the Pipe Major and 
a bugler from the Somme Battlefield Pipes 
and Drums; the band from a local school; 
several local museum directors; and people 
from the surrounding area. Here again all 
the normal commemoration, unveiling and 
dedication protocols were observed as well as 
an unexpected but perfectly timed low flyover 

by a formation of French Air Force Mirage jets 
during the Last Post.

Following the ceremony a reception was 
held on the grounds of nearby Chateau Wood 
in the Chateau itself, the use of which had been 
graciously donated by the owners. This was 
the very Chateau (rebuilt of course) that had 
been captured by the 15th during the Crow’s 
Nest assault. The reception was an excellent 
affair and as at St Julien, gifts of appreciation 
were presented to all those individuals and 
organizations that had supported the project 
and the dedication. Of interest, the owners of 
the Chateau, which is today a facility open to 
the public for events, were presented a mounted 
picture of Lt Loudon (he was killed during the 
fighting in Chateau Wood in 11918) and they 
promptly announced the reception hall would 
be named ‘the Loudon Room’ I his honour. 
The local community is very well aware of 
the events that occurred in their area and the 
numerous CWGC cemeteries and memorials 
are a constant reminder of the Great War. As 
a result of the project and now the presence of 
The Crow’s Nest memorial, more detail of those 
events, including the role and sacrifice of the 
15th Battalion (48th Highlanders of Canada) is 
part of the fabric of the area 

15th Battalion Memorials Unveiled
…continued from page 3

Crow’s Nest dedication 26 April. Project Team with M. Bruno Marquaille who donated the land for the memorial.
BELOW: CF Padre Legault from SHAPE HQ dedicates The Crow’s Nest memorial with Pipe Major of the Somme P & D.

‘CroW’s nest’ memoriAL suCCeeds 
WitH generous donor support

by BGen (Ret’d) G Young, Project Chairman

Readers will recall that, in the Winter 2009 
Issue of The Falcon, the 15th Battalion 

Memorial Project Team made a request to all 
branches and members of the Regimental family 
and friends of the Regiment for donations to 
help finance a memorial to be erected in France 
at Hendecourt les Cagnicourt to commemorate 
the battle of The Crow’s Nest.  The response 
was immediate and the generosity of the donors 
provided sufficient funds to insure that the project 
could proceed as scheduled.  The result was that, 
in a moving ceremony on April 27th 2010, the 
memorial to the 15th Battalion was unveiled and 
dedicated on the forward slope of  ‘The Crow’s 
Nest’.  Although plans are being developed that 
will see the donors formally recognized in a 
display of the memorial replicas at the Regimental 
Museum, The Project Team would like to take 
this opportunity to acknowledge the generosity of 
all those individuals and groups whose donations 
contributed to the success of this Phase of the 15th 
Battalion Memorial Project.

Donald Antoine
James Bailie 
Geordie Beal
Blair Carbert
Bill Darling

Robert Darling
William DeHarte

Mark Dube
Christine Featherstone

Steve Gilbert
Victor Goldman

Donald Greer
Hugh Guthrie

Anatol von Hahn
William Jensen

Bill Lambert
Ann Lang

John Lowndes
Tom McKean
John Newman

Katherine Newman
Dan Oliver

George Pearce
Richard Read
Alec Shipman
George Turner

Robert C. Williams 
Greg Young

The Continuing Sergeant’s Association
The IODE

The Officer’s Association
The Old Comrades Association 
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of permanent residents. However, this small 
resident community plays host to over 100,000 
visitors each year. In 2002 the church celebrated 
the 75th anniversary of the laying of the 
foundation stone.  It continues to attract visitors 
from all over the world and memorial plaques 
are still dedicated by individuals, schools and 
regiments .

The church itself is full of memorials to 
regiments and individual soldiers who died in 
the Ypres Salient. In the Sanctuary, dominated 

by the stained glass window to the Guards 
Division, brass plaques can be seen 
around the altar and on the floor. 
Smaller plaques are found on the 
backs of the chairs in the aisles and 
on the walls. It is an unique living 
memorial where the individual 
and regimental sacrifices are not 
forgotten but where visitors from all 
over the world can spend some time 
contemplating their lives.

Project Chairman’s Note: On April 
24th, 2010 a brass memorial plate 
commemorating  the 15th Battalion 
was unveiled and dedicated in St 
George’s Chapel as part of the day 
long dedications and ceremonies in 
Ypres 

the British community. In 1938 the school 
had 98 children. The school was closed at the 
outbreak of the Second World War and never 
re-opened. The building now serves as the 
church hall. The vicarage and Pilgrim’s Hall 
were sold in the post-war years as the church 
authorities at the time felt that the British 
community could no longer support a chaplain. 
Indeed, the British community never regained 
the numbers it had in the twenties and thirties, 

but there is still a small community 

St George’s Memorial Church, Ypres

By Patrick Hawkes, Curator

St George’s was built as a memorial to the 
thousands of men who died in the three 

battles of the Ypres Salient. At the end of the First 
World War, 500,000 men had died and the 160 
Commonwealth War Cemeteries around Ypres 
mark the area on which they fell. In 1918 with 
their town completely devastated, the people of 
Ypres set about the task of rebuilding in the same 
style as it had been in 1914. Since the end of the 
Second World War, St George’s has also served 
as a memorial to the troops who passed through 
Ypres.

Field Marshal Sir John French, First Earl 
of Ypres, and a former Army Commander, 
appealed for a memorial church to be built 
in Ypres. Land was allocated and planning 
permission granted by the town and on Saturday 
24 July 1927, Field Marshal Lord Plumer laid 
the foundation stone of the church. On 24 
March 1929, the Bishop of Fulham dedicated 
the church for worship.

By the late twenties a thriving British 
community had grown up in Ypres and 
surrounding areas. These were the families 
of men who had come over to build and later 
maintain the graves of the many war cemeteries 
dotted around the Salient. These men were 
joined by wives and later children and a school, 
vicarage and Pilgrim’s Hall were built in the 
grounds of the church. A school was built next 
to the vicarage as a donation by Eton College 

to educate the children of 
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CHuimHniCHiBH-  
tHe pAssCHendAeLe 1917  

pipes & drums

By Erwin Ureel

Chairman’s Note: The Passchendaele 1917 
Pipes & Drums are a Flemish pipeband which 

is deeply rooted in the  ongoing remembrance 
campaigns in Flanders Fields The following 
articlel explains the origins, philosophy and 
activities of the band. Erwin Mia is the Secretary 
and the P&D provided signficant support to 
the dedication and remembrance ceremonies 
commemorating the 15th Battalion in Ypres on 
24 April 2010.

In 2005, some volunteers from the 
Passchendaele 1917 Memorial Museum 
(Zonnebeke) started a campaign to raise a 
Scottish Memorial in Flanders. As a result, a 
Celtic High Cross was unveiled on the 25th 
of August 2007 at  Frezenberg. in the tiny 
hamlet of Zonnebeke which was the very spot  
captured by the 15th (Scottish) Division on 31st 
of July 1917, the first day of the infamous Third 
Battle of Ypres/ Passchendaele. 

The memorial was not intended to 
remember solely the Scottish Regiments of the 
British Isles. One of the bronze plaques on the 
base states clearly that the cross is dedicated to 
all people from Scottish origin who participated 
in the Great War. This was a deliberate choice, 
as the initiators were very well aware of the 
large number of Scottish soldiers who fought 
with the Canadian, Australian, English, New- 
Zealand, South- African and other contingents.

As a result of  the very succesful Scottish 
Memorial in Flanders, a number of  offshoot- 

Vic Goldman and Steve Gilbert; and Herb 
Pike) were at the center of The Hall of 
Memories; BGen Young was asked to deliver 
the Exhortation; and a wreath was laid on 
behalf of The Regiment to the Fallen of the15th.  
In addition to the Last Post sounded by an 
expanded group of buglers, we were accorded 
the privilige of having the entire ceremony 
supported by the complete contingent from 
The Passchendaele 1917 Pipes and Drums. This 
moving ceremony was a most fitting conclusion 
to a full day of commemoration events in 
honour of the 15th Battalion, all of which was 
filmed by the CBC for Regimental archives 

 

Gate Memorial bears the names of 55,896 
soldiers of the British Commonwealth who 
fell in the Ypres Salient and whose final resting 
place is unknown. Among the names of these 
soldiers are 6,940 Canadians and of those 258 
are from the 15th Battalion inscribed on Panels 
18-24-26-30.

AD MAJOREM DEI GLORIAM HERE 
ARE RECORDED NAMESOF OFFICERS 

AND MEN WHO FELL 
IN YPRES SALIENT BUT TO WHOM 

THE FORTUNE OF WAR DENIED 
THE KNOWN AND HONOURED BURIAL 
GIVEN TO THEIR COMRADES IN DEATH 

Designed by Sir 
Reginald Blomfield 
and built by the British 
government, the 
Menin Gate Memorial 
stands on the site of 
what would have been 
the closest exit from 
Ypres to enemy lines.
Hundreds of thousands 
of Allied soldiers passed 
by or over the Menin 
Gate bridge on their way 
to the front. Resembling 
a mausoleum, the 
memorial is open on 
both ends to allow 
pedestrian and motor 
vehicle passage. The 
majority of the engraved 
names are found on 
the walls of the main 
passage, called the Hall 
of Memories. 

Today, the dead 
are remembered at 
the monument each 
day in a simple sunset ceremony. All traffic 
through the gateway is halted at 8:00 p.m. each 
evening and two buglers (on special occasions 
four) move to the centre of the Hall to sound 
the Last Post. Since November 11, 1929, the 
Last Post has been sounded at the Menin 
Gate Memorial every night and in all weather, 
with the exception of the Germans’ four-year 
occupation of Ypres during the Second World 
War. In that case, the ceremony resumed on the 
very evening the city was liberated, in spite of 
heavy fighting in other parts of town. This daily 
ritual, as well as other special ceremonies, are 
organized by the Last Post Association.

To commemorate the 15th Battalion, the 
representatives of The Regiment (HonLCol 
John Newman; BGen Greg Young; Captains 

“He is not missing, He is here”
…continued from page 1

Top Right: Wreath Laying party
Above: BGen Young delivers The Exhortation
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attended competition. A number 
of prestigous cooperations 
also helped to strengthen it’s 
reputation: the band played with 
the Scots Guards, the Belgian 
Air Force Band and the Army 
Band of the Guides in 2007; 
the Belgian Navy Band in 2008 
and the world famous Irish 
folkband The Chieftains in 2009. 
In addition, they organised a 
well- attended commemoration 
on the 31st of July 2009 at 
Tyne Cot Cemetery, after the 
passing away of the last veteran 
of Passchendaele 1917, the late 
Mr. Harry Patch, and played 
a number of remembrance 
concerts. The band was also very 
honoured to be invited by the 
15th Bn CEF Memorial Project 

to support the recent unveiling of the St Julien 
and Gravenstafel memorials in Ypres on April 
24th as well as the Special Extended Ceremony 
for the 15th Bn at The Menin Gate that evening.

After three years of rapid growth, the 
Passchendaele 1917 Pipes & Drums are now 
aiming at consolidation and  preparation for 
major events surrounding the 100th anniversary 
of the Great War in 2014. There is no doubt they 
will participate in most major events planned 
for this part of the former Western Front, as the 
remembrance of the sacrifice of so many people 
in a conflict which would became known as the 
Great War is one of it’s core tasks 

Website: http://www.passchendaele1917.be/
Contact: Erwin Ureel, Secretary.  
E-mail: greatwarguide@gmail.com

tartan kilt plus a khaki apron as worn in the 
trenches; khaki hose tops and puttees; and 
a glengarry. The cap badge depicts the 2007 
Scottish Memorial at Zonnebeke, the thistle 
and the poppy, made famous by the Canadian 
soldier- doctor John McCrae, the band’s Gaelic 
motto is Cuimhnichibh - “Remember “.

Immediately after it’s move to Zonnebeke- 
Passchendaele, the need to improve both quality 
and quantity was recognized and a Piping & 
Drumming School to train potential new band 
members was created. This proved to be very 
a succesfull move, as current band strength 
is thirty members. Every year, the band takes 
part in two or three competitions in Grade 
4 and progress has been rather impressive. 
In an international competition in April 
2010 at Stotfold, UK, the Passchendaele 1917 
Pipes & Drums qualified third in a strongly 

projects were started in the same period. One 
of them was the design and registration with the 
Scottish Tartan Authority of a Passchendaele- 
tartan. Another was the commisioning 
of the pipetune and song “On the Road to 
Passchendaele”written by Major (retired) Gavin 
Stoddart and the Scottish folksinger Alan 
Brydon. As one of the museum volunteers 
thought the only thing lacking to bring all this 
together was a pipeband, he started to investigate 
the possibility of raising a remembrance 
pipeband dressed in the service uniform of 
Scottish soldiers of the Great War. Soon, some 
friends of an existing non- local pipeband 
convinced him that raising a pipeband from 
scratch was a very ambitious affair and pointed 
out the benefits of converting an existing band 
into a remembrance formation, rather than 
building one up from the ground. Thus in 2006 
the Passchendaele 1917 Pipes & Drums were 
born out of the ashes of the former Fleming 
Pipeband .

The Pipes & Drums aims clearly to be 
a commemoration, rather than than a 
reenactment band and refuses to make a 
difference between Highland, Lowland, 
UK, Canadian, Australian or other Scottish 
soldiers. Consequently, the band adopted the 
Passchendaele tartan, as a tribute to all those 
who participated in the the Great War. It was 
decided to maintain the former civilian uniform 
for the occasions not directly connected to 
remembrance or tattoo performances. 
However, on those other occasions a military 
uniform would be worn, consisiting of; British 
1907 pattern Service Dress jacket; Passchedaele 

Above: Passchendaele 1917 Pipes & Drums at Menin 
Gate Special Ceremony 24 April 
Below: Piper at 15th Battalion Memorial dedication on 
Gravenstafel ridge 24 April 
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cemeteries in Belgium are La Plus Douve Farm 
Cemetery where the dead from the winter of 
1915-16 are buried and Railway Dugouts Burial 
Ground containing many of the casualties from 
Mount Sorrel, 3 June 1916.  At Poelkapelle 
British Cemetery the team discovered the 
graves of 18 unknown members of the unit 
killed during 2nd Ypres; likely buried in their 
trenches by the Germans; and then reburied 
in this location during the post war battlefield 
clearances. In France, Nine Elms Cemetery 
near Vimy Ridge; Dominion Cemetery near the 
Crow’s Nest; and, Courcellette British Cemetery 
on the Somme are examples of front line 
cemeteries with significant numbers of 15th 
burials.  Contay Britsh Cemetery; and Warloy-
Baillon Communal Cemetery Extension, both 
in France hold the graves of 15th members 
who died at field hospitals located well to 
the rear of the Somme’s front line trenches as 
does Ljessenthoek Cemetery  in near Ypres 
in Belgium where LCol WR Marshall, DSO is 
buried.. 

The first step involves detailed examination 
of the complete casualty list for the15th 
Battalion provided to the Project Team by 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
(CWGC) which identifies the cemetery or 
memorial for each member. Step two is to 
match that information with the location of 
these cemeteries using the CWGC website.  The 
team then produces route cards using 1:50,000 
maps that are synchronized with the memorial 
site recce route cards thereby allowing the 
Team to identify which locations can be visited. 
Each cemetery has a visitor’s box containing 
a detailed map that shows the layout of the 
cemetery and the locations by name of all who 
are buried or memorialized therein.  This is an 
essential tool as larger cemeteries have multiple 
Sections and Plots each with their respective 
Rows and Grave sites. For example the grave 
of Captain MacGregor, a company commander 
killed on Gravenstafel Ridge on 24 April 1915 
who is buried at Perth (China Wall) Cemetery 
is plot VIII, row C, grave 9. 

In addition to name, rank, decorations, and 
service number (officers did not have numbers 
in World War One), graves also state date of 
death and most state age.  At the bottom of each 
gravestone, families had the option of paying 
for a personal inscription to be engraved.  Many 
of these are very moving testimonials to their 
personal loss. The family of Captain Gordon 
Winnifrith age 27 killed on 27 September 1918 
at the Canal du Nord chose a portion of the 
Regimental motto as his epitaph – DILEAS  

Highlanders of the 15th Bn are buried in 202 
cemeteries located in eight different countries 
– Belgium, France, United Kingdom, Ireland, 
Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland and 
Canada.  Additionally, over 450 names of the 
missing are recorded on the Vimy Memorial 
and the Menin Gate. To-date, the Project 
Team has concentrated on those cemeteries or 
memorials that are along the route to or near 
the locations of memorial sites that are being 
recced. Currently the project team has visited 
31 cemeteries in France and Belgium taking 
over 300 photographs.

Regimental graves vary from single burials 
to large numbers located in cemeteries near 
“the front” or in “rear” areas near the locations 
of wartime hospitals.  Examples of front line 

FINDING THE FALLEN
BGen (Ret’d) G Young & Capt (Ret’d) V. Goldman

Although the main objective of the 15th 
Battalion Memorial Project is the erection 

of battlefield memorials, the project has created 
several smaller spin-off  projects that also 
contribute to the broader goal of remembrance. 
During each trip to the WWI battlefields of 
Belgium and France, whether to recce potential 
memorial sites or for subsequent dedications 
of memorials, the Project Team identifies 
Commonwealth War Grave sites that contain the 
graves of and memorials to members of the 15th 
Battalion. Each gravestone or name on a memorial 
is individually photographed and upon return to 
Canada the pictures, plus a picture of the 15th’s 
cap badge, are then painstakingly uploaded one 
at time on to the particular individual’s file on the 
Canadian Virtual War Memorial on the Veteran’s 
Affairs Canada website. (www.vac-acc.gc.ca)

This task is a daunting endeavour as 

TOP: Project Team locating and photographing 
gravemarkers near Ypres.
MIDDLE: Grave of unknown soldier of the 15th 
Battalion, Poelkapelle Cemetery, near Ypres.
BOTTOM: 15th Battalion graves, Nine Elms Cemetery 
near Vimy, France
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the 1000 Commonwealth War 
Graves cemeteries in France 
and Belgium.  

My return to Lijssenthoek 
was as emotional as my first 
in 1998 when my dad and I 
visited for the first time. That 
trip, organized by Veterans 
Affairs, took 19 Great War 
Vet’s, the youngest of whom 
was 99 years of age, overseas to 
celebrate the 80th anniversary 
of the Armistice. My father, 
himself a WWI veteran of the 
Royal Flying Corps, at the 
time was recognized as the last 
surviving fighter pilot of any 
nationality from The Great 
War.

To say this past April was a 
trip to last a lifetime would be a 
serious understatement.  I saw 
so much and learned so much.  
I am forever indebted to Greg, 
Vic and Steve who accepted 
me, an outsider, as part of the 

scene 
He was part of that day’s ‘trench wastage’.

Edward, along with LCol Marshall and 
other 15th members, is buried in Lijssenthoek 
Cemetery, south west of Poperinge, which is 
West of Ypres.  This beautiful, quiet place 
has 10,786 Graves, and is the third largest of 

FINDING THE 15TH: 
A Personal Journey

by Edward Botterell

Standing on the battlefield where my uncle 
fought in 1915 with the 15th Battalion was the 

experience of a lifetime.  But let me go back to the 
beginning.

While visiting Sunnybrook Veterans 
Hospital, I was by chance introduced to a 
friend of Brigadier-General Young. We talked 
and when she learned that my uncle, my 
namesake Edward Simpson Botterell, was 
a 48th Highlander in World War One, she 
contacted General Young. Almost immediately 
he got in touch with me and provided details 
of my uncle’s service with the 15th Battalion. 
He also familiarized me with the 15th Battalion 
Memorial Project and invited me to attend 
the dedication ceremonies, last April at in 
Ypres, Belgium, for two memorials to the 15th 
Battalion.

The Project Team took me to the locations 
where the 15th Battalion, especially my uncle’s 
No. 3 Company, had been positioned during the 
battle of 2nd Ypres. Standing at the Windmill 
where Major Marshall positioned the Battalion’s 
Advance HQ, we looked forward across green 
fields to the front line positions. The ghosts of 
my uncle’s compatriots and the horror of that 
April day in 1915 were overwhelming. 

There are more knowledgeable people to 
describe the events of that terrible day for the 
15th Battlion. But they were fresh; on the front 
lines for the first time, protecting the area 
of Belgium that became known as the Ypres 
Salient. That little piece of land, and the cost in 
human lives to protect it, is another, as they say, 
long, sad story.

General Young and his mates Captains 
Vic and Steve, had worked for three years to 
create this memorial honouring the men of 
the 15th Battalion who were lost that day.  This 
monument, with its memorial plaque, is located 
on a ridge that looks northeast across the salient 
to where the front line was on April 24th  The 
dedication cememony, 95 years to the exact 
day, was moving and tears were in my eyes as 
I recited the last portion of the Exortation.  “At 
the going down of the sun and in the morning, 
we will remember them”.

Uncle Edward was fortunate to survive that 
day.  He was promoted Sergeant and later that 
year was sent to Officers Training School.  He 
returned to the 15th and the Ypres Salient in 
the spring of 1916.as a Lieutenant and fought at 
Mt Sorrel afterwards being promoted Captain 
and made OC of his No.3 Company.  He like 
the CO, Lt Col. Marshall was unceremoniously 
‘picked off ’ by a German sniper in June of 1916. 

ABOVE: Captain Edward Simpson Botterell, OC No. 3 
Company, 15th Battalion (48th Highlanders of Canada) 
1916
BELOW: Ed Botterell at 15th Bn Memorial Gravenstafel 
Ridge.
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The Memorial Museum 
Passchendaele 1917 (MMP1917) 

is a military history museum owned 
by the Municipality of Zonnebeke and located in its old château 
grounds. The central focus of the museum is the First World War and more 
specifically the 1917 Battle of Passchendaele. The closed circuit tour of the 
museum starts on the first floor of the rebuilt château, with informative, 
chronological and audiovisual displays illustrated with appropriate pieces 
from the rich collections of the museum (more than 8,000 items). After this 
chronological ‘walk-through-the-war’, the visitor descends approximately 
six metres to enter a ‘dugout-experience’: a complete replica of an allied 
underground shelter of 1917, consisting of several rooms and galleries, the 
eye-catcher of the museum. On the museum’s ground-floor level are two 
rooms where new temporary exhibitions are mounted each year. 

Elsewhere in the château grounds, the former caretaker’s home 
has been converted into an educational facility. By 2012 the former 
Zonnebeke vicarage will be developed into a WWI archive and research 
centre. 

In 2006 the museum built a new visitor centre beside Tyne Cot 
Cemetery. H.M. Queen Elizabeth II officially opened the visitor centre 
in July 2007, on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the Battle of 
Passchendaele. 

The museum focuses on researching the material aspect of World War 
I, through an extensive expertise on uniforms, weaponry and engineered 
constructions. It is heavily involved in studying the battlefield itself and 
a driving force behind the development of battlefield archaeology as a 
new discipline. The museum also specializes in research on individual 
soldiers, both WWI casualties and veterans.

The number of visitors to the museum is increasing every year. In 
2004 the museum welcomed 27,000 visitors and in 2009 more than 
63,000. More than 300,000 visitors pass through the Tyne Cot visitor 
centre annually, making the centre and cemetery the most visited WWI 
site on the Western Front. 

The MMP1917 is tri-lingual (English, French and Dutch) and is fully 
accessible for disabled people. In 2008 the museum was awarded the 
prestigious Flemish Museum Award as Best Museum of the Year and was 
also officially recognized as a museum of the Flemish Government.

The Passchendaele Society 1917 is a legal trust of volunteers . The 
main purpose is to support the Memorial Museum Passchendaele 
1917. The focus for this trust is on commemoration and remembrance 
regarding World War I. For this purpose  the trust is organizing events 
and ceremonies on different locations, cemeteries and/or memorials.  
The trust is is also active in fund raising for WWI related projects, such 
as research and education. The trust then can provide additional staff to 
the MMP1917 for project management or other functions 

“WE’LL NEVER FORGET”

 by Jean Miso

WE’LL NEVER FORGET is a 32-page, full-colour children’s book that 
is dedicated with gratitude to all Canadian Forces men and women, 

both past and present, who have voluntarily given of themselves to serve our 
country with pride and fortitude. Each page spread contains a photo and 
personal story of a Canadian military member – peacekeepers, soldiers and 
veterans – whose story serves to inspire all Canadians. 

By interviewing the military men and women who are featured in 
this book—and by speaking with many other military people as well—I 
believe that at the core of every soldier is a great sense of duty.  Soldiers put 
society’s needs ahead of their own to protect Canada’s freedom and way 
of life.  These portraits stand adjacent to the beautifully rendered images 
by artist Asher Sadeh, who has framed familiar Canadian landmarks 
and symbols such as the Rocky Mountains, CN Tower, Peggy’s Cove and 
Yellowknife.  This juxtaposition of soldier and country serves to reinforce 
the steadfast trait and positive attributes of all our Canadian Forces 
personnel. By reading the words of our Canadian heroes it is anticipated 
that more Canadians will be inspired to also act with responsibility and 
have a sense of duty to work for peace every day of the year.” 

Featured in the book, is a song of the same title with lyrics that 
were inspired by the loving memory of my grandfather who was a 
Highlander with the 92nd Battalion (48th Highlanders of Canada) and 
42nd Battalion (The Black Watch) in World War 1.  He was primarily an 
artillery scout and sniper who fought in the major battles in France and 
Belgium including the Somme,  Vimy Ridge and Passchendaele.

To honour the memory of my grandfather, I intend to donate a 
portion of the sale from each book towards the 15th Battalion Memorial 
Project. Although my grandfather’s frontline service was with another 
Highland Regiment, he did originate with one of the 48th Battalion’s and 
I would like to raise funds for one memorial that will be erected at a site 
where he fought along side members of the 15th Battalion.

Project Chairman’s Note: Jean Miso is the author of “We’ll Never Forget” 
the book launch of which will take place at Sunnybrook Hospital in the 
reception area of L Wing on Oct 23, 2010. A number of 48th Highlander 
veterans are featured prominently in her book 

Written by Jean Miso

Illustrations by Asher Sadeh

We’ll Never Forget tHe memoriAL museum pAssCHendAeLe 1917
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Varlet Farm 
15th Battalion Project 

Team HQ Ypres

by Capt (Ret’d) V. Goldman CD

Located in the heart of the Ypres salient and 
just behind what had been the German lines is 

an outstanding Bed and Breakfast that continues 
to use the original British name assigned to this 
farm that was turned into a heavily defended 
objective. Destroyed during the war, the farm was 
rebuilt in 1922 and continues today as a working 
farm but with a substantial bed and breakfast 
facility that caterers to Great War tourists.

Referred by Andrew Iarocci, Great War 
historian and the author of ‘Shoestring 
Soldiers’, the 15th Battalion Project Team 
quickly established contact with the owner 
Charlotte Cardoen-Descamps. She willingly 
pointed us in numerous directions that allowed 
us to make contact with local historians, 

politicians and landowners.  During the initial 
recce in November 2009 she acted as well 

informed guide and excellent host and with her 
husband Dirk quickly became good friends and 
supporters of the project.

Staying at Varlet Farm was a unique 
experience for the Project Team as you are 
living surrounded by the ghosts of 1914-18 and 
thousands of artifacts unearthed during annual 
plowing of the fields are displayed or lie at the 
edge of the farmyard as silent sentinels.  Rifles, 
helmets, water bottles, shell fragments, fuzes, 
grenades, screw pickets that held barbed wire 
all add to the atmosphere of staying on the 
battlefield.  Charlotte has established a Great 
War library and the facility is amply adored 
with military memorabilia and donations made 
by the numerous Great War tourists, historians 
and visitors that have stayed there, including 
15th Battalion and 48th items donated by the 
Project Team last 24 April during their stay.  

The members of the project team thank 
Charlotte and her family for their friendship and 
continued assistance and highly recommend 
Varlet Farm to anyone visiting the area.  

15th Battalion Memorial 
Project – “The Way Ahead”

by BGen (Ret’d) G Young OMM CD, Project Chairman

From its inception more than two years ago,  the 
15th Battalion Memorial Project has had one 

clear, simple objective: to commemorate all of the 
members of  The Regiment who served, especially 
those who gave their lives, while serving in the 15th 
Battalion during the Great War 1914-1918.  Also 
established from the outset was that this objective 
would be accomplished through the creation of a 
series of memorials erected in locations in France 
and Belgium where the 15th Battalion won a 
number of the 21 Battle Honours it was awarded 
for service in the war. Recognizing that this 
would likely involve a lengthy process subject to 
a multitude of complex factors, most significant 
of which would be availability of land suitable 

for memorial sites and financial resources, the 
Project Team decided to approach the objective in 
Phases. After preliminary research and site recces 
in Europe, three sites were identified for Phase 
One: Gravenstafel ridge and St Julien (2nd Ypres 
1915) in Belgium; and, The Crow’s Nest (DQ Line 
1918) in France. A significant early infusion of 
seed money financed both of the Ypres memorials 
and the one at St George’s Chapel. Subsequently, 
following a broad based appeal for donations, 
sufficient funds were forthcoming to finance the 

Crow’s Nest memorial in France.
As of April 26, 2010 all of the 

objectives set out in Phase One 
have been successfully achieved 
in record time and within budget. 
Overlooking the Canadian salient 
on  Gravenstafel ridge; in the centre 
of St Julien outside Ypres; and, on 
the forward slope of The Crow’s 
Nest in Hendecourt now stand three 

permanent memorials to the 15th Battalion 
(48th Highlanders of Canada). The details of 
the unveiling and dedication ceremonies held 
on the 24th and 26th of April are covered in 
detailed in the other articles in the this section 
of The Falcon.

Phase Two of the Project has already 
commenced with detailed research; site recces; 
and ,preliminary land negotiations at the next 
two objective locations: Observatory Ridge 
(Mount Sorrel 1916) in Belgium and Festubert 
(1915) in France. The many contacts made 
and the lessons learned from Phase One will 
hopefully allow this Phase of the Project to 
move as quickly and successfully as Phase One. 
The 95th anniversary of Mt Sorrel is 03 June 
2011! All members of The Regimental Family 
and Falcon readers will be kept informed of 
the continued progress of the 15th Battalion 
Memorial Project as we move forward. 
Donations will again be a critical factor for 
success 

Project Logo: the new logo of the 15th Battalion 
Memorial project
Picture: Men of a 15th Bn carrying party WWI
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Canada, wrote:
“I wanted to take this opportunity to thank 

you and the 48th Highlanders of Canada for 
meeting with our group at Wilp and Twello.  
It was a great honour and privilege for our 
students to meet with 48th Highlander veterans 
and there is no doubt this experience has left a 
life long impression on them!  Unfortunately, 
we’ve probably just witnessed the last time 
many Canadian veterans can make a pilgrimage 
back to Holland, the country they helped to 
liberate 65 years ago. Our two students who 
interviewed Herb Pike and met with him at 
Twello are still overwhelmed by the words he 
spoke to them.  Thank you for helping create a 
life time of memories for a younger generation 
of Canadians.”

The St Andrews College Cadet Pipe Band 
was in The Netherlands to play at several of 
the events during the week. Their affiliation 
with the 48th Highlanders was front and centre 
as they had placed new decals on their drums 
displaying the Regiment’s buckle badge and 
48th Highlanders of Canada. The quality of 
their playing at the church and the next day at 
Holten Cemetery made every Highlander stand 
a little taller and a little straighter.

That evening 48th veterans were part of a 
standing room only crowd at a concert in the 
main church in Apeldoorn featuring the 48th 
Highlanders Pipes and Drums of Holland, the 
Police Men’s Choir and the Voorst Symphony 
Orchestra. Performances by each group were 
outstanding but together they brought endless 
applause. Many songs from the 1940s bridged 
time for those attending, many quietly singing 
along.

The tour continued the next day with a 
visit to Holten cemetery held especially for 
the 48th .  Our veterans laid flowers on the 
graves of Highlanders as the St Andrews Pipe 
Band played. The Burgemeester offered prayers 
and thanks to Highlanders and all Canadians. 
Those Highlanders at Holten that day were to 
be part of something remarkable. As we were 
gathering to begin the ceremony a lady arrived 
in a wheelchair being pushed by a gentleman in 
his sixties. She introduced herself as Kathleen 
Hyson. The gentleman was her son. Mrs Hyson’s 
husband Ronald was one of the 20 Highlanders 
killed in action in the battle for Apeldoorn. She 
had never been to Holland before and when she 
heard about the 65th Anniversary had decided 
to visit her husband’s grave. She explained that 
when her husband 
had left Canada she 

personal relations with the burgemeester and 
others in the town may have played a role. 
Regardless, the liberation of Apeldoorn by the 
48th Highlanders meant that the 48th became 
“our” Regiment to the people of Apeldoorn.

For 48th Highlanders and their families the 
events began on May 3 at Groesbeek Cemetery 
and the next day at Holten Cemetery where 
twenty 48th Highlanders are buried, including 
Lt Col Donald Mackenzie, DSO, DSC. At 
Groesbeek, following moving ceremonies in 
front of huge crowds, they mingled with Princess 
Margriet and members of the Royal family, the 
Honourable Stephen Harper, Prime Minister 
of Canada, dignitaries of both countries and 
senior military officers.  Canadian veterans 
were the prime attraction.

SPECIAL TOUR HELD FOR 48TH 
HIGHLANDERS

For 48th Highlanders and their families 
May 7 and 8 were memorable thanks to Jan 
Koorenhof, the chief Canada-Netherlands 
Liaison Officer and a long time friend of our 
regiment. For the afternoon of the 7th, Jan 
organized a 48th day to visit the battle sites of 
April 12 1945 - Wilp, Twello and the Ijssel River. 
There we were joined by three groups of high 
school students from Canada – St Andrews 
College Cadet Pipe Band, Owen Sound 
Collegiate and Burlington. 

Events at Wilp began in the historic church 
dating from the 12th and 8th century. Honorary 
Colonel Geordie Beal presented a donation 
from the Regiment in support of the restoration 
of the church’s Naber organ (see related article), 
then our veterans were recognized with 
medallions and a rose. Everyone reassembled 
outside the church to watch our veterans and 
the former burgemeester of Voorst, J. Van 
Blommestein, lay a wreath at the foot of the 
plaque honouring Lt Col Mackenzie. The tour 
then travelled to the Ijssel River stopping at the 
location of the 1st Battalion crossing on the 
evening/morning of 12 April.

Each of the three groups of high school 
students had asked to be part of 48th Highlander 
events and rearranged their schedules to be 
with our veterans. The city of Burlington is 
twinned with Apeldoorn and students there 
understand the role of the 48th in the liberation. 
The students from Owen Sound were there 
to recognize Lt Col Mackenzie who had been 
a student in their school as a teenager. Their 
teacher, Dave Alexander, upon their return to 

today between the Dutch and Canadians. They 
saw it in the flags and cheers at every event.  They 
felt it in the hugs and helping hands whenever a 
veteran appeared. They sensed it in the eyes and 
hearts of the children, children who study the 
names and deeds of Canadian soldiers in their 
schools. 48th Highlanders of all backgrounds 
were surrounded by this remarkable bond that 
has linked the citizens of two countries in a way 
unmatched in today’s world.

Originally the 2010 celebrations to 
commemorate the 65th anniversary of the 
liberation were intended to be the first of the 
events held every five years at which there would 
be no veterans coming from Canada. Dutch 
committees and governments had assumed 
that 2005 would be the last. They concluded 
that today’s veterans would be too old and too 
few. They were to be surprised. Letters and 
phone calls poured in from veterans to Dutch 
families that they had met in prior years and 
now considered close friends. They all said the 
same thing – ‘We’re coming. And we’ll keep 
coming as long as we can.’ So they did, from 
across Canada, from regiments, batteries, tank 
troops, nursing corps and service battalions. 
Several thousand veterans arrived, fewer in 
number than ever before, but no less delighted 
to be there.

EVENTS HELD ACROSS THE 
NETHERLANDS

Major celebrations, remembering the 
liberation of 1945, were held across The 
Netherlands in the first week of May. The 
Queen’s Birthday on April 30 started the 
week off. Tattoos, silent marches, memorial 
ceremonies at cemeteries and gatherings of 
every kind filled the week that followed. A 
massive parade in Apeldoorn on May 9 marked 
its conclusion. In 1985, Apeldoorn had been 
chosen for the final parade in the country by 
the confluence of several elements. The first to 
champion the idea of inviting Canadian soldiers 
to return to Holland was Jhr. Dr Peter Beelaerts 
van Blokland who had been appointed by the 
Queen to be Burgemeester of Apeldoorn. That 
the Palace Het Loo was in Apeldoorn provided 
another link. And, that 48th Highlanders, 
under Lt Col Mike George who had fought as 
a company commander there in April 1945, 
had organized their own trip to Apeldoorn 
at the start of the 1980’s and formed strong 

HOLLAND - MAY 2010: VE DAY + 65 YEARS
HONOURING OUR WORLD WAR TWO VETERANS

…CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

48th Vets return to Holland …continued from page 1
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mAy 7 - return to toWn oF WiLp And iJsseL river

TOP LEFT: Lt Morley Hunter and Burgemeester of Voorst Lay Wreath. TOP MIDDLE: Students of Owen Sound Collegiate at Mackenzieplaatz in Wilp
TOP RIGHT: Students from Burlington talk with Herb Pike and Morley Hunter at site of Ijssel River crossing

mAy 8 - memoriAL Ceremonies At HoLten WAr Cemetery

UPPER LEFT: Veterans and OCA Members at 48th Graves  UPPER MIDDLE: St Andrews Cadet Pipe Band and Veterans at Holten Cenotaph   
LOWER LEFT: Mrs Kathleen Hyson, widow of Ronald Hyson, and her son  LOWER RIGHT: St Andrews Cadet Band show their alliance with 48th Highlanders

RIGHT: Private Ronald Hyson, killed in action at Twello 

mAy 9 - pArAde And CLosing CeLeBrAtions in ApeLdoorn

UPPER LEFT: Norm Gogo waves from Jeep  UPPER MIDDLE: Lt Morley Hunter greets the crowd from front seat of 3/4 ton  RIGHT: George Maclean with Princess Margriet  
BOTTOM LEFT: Tracey Morris and George Maclean enjoy the ride  BOTTOM MIDDLE: Prins Norm Gogo with Prince Loris and his wife Princess Aimee
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48th Highlanders Donate to
Historic Organ being Rebuilt in

Church in Wilp Holland

During the 65th Anniversary Liberation 
celebrations in The Netherlands this May 

the 48th Highlanders Trusts made a donation in 
support of a project to restore an historic organ. 
The site is the church in Wilp, the first village 
entered by the 1st Battalion 48th Highlanders on 
morning of 12 April 1945. Just past the church is 
the spot where Lieutenant Colonel Mackenzie was 

killed by the concussion from a shell of a German 
88 on that fateful morning.

Attending were veterans of the 1st Battalion, 
members of the OCA, wives, sons and daughters 
of Highlanders and friends. The Burgemeester 
of Voorst, local officials, the church board, the 
restoration foundation and citizens of Wilp 
packed the small church for the ceremonies. After 
welcoming remarks from the Burgemeester, 
Honorary Colonel Geordie Beal presented the 
Regiment’s donation to Ms. Cristine Engel-
Paulson of the “Stichting Monumentale 
Orgels Voorst” [SMOV], Chairperson of the 
restoration Foundation. Then, to enthusiastic 
applause, each 48th veteran was recognized and 
received a medal 
and a rose. Everyone 

assure the staff and volunteers of the Canadian 
Club that their hospitality was unique and that 
their friendship will be remembered, always.”  

VETERANS RIDE IN APELDOORN 
PARADE ON FINAL DAY

The culmination of the week’s events was 
a parade through the streets of Apeldoorn. 
Veterans rode in Second War vehicles carefully 
restored by Keep Them Rolling, an association 
that may have the largest collection of WWII 
vehicles in any country. Crowds lined the 
streets, often ten or more deep, as the town of 
Apeldoorn doubled in size for the day. Trucks 
rolled slowly as people rushed out to hand 
flowers, or touch a veteran. Canadian flags 
and pins adorned lapels and banners hung 
above. At the end of the parade the veterans 
disembarked then assembled and marched 
into the Omnisportcentrum, a new indoor 
sports stadium. Leading them was a massed 
150 musician Pipes and Drums band and a 
Colour Party. Young people from Apeldoorn 
accompanied each veteran escorting them to 
chairs in the centre of the stadium floor. They 
were welcomed by HKH Prinses Margriet and 
her husband Prof. Pieter van Vollenhoven, 
followed by remarks from burgemeester Fred 
de Graaf. An hour of entertainment ensued. 
It seemed just like 1945 as “White Cliffs of 
Dover” opened the show. A group, “Yes Sister, 
Jazz Sister” dressed in Second War uniforms 
with skirt sang all the favourite Andrews Sisters 
melodies. The “Glenn Miller” Orchestra then 
belted out war time hits. Then the veterans rose 
and marched out of the arena to “We’ll Meet 
Again”. Everyone in the audience was on their 
feet, clapping, singing and crying.

While the audience dispersed the veterans 
gathered in a hall for a final lunch. Once again 
Princess Margriet was there, this time with 
her son Prins Floris and wife Prinses Aimee. 
As they mingled and talked with the veterans 
they posed for photographs. George Maclean 
remarked: “My host family just stopped each 
member of the Royal family and said that they 
had to meet me. I was introduced and they 
waited until a picture was taken. I guess as a 
smaller country everyone knows the Royal 
family. They are certainly wonderful people.”

George Maclean sums it up for all 48th 
Highlanders about everyone that we met: “They 
are certainly wonderful people.” 

was four months pregnant. He was killed before 
his son was born. This was a trip into their roots 
and their history.

48TH HIGHLANDERS WELCOMED AT 
DINNER PARTIES

That evening members of the 48th 
Highlander family were feted in two separate 
locations. At one, the 1st Battalion veterans 
joined other vets at a formal dinner at the 
Palace Het Loo. They were seated with the 
Burgemeester of Apeldoorn, Mr. Fred de Graaf, 
leaders of the Thank You Canada committee 
and members of the Royal family. Herb Pike 
recalled: “We were sitting at round tables for 
dinner, eight or ten per table. There were a 
couple of chairs to my immediate right that 
were empty and I wondered if I was going 
to have no one to talk with during dinner. 
Then a voice asked ‘May we join you?’ It 
was Princess Margriet. We had a wonderful 
time.” At the other event, the rest of the 48th 
family were welcomed at the Canadian Club. 
A buffet dinner and drinks started the evening. 
Entertainment followed featuring performers 
singing war time songs. 

The Canadian Club and volunteers 
were not only responsible for that 
evening but they made sure that 
veterans were well treated and 
helped throughout their stay. 

The Canadian Club and volunteers were not 
only responsible for that evening but they made 
sure that veterans were well treated and helped 
throughout their stay. 

A letter received from one group of 
Highlanders says it well:

“Canadian veterans extend heartfelt 
thanks to the staff of the Canadian Club, an 
exceptional venue for their stay.  It became a 
home away from home. The staff and volunteer 
committees provided a hearty welcome.  They 
made food and drink available at all hours.  
They provided ongoing transportation to and 
from various events, including visits to the 
Canadian cemeteries at Holten and Groesbeek.  
They organized activities, trips, and parades, 
always making the veterans a focal point of 
their generosity. The farewell party with bands, 
choirs, and refreshments provided a stirring 
finale to a week of outstanding camaraderie. 

The mere words “thank you” seems 
inadequate.  But we hope that this short note will …CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

48th Veterans gather below the Naber Organ 
restoration location

48th Vets return to Holland …continued from page 12
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then assembled outside the church, facing the plaque on the church 
wall that honours Lt Col Mackenzie. While the Pipes and Drums of 
the St Andrews Cadets played, our veterans solemnly laid wreaths 
under the plaque.

A letter from the SMOV Foundation states in their fundraising 
material:

During the crossing of the river Ijssel there was heavy artillery 
shelling and a number of shells hit and damaged the church at 
Wilp. The nearly 150 years old organ, built by the organ builder 
C.F.A. Naber in 1849, was heavily damaged by a full hit and could 
not be repaired.

A couple of years after the war the church located an organ 
as a temporary solution. It soon failed due to poor quality and 
the church was left without. Several years ago the foundation 
established for the restoration of the medieval church had a unique 
opportunity to get another organ built by Naber in 1853, just four 
years after he built the original Wilp organ. They bought it for the 
sum of one Euro from a church that was closing in Deventer, a 
town just opposite Wilp on the eastside of the river Ijssel. Today, 
the restoration of the Naber organ has been done and limited 

construction is underway of a 
small part of the Gothic area 
of the church to accommodate 
a lower position of the newly 
restored Naber organ.

The SMOV committee has 
been successful in raising most 
of the funds needed for the 
restoration of both the church 
and the organ. However, 
architectural provisions 
essential to achieve the heritage 
standards in The Netherlands 
have been costly. Fund raising 
from local citizens, the town 
and the national Government 
has yielded over two hundred 
thousand Euros. What 
remained at the beginning of 
2010 was a gap of E 25,000.

Donations Welcomed
Donations are still needed, 

and welcomed. The 48th 
Highlanders’ donation from 

the Regiment will be engraved on a donation 
plaque to be placed outside the church. Donations 
from individuals will be noted in a book being 
written about the two Naber organs of 1849 and 
1853. Individuals may make donations in their 
own name or in recognition of 1st Battalion 48th 
Highlanders.

If you would like to donate to the organ 
restoration in Wilp, send your donation to LCol 
George Turner, Treasurer – 48th Highlanders 
Trusts, c/o 48th Highlanders of Canada, Moss 
Park Armoury, 130 Queen Street East, Toronto, 
M5A 1R9. Please indicate how you would like 
your name to be inscribed in the commemoration 
book 

TOP: Ms Cristine Engel-Paulson thanking the 48th 
Highlanders for their donation”

LEFT: Lt Morley Hunter receives a recognition award 
from the Burgemeester of Voorst while Morris Tracy and, 
Norm Gogo look on

BOTTOM: Morris Tracy tries to create order for the 
wreath laying ceremony as the St Andrew’s Cadet Pipe 
Band plays. L to R – Morley Hunter, Herb Pike, Norm 
Gogo, Nick Birch
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plaids, they received endless cheers and applause 
and were targets of thousands of cameras, 
including those of a large group of band parents 
who saw the tour as a great opportunity for a 
memorable Holland experience.

By this time, the boys had nearly recovered 
from jet lag incurred on the Sunday night trip, 
but the busy schedule still made for many 
nodding heads on the bus during travel time 
to and from the Harskemp Military Barracks, 
where the band was housed.

Apeldoorn, Wilp and Voorst
The band’s fifth day in Holland was its third 

performing day, and a busy day it was: breakfast 
at 7 a.m., then dressed and on the bus by 8:45 
for a trip to the Apeldoorn City Hall where they 
played a choreographed marching performance 
for a civic gathering of Canadian veterans 
hosted by the mayor of Apeldoorn.

Then it was on to a small country church in 
the town of Wilp, on the Ijssel River, where the 
Canadians crossed on their way to Apeldoorn 
in 1945. A plaque at the church commemorates 
Col. Donald MacKenzie, the 48th Lieutenant 
Colonel killed at age 30 along with 20 other 
members of the regiment during the advance 
to Apeldoorn. Five remaining 48th veterans 
had made the trip and were honoured in a 
memorial service. The band performed on the 
lawn outside the church while the veterans and 
congregation moved outside to lay a wreath 
honouring the late Colonel and the battle. It 
was a touching moment for all. The band closed 
the proceedings with “Highland Laddie,” the 
regimental march of the 48th Highlanders, and 
the stooped but 
proud veterans of 

gently among the Canadians present. The tune 
ended, but the organist immediately rolled into 
a second time through the piece, this time with 
increased volume and a more stately flavour. 
The visitors responded en masse, and within a 
few seconds, all Canadians rose spontaneously 
to their feet, proudly singing the anthem in 
response to the Dutch tribute. A third time 
through the piece followed, and the voices 
continued unabated. It was an unexpected and 
moving moment, and not all eyes in the church 
were dry by the end as the appreciation of 
the people of Holland become palpable to 
descendants of their liberators.

Liberation Day in Wangeningen
The treaty ending the Canadian advance 

was signed in the town of Wangeningen in 
1945, and on Wednesday, May 5, the band 
participated in the parade of their lives as 
100,000 spectators lined the winding 80-minute 
parade route through town.

Citizens crowded the route sometimes 30 
deep as the band performed along with dozens 
of other bands from around the world to cheers, 
applause and flag-waving from the appreciative 
crowd. Bands included civilian pipe bands 
from Canada and the British Isles, as well as 
professional military brass and reed bands such 
as the Royal Marines. The boys got to meet and 
speak with members of the 48th Highlanders 
of Holland, a Dutch tribute band that honours 
the Pipes & Drums of the 48th Highlanders of 
Canada.

Never before had these young pipers and 
drummers experienced such attention and 
adulation. Dressed in full Highland dress with 
feather bonnets, scarlet jackets, spats and tartan 

pipes & drums LiBerAtion tour A 
Living History Book For  

young CAdets

by Jim McGillivray, Director of Piping St Andrews College

Few realize the ties between St. Andrew’s 
College and the liberation of Holland from 

Nazi Germany in 1945, but during the first week 
in May, 22 members of the Pipes & Drums and five 
staff took a trip through history by participating 
in celebrations of the 65th anniversary of the 
Liberation Week in The Netherlands. 

During the spring of 1945, the Canadian 
First Army drove the faltering German army 
from Holland, which had been overrun in four 
short days early in 1940. Among the many 
Canadian regiments seeing action was the 48th 
Highlanders of Canada. On May 5, 1945, after 
threatening to flood the country by blowing 
up many of the dykes (much of Holland is 
reclaimed land lying below sea level), the 
Germans agreed to withdraw if the Canadians 
would cease pursuit. This was “Liberation Day,” 
and the Dutch have celebrated the entire week 
every year since. Major celebrations are funded 
by the Dutch government every five years. 

Canadian veterans are nothing short of 
heroes to the Dutch. Canadians were their 
liberators, and Canadian flags nearly outnumber 
Dutch flags during Liberation week. This year 
was the 65th anniversary of these celebrations, 
and through both good research and good 
fortune, the St. Andrew’s College Pipes & 
Drums were given a rare opportunity to join in.

May 4 was the Dutch Remembrance Day, 
and the Pipes & Drums joined a contingent 
of Canadian students and Dutch citizens 
on a ‘Silent March’ through the streets of 
Apeldoorn, which in 1945 was the centre of 
fighting. Following a Divine Service in a local 
church, the band led the congregation to a 
memorial cenotaph, where the Mayor and other 
dignitaries laid wreaths to honour those who 
fell during the Nazi occupation.

It was here that the emotional impact of the 
week became apparent. Since most of the May 
4 service was conducted in Dutch, it was more 
of a contemplative time for Canadians, who 
actually made up most of the congregation. 
The service was punctuated by several organ 
interludes. During the first of these, it dawned 
on those present after a few seconds that the 
organist was actually playing a very subdued 
version of the Canadian national anthem. There 
may have been some confusion among the 
Canadians about whether this actually was “O 
Canada” or a Dutch hymn that had adapted the 
same melody. However, as the tune progressed, 
the words of the anthem could be heard swelling …CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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to the 48th Highlanders Pipes & Drums during 
50th anniversary celebrations in 1995 and 
loaned to the boys for this occasion.

The effect was stirring, and the thanks 
offered by the veterans after the service clearly 
demonstrated their appreciation.

The verdant, tiered Holten cemetery is often 
regarded as the most beautiful of the Canadian 
War Cemeteries in Europe. The sight of the 
scarlets, the sound of the pipes and   drums 
on this dreary day, and the presence of the 
veterans are memories that will long reside 
with the boys. All in attendance (including 
their teachers) were struck by the reverence 
with which these teenagers each laid a rose on 
the graves of boys who 65 years ago were only 
a couple of years older than they were. These 
young men will not see war the same way again.  

The VE Day Parade: Apeldoorn
The tour closed in fine fashion with the 

band parading through Apeldoorn on Sunday, 
May 9 for the 65th Victory in Europe Day 
parade. Though a shorter march, the crowd 
was almost certainly larger than the 100,000 
in Wangeningin on Wednesday.  There are no 
barriers on the wide Apeldoorn downtown 
avenues, so the crowd moved in from the sides, 
leaving a corridor barely big enough for a band 
five across the front to wind through. Canadian 
flags were everywhere and lots of “Thank-you 
Boys!” signs from the locals recalled the 1945 
Canadian miracle. 

The boys were a long time getting back onto 
the bus as the locals passing by on their way 
home from the huge parade insisted on having 
photos with them in uniform. They felt like 
rock stars, but they behaved like soldiers.

And thus a trip through the history books 
ended as 22 dedicated Cadet musicians felt 
dawn and saw sunset glow for a week amidst 
tributes to the long-remembered heroism of 
their countrymen. They came away with a part 
of history in their hearts, with a love of country, 
and with a respect for the sacrifice of others that 
simply cannot be imparted in classroom.

Jim McGillivray  

streets of Holten were lined 
with banners and posters 
showing a red maple leaf 
encircled in the heart in red, 
white and blue (Holland’s 
colours) above the words 
“We’ll never forget.” Such 
tributes to Canada appeared 
around every corner during 
the 7-day trip.

On an overcast but 
comfortable day, the band 
was joined by the 48th 
veterans, their families and 
friends, as well as Dutch students who make it 
their duty to maintain the large and impeccably 
kept cemetery.

The Pipes & Drums sounded full and vibrant 
as they played several numbers in the cemetery 
while the 200 or so visitors in attendance walked 
the rows and read inscriptions on headstones. 
A brief service of remembrance was followed 
by a moment’s  silence, broken the traditional 
fashion by the lament “Flowers of the Forest” 
played by the entire band. The informal service 
closed as it opened, with veterans at attention 
while the band played the Regimental march, 
“Highland Laddie.” 

Twenty boys in the band were then given 
a rose which they laid on the graves of the 20 
fallen 48th Highlanders, and then the whole 
band posed with the vets for a memorable photo 

in front of the cemetery’s 
main monument. 
The boys were quite 
overwhelmed as each of 
the 200-300 visitors and 
tourists in attendance 
seemed to find a camera, 
vying for their own shot 
of the spectacular scene. 
Finally, the band formed 
two honour lines and 
played “Scotland the 
Brave” and “The Black 
Bear” while the tearful 
vets exited between the 
lines and made their way 
to their bus. For most 
if not all of these old 
warriors, this will be 
their final farewell to the 

resting place of their comrades and the scenes 
of their last battles.

Over the past decades, many St. Andrew’s 
students and pipers have visited Canadian war 
cemeteries in Belgium and France, but this was 
the first time the entire Pipes & Drums had 
performed in such a setting with actual 48th 
Highlanders veterans in attendance. The front 
rank of pipers carried drone banners presented 

the fighting in Apeldoorn snapped to attention 
and saluted upon hearing ‘their’ tune.

The bus then took the band and the vets 
to Twello to view the small monument on the 
river where the crossing actually took place. 
An interesting bus trip it was, as the vets could 
be overheard sharing remembrances of the 
battle with each other. “All this countryside 
was covered with smoke,” said one. “All these 
farmhouses were ablaze because the Germans 
set them on fire as they retreated!”

From here, the bus full of bandsmen, 
veterans and the mayor of Voorst proceeded to 
a reception for the vets at nearby Voorst, where 
the band played another performance for the 
vets and all those in attendance, including many 
Canadians.

By this time in the week, the already 
cohesive band began really to understand 
their mission. They began to exhibit a level of 
pride and commitment that simply can’t be 
taught at a band practice. Seeing some of the 
great professional military bands rehearsing 
at the barracks, and seeing with what respect 
and reverence the people of Holland paid to 
Canadians, the boys showed more pride in the 
uniform and its myriad of details than ever 
before. They became a self-sufficient unit in 
terms of discipline, each keeping the other in 
line, and each helping the other to make sure 
the band could hold its own among far more 
experienced units and be a source of pride to 

‘our’ very personable group of 48th veterans.
Holten Canadian War Cemetery
While not as spectacular as the big liberation 

parade, the fourth performing day was a 
different kind of highlight.

The band visited the Canadian War 
Cemetery near Holten, where 1,800 Canadian 
war dead are buried, including 20 members 
of the 48th Highlanders of Canada. The 
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public in the firm, fair and friendly 
manner that they expect of us. We were 
always mindful that it is not the usual 
role of the Canadian Forces to interact 
directly with Canadian citizens in an 
operational setting. 

Following our training in Meaford 
we moved to CFB Borden. Living in 
Blackdown Cadet Camp lent the whole 
affair the feeling of a very long weekend 
exercise, but we were all cognizant of the 
immediate importance of our training. 
We confirmed our basic soldier skills 
and the lessons learned in Meaford on 
a confirmatory exercise with the Peel 
Regional Police Service, shortly after 
learning that our area of operations 
would be Lester B. Pearson International 
Airport. The professionalism of the Peel 
Region police officers impressed us 
and the positive working relationship 
that developed in Borden would 
continue throughout the operation. 
We maintained observation posts and 
patrols on Borden Airfield, which was 

op CAdenCe:  
A domestiC operAtion WitH 
internAtionAL impLiCAtions 

Lt. Simon Kassissia

In the year or so preceding OP CADENCE, the 
48th Highlanders of Canada along with other 

units of 32 Canadian Brigade Group focused 
their training on domestic operations. Our 
Highlanders worked with subject matter experts 
in the months preceding the deployment on 
topics pertaining to domestic operations and on 
shifting our mindset in general from operations 
in a hostile, foreign environment to supporting 
law enforcement agencies in their interactions 
with Canadian Citizens. This training culminated 
in EX ORDERED STEPS which served as a 
confirmation of the unit level training conducted 
up to that point. 

Task Force Toronto stood up at Fort York 
Armouries on the 5th of June, 2010, as a 
composite task force made up of units from 
across the Brigade. As a platoon commander, I 
was pleased with how we immediately bonded 
at our level and with how we quickly began to 
see cohesion develop across the company and 
task force organization. 

The level of operational experience amongst 
the task force members varied widely. Across 
the spectrum of the rank structure there were 
those with a great deal of prior operational 
experience and those with none. Regardless, 
we all arrived with open minds, in anticipation 
of the pre-training and subsequent operation 
that awaited us. Due to the requirements of 
operational security, we did not have much 
visibility as to the schedule any more than three 
or four days in advance. 

Our training began at LFCATC Meaford 
with a confirmation of our IBTS and with the 
conduct of stand training. This training focused 
on the development of section SOPs when faced 
with an encounter with the civilian population. 
Our preparations focused heavily on the proper 
application of the rules of engagement. In our 
case, this consisted of exercises in allowing the 
police to take the lead in these interactions; 
however we were prepared to deal with the 

THE ACTIVE BATTALION

ABOVE: With MCpl Avdagic leading, MCpl Hum and other Highlanders, as members of Canadian Forces Task 
Force Toronto and accompanied by a Peel Regional Police Officer, conduct a perimeter search at Toronto Pearson 
International Airport. Advance of the G8/G20 Summits.

RIGHT: Corporal Kyle Kowalenko, a member of 
Canadian Forces Task Force Toronto, maintains 
communications while manning an observation post 
located near the perimeter of the Toronto Pearson 
International Airport in advance of the G8/G20 
Summits. …CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Operation NANOOK 2010

By Major Allan Best, DCO

Whatever the cause, the climate in Canada’s Arctic region is changing 
rapidly, making access to the north and its vast resources more cost 

effective. This reality, coupled with so few Canadians calling the north 
home, has led to an expansion, in recent years, of the Op NANOOK series 
of Arctic sovereignty operations conducted by the Canadian Forces. This 
past August, members of the 48th Highlanders, along with their fellow 
32 Canadian Brigade Group (CBG) soldiers, deployed an Arctic Response 
Company Group (ARCG) to the territory of Nunavut. Its mission was 
straightforward; deploy to Nunavut from 6-26 August 2010 to conduct 
presence and surveillance operations in order to support the Government of 
Canada in achieving its northern strategy goals, specifically to demonstrate, 
visibly, Canadian Arctic sovereignty.

The Regiment’s contribution to Op NANOOK’s ORBAT included a 
composite infantry section for the ARCG, found within 2 Platoon, as well 

the Platoon’s 2i/c. Other positions, filled by the 48th, included the ARCG 
Company Commander, a liaison officer, the Camp Sergeant Major and 
support staff, and camp security personnel. Security took on a new sense 
of urgency in the high Arctic, where humans are not at the top of the food 
chain; that position belongs to the resident polar bears. 

Following initial kit issue and sea survival training in Toronto, the 
bulk of the ARCG deployed to Resolute Bay on Cornwallis Island via 
CC-177 Globemaster III early on 8 August. The CC-177 is such a large 
aircraft that it even seemed to have its own ecosystems, with the front of 
the plane sweltering in tropical heat, while the rear passengers shivered 
in sub-zero temperatures courtesy of a very efficient air conditioning 
system.

Resolute Bay is a small hamlet of some 250 people tucked away on 
the southern shore of Cornwallis Island. Named after HMS Resolute, the 
ship sent to search for the failed Franklin Expedition, the hamlet now 
serves as a weather station and starting point for any overland treks to 
the North Pole. The mainly Inuit population present in Resolute Bay are 
the result of forcible relocation programs undertaken by the Canadian 
Government in the late 1950s which saw many Northern Quebec 
Inuit sent to, against their will, 
to places such as Resolute Bay, 

realistic training that prepared us well for the operation. 
Upon deployment to Toronto we took up screening positions on 

the western perimeter of Pearson Airport, in order to contribute to the 
security of the delegates in transit through Pearson to the G8 and G20 
summits. We were based out of Camp Castle, a makeshift camp in what 
normally serves as a training area for Peel Police and Greater Toronto 
Airport Authority Emergency Services. We shook out into our positions 
well and began to conduct patrols in conjunction with the Police. 

We were challenged with heavy rain that turned large areas of our area 
of operations adjacent to the Etobicoke Creek into flood plains and made 
the resupply and patrol tasks in certain sectors extremely difficult. On 
several occasions, patrols were stuck in their sectors for up to 24 hours 
longer than intended. WO Carswell and I on one occasion had to throw 
rations and bottles of water across the raging swell of the “creek” in order 
to keep the troops supplied, and the Peel Police lost an ATV which was 
eventually recovered about 50 meters downstream.  Over the course of 
our deployment, it was interesting to see Airforce One and Marine One 
fly overhead and park just east of our position, amongst other aircraft 
carrying international delegations. We performed our job well and 
were visited by the area commander, BGen Collin, and the CDS, Gen 
Natynczyk, who both expressed their satisfaction with our efforts. 

We worked hard in the field but life in camp was good as we had 
a canteen, recreational area and excellent flying kitchen in place. Cpl 
Palma and Cpl Kowalenko of the 48th Highlanders won the “Cheesy 
Moustache” competition and we were able to follow the world cup closely 
during our downtime. The operation ended with a steak dinner and a 
raucous evening of football, euchre and some unofficial AAR’s over some 
carefully preserved cigars. 

At the end of the month, we were all able to leave knowing that we had 
performed well and played a vital role as a part of the integrated security 
unit of the G8 and G20 Summits  

ABOVE: A Peel Regional Police Officer and members of Canadian Forces Task Force 
Toronto conduct a perimeter search at Toronto Pearson International Airport in 

…CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

LEFT: Major Allan Best (L) from the 48th Highlanders of Canada and MWO Bruce 
Bernard of the Grey and Simcoe Foresters discuss the route during a sovereignty 
patrol in Resolute Bay, Nunavut,  during Operation Nanook 10-11 Aug 2010.
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Bay. As luck would have it, much of the ARCG 
ended up deploying via CC-130 Hercules to 
Pond Inlet on northern Baffin Island just in time, 
as the weather once again began hampering 
flights out of Resolute Bay, stranding the media. 
Unfortunately, the unpredictable weather meant 
1 Platoon of the ARCG and the Coy 2i/c were 
tasked to remain in Resolute Bay to support the 
public affairs portion of Op NANOOK. 

Pond Inlet is known as the jewel of the 
Arctic with a hamlet population of 1,500 and 
stunning surroundings that include glaciers, 
fjords, and soaring, mountain peaks. Remnants 
of the ancient Thule people are everywhere in 
the form of cairns and whale bone huts, neatly 
preserved courtesy 

Platoon size elements of the ARCG deploy via 
airmobile insertion to austere locations along 
the Cornwallis Island coastline for overnight 
survival training. Air support was provided 
by both Griffon helicopters from 400 Sqn in 
Borden and Twin Otter bush planes from 440 
Sqn out of Yellowknife. Soldiers learned to 
live with the land as opposed to off of it, 
taking everything they brought or consumed 
with them; and yes that meant EVERYTHING, 
much to the delight of the air force load masters.

With much of the Arctic familiarization 
training now complete, Op NANOOK moved 
into its Strategic Communications phase with 
a heavy influx of media, VIPs, and senior 
Canadian Forces personnel arriving in Resolute 

Grise Fjord, and Arctic Bay. Ever mindful of 
their own history, the residents of Resolute 
Bay have carved out a comfortable existence 
for themselves based largely on hunting and 
government services. Given the sensitivities 
of recent history, members of the ARCG were 
given specific cultural awareness training before 
undertaking operations in the Resolute Bay AO. 
This ensured a relationship of mutual trust and 
respect, particularly when working alongside 
Inuit members of the Canadian Rangers.

Following integration training, which 
included Inuit survival skills, All-Terrain 
Vehicle (ATV) and airmobile familiarization, 
as well as polar bear electric fence training, the 
ARCG pushed out on its first Company sized 
presence patrol of the Resolute Bay AO on 11 
August. The terrain in the region is primarily 
rolling hills of shale rock, the result of a long 
vanished ancient sea bed and the ravages of 
subsequent ice ages. Very limited vegetation 
can be seen, while trees are non-existent. The 
average highs ranged from 0 to +5C with 
winds in excess of 60km/h often making it feel 
like -15C. In fact, the single largest threat to 
air and sea operations was the weather, with 
flight cancellations occurring almost daily. Still, 
spirits were high as the camp accommodations 
for the troops, near the Resolute Bay airfield, 
were heated, had flush toilets, warm showers, 
and good food.

The second week of Op NANOOK saw 

ABOVE: Sgt Jason Hanson (L) and Pte Peter Kalabic, 
both from the 48th Highlanders of Canada march during 
a sovereignty patrol in Resolute Bay, Nunavut,  during 
Operation Nanook 10-11 Aug 2010.
BELOW: Inuit Ranger Paul explains Inukshuk to 48th.
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Airport to Toronto that Lt Fisher remarked “at 
least the CC-117s are so new they must still be 
under warranty.”

Op NANOOK was an excellent experience 
for all involved, as it demonstrated the clear 
difference between an actual Operation 
versus a training Exercise, that being access 
to resources. From logistical support to air 
and naval assets, Op NANOOK was a clear 
and visible demonstration of Canada’s ability 
to project military and civilian resources into 
our vast northern frontier. It also gave soldiers 
of the 48th an opportunity to work alongside 
members of the Canadian Rangers, Navy, Air 
Force, RCMP, Parks Canada, Canadian Coast 
Guard, Danish and American Forces, and, most 
importantly, the proud and determined Inuit 
people of Nunavut. Special mention should go 
to MWO Joseph for undertaking the planning of 
the MND and PM 

Following two days of presence patrols, 
that included a visit from the Minister of 
National Defence, the ARCG returned to their 
parent Naval vessels for the return journey to 
Pond Inlet. It was during this final voyage that 
several resourceful members of the Regiment, 
who ended up on the magical Danish ship 
Rasmussen, were able to put its Sauna to good 
use. All members of the ARCG that deployed to 
Pond Inlet are soundly convinced that the brand 
new Danish Naval vessel Rasmussen must 
have been built by IKEA, given its luxurious 
Scandinavian interior, complete with a spa and 
espresso machine.

After a relaxing Community Day in Pond 
Inlet, 2 and 3 Platoon rejoined their 1 Platoon 
comrades back in Resolute Bay just in time 
for the CDS and Prime Minister’s visit. It is 
worth noting that, while Op NANOOK was 
taking place, two Russian TU-95 Bear bombers 
probed Canada’s northern airspace, only to 
be turned around by NORAD CF-18s, a fact 
not lost on the Prime Minister. In the end, Op 
NANOOK came to a close not with a bang 
but a whimper, as the CC-177 Globemaster 
III carrying everyone home to the south broke 
down after landing in Ottawa. It was during 
the impromptu bus ride home from Ottawa 

TOP LEFT: Lt Fisher with PM Stephen Harper.
ABOVE: Private (Pte) Zetka and Master Corporal (MCpl) 
Frank wind up the fence wire. They are learning how to 
put up an electric polar bear fence for protection when 
they travel out on patrol into the field during Operation 
(Op) Nanook. 
BELOW: HMDS Knud Rasmussen’s SAR boat
BOTTOM LEFT: Magical HMDS Knud Rasmussen Danish 
Arctic Patrol Frigate

of the long, cold winters. The average high in 
Pond Inlet was +10C with constant sunlight. 
The local Inuit were as friendly as ever, selling 
many of their goods to ARCG soldiers and 
visiting cruise ship passengers alike. Fishing 
was excellent, with many an Arctic char being 
caught and consumed.

Awaiting the ARCG in Pond Inlet harbour 
was Naval Task Group 307.1.2 made up of 
HMCS’ Glace Bay and Goose Bay, CCG ice 
breaker Henry Larson, USCG cutter Alder, and 
the Danish Arctic patrol vessel HMDS Knud 
Rasmussen. Following an initial coordination 
meeting with the senior maritime leadership, 
2 and 3 Platoons of the ARCG began to board 
HMCS Glace Bay and HMDS Rasmussen on 19 
August, while their stores and kit were airlifted 
to the CCG Henry Larsen. USCG Alder and 
HMCS Goose Bay were then detached to 
other duties, while the remainder of NTG 
307.1.2 sailed west towards Bylot Island and 
the southern edge of Sirmlik National Park. 
After dodging several icebergs and enduring 
high speed Naval counter manoeuvres, a very 
sea-green ARCG conducted an amphibious 
insertion into Sirmlik National Park in order to 
undertake presence patrols, very much happy 
to be on dry land.  

…CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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visits on such short notice, as well as MCpl Hum, whose comms 
equipment skills earned him a Joint Task Force North Commander’s 
Coin. Op NANOOK, was an amazing experience and all members 
of the Regiment are encouraged to submit their name, through the 
Chain-of-Command, for similar tasks in the future.
48th Highlanders who deployed on Op NANOOK 2010 
include:

Hoianamee!

DCO  

Maj Best
Lt Fisher
MWO Joseph
WO Carswell
Sgt Hanson
MCpl Frank 
MCpl Hum
Cpl Belozorovich 
Cpl Hobbins-Burgess
Cpl Kim L.

Cpl Phillips
Cpl Valenzuela 
Hldr Anthony
Hldr Gorelik
Hldr Kalabic
Hldr McCrae

ABOVE:Resolute Bay Mayor, Ludy Pudluk, joins Lieutenant Colonel Gino Chretien, 
Operation NANOOK 10 Commanding Officer and Sergeant Major Joseph for a tour 
of the Canadian Forces Operation NANOOK 10 camp along with Duncan Walker, the 
Senior Administration Officer for the Hamlet of Resolute Bay, and RCMP Constable 
Omar Ktabi.
RIGHT: Star’s kitchen.
MIDDLE RIGHT: Rangers Paul, Star, and Caleb.
BOTTOM RIGHT: DCO consolling WO Carswell about missing out on Scotland.
BELOW: Hldr Anthony near an iceberg
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The IPSC offers 
many services to the 
casualty.  This includes 
Operational Stress 
Injury Support (OSISS) 
which is handled by 
ex-Highlander, Sgt 
(ret’d) John Tescione, 
who himself suffered 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder from his 
wounds incurred 
in Bosnia.  A Family 
Liaison Officer (Social 
Worker) from the 
MFRC is also available 
to support families. 

The Return-to-Work program for wounded/
injured/ill soldiers assists soldiers to return 
to the military or, if not possible, return to 
civilian life. Veterans Affairs is there twice a 
week and you can see them now even while 
still serving.  Additionally, staff members offer 
administrative support to the Next-of-Kin for 
deceased service members. 

The Toronto IPSC is located in Denison 
Armoury at 1 Yukon Lane, North York.  
Wounded and ill personnel are generally 
transferred to this unit if recovery is going to be 
lengthy.  If you have been injured while serving, 
please see contact the IPSC to familiarize 
yourself with the benefits that may be avail to 
you  

IPSC still operates under the DCSM umbrella.
With Canada’s increasing involvement 

in kinetic operations (that is to say, combat) 
beginning in the 1990s, a need for casualty 
support beyond the hospital bed was required.  
This need led to the establishment of the DCSM.  
Last year, its satellite offices were re-designated 
as the IPSC.   This facility is manned by both 
civilian and military personnel and is ultimately 
led by a civilian manager.  Most of the DND 
employees are former-military.  The main focus 
of the Centre is towards the wounded, ill or 
injured soldier, be it physical or psychological.  
With the involvement in Afghanistan, a large 
number of wounded soldiers have returned and 
are administered by it.  Not only are Regular 
Force casualties administered by the IPSC but 
also a large number of Primary Reservists, some 
of whom are from this Brigade.  

Family and Casualty Support
Services in Toronto

By Captain David Tsuchiya

One the many support services offered through 
the Department of National Defence are the 

Military Family Resource Centre and the Joint 
Personnel Support Unit.  This article will briefly 
discuss these two facilities and their services.

The Military Family Resource Centre was 
created in the early 1990s and the Toronto 
branch was established in 1992.  Its role is 
to “foster the unique strength of families 
within the Canadian Forces” through various 
programs and events with a view to instilling 
independence, stability, and resiliency.  The 
MFRC is a non-profit organization and is led 
primarily by volunteers with a small full-time 
staff.  

The services offered are primarily aimed at 
the military family and cover the following key 
areas:

• Family Separation & Reunion
• Prevention, Support & Intervention
• Community Integration & Personal 

Development
• Children, Youth and Parenting Support
• Full-time Child Care; and
• Volunteer Development and 

Involvement

Some of the many services offered by the 
MFRC include a video-teleconference room 
that allows family members to communicate 
with their deployed loved one(s) in an audio-
visual setting; second language training in ESL 
and French for family members; social work 
support; and employment assistance.  

This past January, the Toronto MFRC also 
held an Open House for families of deploying 
troops as well as redeployed soldiers as a way 
to introduce family members to this valuable 
resource.  On September 18th, the Centre 
hosted its annual Family Day BBQ for serving 
members, military families and friends.  This 
has been a very successful event.  

For more information about the Toronto 
MFRC and its upcoming events, please visit 
http://www.familyforce.ca/sites/
Toronto/EN/Pages/default.aspx.  It is 
located across from the Denison Armoury at 
5 Yukon Lane, just west of Allen Road and 
Sheppard Avenue West.

The other support service is the Integrated 
Personnel Support Centre (IPSC).  This is 
a relatively new organization although the 
original concept came into effect several years 
ago under the authority of the Director of 
Casualty Support Management (DCSM).  The 

The Toronto Military Family Resource Centre located 
near Denison Armoury

Capt Jason Morische and friends at a Forward 
Operating Base somewhere in Afghanistan.

http://www.familyforce.ca/sites/Toronto/EN/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.familyforce.ca/sites/Toronto/EN/Pages/default.aspx
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PIPES & DRUMS

While many of the Regiment have been busy on 
courses and operations during the summer 

months, and many of the association members have 
been enjoying cottages and camping excursions, 
the Pipes and Drums have been extremely busy the 
past few months.

Starting in June, the band was part of the 
massed Pipes and Drums for the Canadian 
International Tattoo in Hamilton.  This was our 
second year participating in this event and while 
not far from Toronto, it was still a great trip for 
the band.

In July, some of the band participated in 
the official departure ceremony of Her Majesty, 
Queen Elizabeth the Second, our Colonel in 
Chief.  It was an extremely hot day, but the band 
sounded great.  Unfortunately, in the format of 
the ceremony, she did not inspect the bands – 
we were relegated to a position in the rear of the 
guard.

A couple of days later, 12 members of the 
band travelled to Calgary to augment the Calgary 
Highlanders in the Stampede parade.  They 
were joined by 
members of 
the Cameron 
H i g h l a n d e r s 
from Ottawa.  
A good time 
was had by all.  
Drummer James 
Rankin even 
made breakfast 
for us all on the 
last morning.  
It was a great 
moment for 
camaraderie.

The weekend 
f o l l o w i n g 
Calgary, a few members went to Beaverton 
to provide some entertainment for one of our 
own, retired WO George Walker.  He had 
been confined to a home for the last few years 
and this was an opportunity to give him some 
reminisces of the past.  In addition to the band 
members who played, former Pipe Majors Reay 
McKay and Sandy Dewar were there along with 
Gordie Rankin and Tom McKean.  It was a great 
afternoon.  Unfortunately, within ten days, George passed away and was buried 
on the Monday of the long weekend.  There was a great representation of former 
members of the band at his send off.  A fitting tribute to a great piper.  He was in 
the 48th for 50 years continuing well after retirement from the active unit.  George 
was also frequently seen addressing the Haggis around Toronto and the Regiment.

After the short trip to Calgary, the band began our annual preparations for the 
Fergus Highland Games Tattoo along with the Royal Regiment of Canada Band 
and our dancers.  

Completing the busy summer was the annual Warrior’s Day Parade and the 

	  

	  

	  

TOP 2 PHOTOS: Massed Pipes and 
Drums, Hamilton Tattoo 2010
ABOVE: George, his daughters, 
granddaughter and the band 
members who played
ABOVE RIGHT: The mini band playing 
for George and his fellow residents.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Massed CF Pipes 
and Drums, Calgary Stampede parade 
July 2010
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Canadian Forces Musical Salute.  This involved 
a week of rehearsals for the two shows – this 
year at the Band Shell. 

You may have noticed that WO Iain Dewar 
was wearing a Toronto Scottish uniform in 
the Warrior’s Day photo.  Iain has been attach 
posted to the Toronto Scottish for a year to 
assist them in recruiting and adjusting to being 
an authorized band again.  This was a request 
from the Toronto Scottish to the 48th for 
support and we are glad we were able to support 
them.

Upcoming we have the annual RCMI show, 
the WO and Sgts mess dinner, the change of 
RSM, the annual Maple Leaf home opener, The 
St. Andrew’s Ball and then it will be Christmas 
– it never stops – and that’s a good thing  

	  

	  

	  

TOP RIGHT: 48th Drummers at CF Musical Salute at the 
CNE Bandshell 2010.  (L-R) John Bridge, Bill Cook (on 
Bass Drum), James Rankin.
RIGHT: Some of the 48th Pipers at CF Musical Salute at 
the CNE Bandshell, 2010 (L-R) Cpl George Boast, Piper 
Linda Lang, Pipe Major (MWO) Iain Lang.
BOTTOM RIGHT: 48th Pipes and Drums with the Toronto 
Scottish Pipes and Drums, Warrior’s Day Parade 2010.  
(L-R) Drum Major, WO Chris Reesor, Pipe Major (MWO) 
Iain Lang, Cpl Kerry Buker, Drum Major Steve Hepburn 
(TSR), Sgt Colin Dewar, Piper Andrew Bennet (TSR – 
former 48th) and Acting Pipe Major (WO) Iain Dewar 
(TSR on loan from 48th)
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The volunteers 
who keep your 48th 

Highlanders Museum 
open to the public 

every Wednesday and 
Thursday.

Interpreters
These volunteers take people through our 

museum, explain the items on displays 
and also give them the history of the 
48th Highlanders.  Some have other 

responsibilities as well.

MuseuM Manager - DavID archer
David joined the museum staff August 1, 2009.  He has 

added new ideas and programs to the museum agenda.  
David became manager July 1, 2010.

specIal projects - gorD sMIth
Joined the staff November 1, 2008

Gord has the job of documenting and recording the 
donations of artifacts given to the museum.

researcher - BrenDon Furlong
Joined the staff December 1, 2004

Interpreter - jan jansen
Joined the staff July 1, 2006.  Jan came from Holland 

after the war and has been of great service to the 
museum.

Interpreter - ron DenhaM
Joined the staff March 1, 2005.  Ron is also responsible 

for the weapons possessed by the museum.

receptIonIst - Margaret attwells
Margaret joined the staff June 1, 2009.  On Wednesdays 
Margaret greets visitors to the museum.  This has been 

an added dimension to the museum.  Margaret also 
helps with the filing for our researchers.  

We could use another volunteer for Thursdays.

Interpreter - john stephens
Joined the staff December 1, 2006.

WHO’S WHO IN THE 48TH HIGHLANDERS MUSEUM
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researchers
We have many requests for information 

from family members of the 48th 
Highlanders and other people who 

are looking for information regarding 
relatives.  Our researchers are kept busy 
and seldom have free time.  We can be 
working on many searches at one time 

and quite often it takes several weeks to 
find the information requested.  They also 

help with museum tours.

Interpreter - Max McDougall
Joined the staff January 1, 1996.  Max is also 

responsible for for the weapons possessed by the 
museum.

Interpreter - john stephens
Joined the staff December 1, 2006.

researcher - roBert taylor 
Joined the staff October 1, 1997

researcher - stan MIlne
Joined the staff March 1, 1999

Interpreter - john “BlackIe” allan
Joined the staff March 1, 2001.

Interpreter - Ian wIllIaMson
Joined the staff September 1, 2002.

If you would like to 
become a member of 

the museum staff please 
call David Archer at 416-

489-5016.  Many of the 
volunteers are now in 

their 80’s and the museum 
will be requiring new 

members.  Please give this 
some thought.  You will 
enjoy the experience.

The chairman of the 
museum is Hon. L. Col. 
Geordie Beal and the 

curator is W. O. Anthony 
Percival.  They contribute 

many hours away from 
the museum working on 
programs to improve and 

develop our museum.   
They joined the museum 

April 1, 1995  Interpreter - toM thoMpson
Joined the staff November 1, 1997.  Tom retired as 

manager July I, 2010.

WHO’S WHO IN THE 48TH HIGHLANDERS MUSEUM
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When Capt. Bradshaw was asked about 
how the corps could be supported this year she 
indicated that the corps could definitely use 
assistance. She noted that the following would 
be of benefit to the cadet corps:

1. Donation of new or used sports equipment;
2. A photocopy machine;

yet. We really want to strive to plan more 
activities that will not only be thrilling and 
exciting for the cadets, but make a difference 
and contribute to the community in need.”

The training officer of the corps, Lt. Ashley 
Bonnell has scheduled in community service 
events. She is also hoping to conduct fun 
activities such as rock climbing, swimming, 
camping and marksmanship training that the 
cadets will participate in.

“We really hope to retain the young 
members of the corps by ensuring that they 
enjoy the activities we provide.”

Capt. Bradshaw commented that she is 
thankful for the continuous support of the 
regiment and the regimental family.

“Since transferring to this corps three years, 
I have noticed how much support our corps 
receives on an ongoing basis, and I think it is 
absolutely amazing,” she said.

tHe 48tH HigHLAnd regiment 
royAL CAnAdiAn Army CAdet 

Corps

Summer is over and the staff and cadets from 
the 48th Highland Regiment Royal Canadian 

Army Cadet Corps have returned to launch yet 
another training year.

“We are excited to be back in business and 
we are looking forward to offering individuals 
between 12 and 18 years of age an opportunity 
to be part of a youth organization aimed at 
promoting good citizenship, leadership and 
interest in the Canadian Forces,” said Capt. 
Lynn Bradshaw, Commanding Officer of the 
48 Highland Regiment Royal Canadian Army 
Cadet Corps.

“This year we hope it will be our best year 

TOP LEFT: Group photo of the cadets, cadet corps staff, 
CO of the regiment, and Honorary Colonels.
TOP RIGHT:Outgoing commanding officer, Capt. Dave 
Rule shakes hands with incoming commanding officer, 
Capt. Lynn Bradshaw.
MIDDLE: Cadet/CWO. N. Ormsby was presented 
the legion medal of excellence for her outstanding 
community and cadet service contributions.
MIDDLE RIGHT: The CO of the regiment presented 2Lt. 
Brent Burley’s commission scroll at the cadet corps 
annual inspection.
BOTTOM: The 48 Highlanders Regiment Auxiliary Flag 
Party who kindly donated their time participate in the 
cadet corps annual inspection.
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HLCol John B. Newman presents a new Pipe Major’s Banner and Pipe Band Trophy to members of the St Andrew’s 
College Pipes and Drums, Cadet Pipe Maj Mitchell Arnold and Pipe Sgt Arun Partridge, at the College Cadet Corps 
Annual Inspection on 1 May 2010. Both the Banner and the Trophy honour the memory of HLCol Newman’s father, 
Major Maitland Fuller Newman M in D, who was a graduate of the College and who fought in the 15th Battalion 
during World War 1 and served in the 2nd Battalion during World War 2.

St Andrew’s College Pipes and Drums

3. Sponsoring support of an activity such as 
rock climbing or swimming for example 
(either use of a facility or financial help to 
go towards paying for the usage facility);

4. Help with recruiting or advertising about 
the cadet corps;

5. Donation or financial support to purchase 
regimental headdress uniform items for 
the cadets; and

6. Sponsoring of a cadet corps specific 
website.

“Any support would be appreciated and a 
tax receipt can be provided. There is no cost 
for youth to join cadets or stay in the program,” 
Capt. Bradshaw said.

“I personally believe in what the cadet 
organization offers young people. Over the 
years, I have watched how teenagers have 
benefited from the program and I am really 
glad to be apart of a group that makes a 
difference in the lives of youth.”

For additional information about 
the cadet corps or to find out how 
you can help email Capt Bradshaw at 
lynn.bradshaw.48@gmail.com  
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an integral unit of the First Canadian 
Contingent to embark for overseas service in 
1914

again, part of the 1st Canadian Infantry 
Brigade of the 1st Canadian Infantry Division 
1939-1945

first of two regiments to request Her Majesty 
The Queen to be Colonel-in-Chief, the other 
being Le Régiment de la Chaudière from Lévis, 
Québec – 1947.

It is important to note that the appointment 
of Colonel-in-Chief is requested at the expressed 
wish of the regiment. It is not ordered by higher 
authority or issued by some form of automatic 
regulation. The 48th and the Chaudières have 
been honoured by the Queen’s appointment 
for a longer period of time than any other 
Canadian units – 63 years.

In 1951 the Regiment raised companies 
for the 25th Commonwealth Brigade for UN 
service in Korea and the 27th Canadian Infantry 
Brigade Group for NATO service in Germany.

Since that time Highlanders have seen 
operational service in such theatres as The 
Golan Heights, Kosovo, Sierra Leone and 
Phnom Penn.

We weren’t in Italy in 1944 when Brigadier 
Ian Johnston, (as Lieutenant-Colonel 
commanding) received the first of two 
Distinguished Service Orders with the words, 
“This decoration has been earned and bestowed 
upon the 48th Highlanders of Canada. I have 
the honour to wear it on their behalf.”

We weren’t there when Sgt. Stuart 
Montgomery (later Regimental Sergeant-Major 
Montgomery) was one of 21 Highlanders 
awarded the Military Medal for Bravery in 
the Field or when LCol Don Mackenzie fell on 
April 11, 1945 on the approach to Apeldoorn 
and its liberation, just a few short days before 
the war’s end, 65 years ago.

It is easy to quote the facts and firsts from 
the regimental history:

first kilted regiment in Ontario, raised 1891
first Battle Honour 8 years after formation – 

South Africa 1899-1900
first regiment in the British Empire to 

become officially allied with a regiment of the 
British Army – The Gordon Highlanders 1904

Maj George Pearce delivers his inspiring “Toast to 
the Regiment” to those attending the Annual Officers’ 
Mess Dinner on 15 May, 2010.”

The Regiment 2010
(The Annual Officers’ Mess Dinner was held 

on 15 May 2010. The Toast to the Regiment was 
proposed by Major (Ret’d) G.L. Pearce CD. It is 
reproduced here at the request of the editor.)

Proposing the Toast to the Regiment is a one-
time signal honour. I know of no officer who 

has ever been asked to repeat the privilege.
The current composition of this assembly 

puts a face on the true meaning of the term 
“Regimental Family” and it is a welcome sight 
to see so many of the younger generation in 
attendance. You are in the company of older 
people this evening. This room, our Officers’ 
Mess, has always been full of older people; their 
likenesses captured in portraits surround us. I 
know something of what it is like to be seen as 
“older”.

Behind me is the dramatic painting 
depicting the famous charge of the Gordon 
Highlanders at Dargai, India (now part of 
Pakistan) in 1897.The central figure is that of 
Piper George Findlater who was awarded the 
Victoria Cross. He was one of six pipers who 
led the charge including one James Robb Fraser, 
later to be recommended to become our pipe 
major in 1913. He held the appointment for 39 
years, the longest serving pipe major ever, and 
he became a legend in North American piping 
circles. He was the only pipe major honoured 
by a regimental march past, taking the salute 
on his retirement parade in 1952. I was on that 
parade. Later when I used to tell recruits that 
Pipe Major Fraser, who had led the Gordons in 
that famous attack in 1897, issued me my first 
uniform, I thought they would be impressed. 
But their faces told me what they assumed: 
I must have been around when Moses was a 
lance-corporal.

I look around here and marvel at what I see:
LCol John Irvine Davidson, our first 

commanding officer who gave us our tartan, 
our falcon’s head crest for the regimental badge 
and our motto. At the turn of the twentieth 
century the common expression was “A captain 
of industry is almost certain to be a colonel of 
Militia”. Colonel Davidson was one of them - a 
distinguished soldier and businessman who 
was also politically astute. He turned down the 
nomination for the Mayoralty of Toronto seven 
times! We weren’t there then.

We weren’t there when Lt. Robert E. 
Haldenby was awarded the Military Cross at 
the Bois de Bouche Apex near the Crow’s Nest 
in Belgium in 1915. His brother Brigadier Eric 
Haldenby, no less distinguished, is over there 
on the west wall.  And we are honoured to have 
Mrs. Molly Haldenby, wife of the late LCol 
Douglas Haldenby, with us this evening.
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As part of Mobile Command Reserve in 
the 1960s and 70s, the Regiment won the Sir 
Casimir Gzowski Trophy an unprecedented 5 
times as the most proficient reserve infantry 
unit in Canada, and for the past 7 ½ years since 
2002, nearly half of the present generation of 
48th Highlanders has served in Afghanistan.

But it is more than all of this. It is the 
chemistry that kindles the spirit to transform 
facts and firsts to a presence of mind that holds 
a constant reminder:

We weren’t there when Sgt. Stuart 
Montgomery (later Regimental 

Sergeant-Major Montgomery) was one 
of 21 Highlanders awarded the Military 
Medal for Bravery in the Field or when 

LCol Don Mackenzie fell on April 11, 
1945 on the approach to Apeldoorn and 

its liberation, just a few short days 
before the war’s end, 65 years ago.

For Highlanders from 1891 to 1898 it meant, 
“This is worth belonging to.”

For Highlanders from 1899 to 1913 it 
meant, “This was worth standing up for and 
being counted upon to do it again, if necessary.”

For subsequent generations since the ill-
fated “war to end all wars” it has meant keeping 
John McCrae’s “faith” which Highlanders have 
done since 1918 to the present day.

Why?
Because this was and remains worth 

belonging to. This is our realm, our calling, 
our raison d’être. This is The Regiment which 
symbolizes and embodies all that is worth 
serving. It’s what motivates service in far flung 
Afghanistan without forgetting the fallen in far 
flung France and Flanders. This is ours; this is 
us.

This is everything of what we were, what 
we are now, and what we hope better to be. 
We will ensure that hope whether we be past, 
present or future serving members. We will 
ensure that hope with the same dedication and 
determination that have gone before.

It’s called Duty........and nothing less is 
acceptable. Ladies and Gentlemen, I invite you 
to charge your glasses and rise.

Please join me in saluting.........
THE REGIMENT 

Calendar of the 48th Highlanders of Canada Regimental Family

FUTURE EVENTS

15 Oct 10 – Officers’ Association - 
Cocktail Party   

Location	 -	Officers’	Mess:	Officers	Ass’n	
	 		Members	and	by	Invitation
Timings	 -	2000	–	2200
Dress	 -	Regimental	Blazer,	Business	Suit
Cost	 -	Nil
Contact/RSVP	 -	LCol	(ret’d)	JH	Sandham
	 		416-203-2027
	 		jh.sandham@sympatico.ca

16 Oct 10 – WO’s & Sgt’s Mess Dinner
Location	 -	Sgt’s	Mess
Timings		 -	1800	–	0200
Dress	 -	Mess	Kit,	Blues,	Highland	Dress,	
	 		Suit,	Medals
Cost	 -	tbc
Contact	 -	WO	Peter	Ross,	647-295-9300
	 		peter.ross1@rogers.com

Oct 24 – Massed Military  
Band Spectacular.

Location	 -	Roy	Thomson	Hall
Timings	 -	1400	hrs;	Doors	open	1230	hrs
Dress	 -	Mess	Kit,	Blues,	Highland	
	 		Dress,	Suit
Cost	 -	tbc
Contact	 -	Roy	Thomson	Hall
	 		www.roythomson.com
Contact	 -	Capt	(ret’d)	Mike	Lawson
	 		905-898-3438

06 Nov 10 - Mount Pleasant 
Remembrance Ceremony

Location	 -	Mount	Pleasant	Cemetery,	
	 		east	entrance	off	Mt.	Pleasant	Rd.
Timings	 -	1030	parade	assembles
Dress	 -	Regimental	Blazer,	medals,	
	 		Glengarry
Contact	 -	CWO	D.	Chappell	(ret’d)
	 		416-446-6373
	 		chappell@idirect.com

06 Nov  10 – OCA Remembrance 
Dinner

Location	 -	York	Reception	Centre
Timings	 -	1800	–	2400
Dress	 -	Mess	Kit,	Blues,	DEU,	Suit
Cost	 -	tbc
Contact	 -	OCA:	tbc

 

07 Nov 10 – Remembrance Day 
Parade

Location	 -	Queen’s	Park	Circle
Timings	 -	0930	-	OCA	buses	at	MPA
-	1030	-	form	up	on	Wellesley	Street
-	Messes	open	at	MPA	after	March	back	
Dress	 -	Old	Comrades:	Blazer,	tie,	medals
Contact	 -	48th	Highrs	BOR,	416-635-2765

27 Nov 10 – St. Andrew’s Ball
Location	 -	Royal	York	Hotel
Timings	 -	1800	–	2400	
	 -	Dance	Practices	at	MPA:	1900	hrs	
	 		–	17,	20	&	24	Nov
Dress	 -	Mess	Kit,	Blues,	Black	Tie
Cost	 -	tbc
Contact	 -	Capt	Pat	Shea,	416-369-7399
	 		shea@gowlings.com

10 Dec 10 – Regimental Christmas 
Dinner

Location	 -	Moss	Park	Armoury
Timings	 -	1800	–	2100
Dress	 -	DEU

12 Dec 10 – Kid’s Christmas Party
Location	 -	Sgt’s	Mess
Timings	 -	1100	–	1500
Dress	 -	Relaxed
Cost	 -	tbc
Contact	 -	Ms	Shelley	Pett,	905-951-1735
	 		kpett@sympatico.ca

01 Jan 11 – New Year’s Levee
Location	 -	Sgt’s	and	Officers’	Messes
Timings	 -	Timings	and	locations	in	next	issue	
	 		of	The	Falcon
Dress	 -	Blues,	Morning	Suit,	Suit,	medals
Contact	 -	WO	Peter	Ross,	647-295-9300
	 		peter.ross1@rogers.com
Contact	 -	Capt	Pat	Shea,	416-369-7399
	 		shea@gowlings.com

BE	SURE	TO	ENTER		
THESE	IMPORTANT	

EVENTS	INTO		
YOUR	CALENDAR

mailto:jh.sandham@sympatico.ca
mailto:peter.ross1@rogers.com
mailto:chappell@idirect.com
mailto:shea@gowlings.com
mailto:kpett@sympatico.ca
mailto:peter.ross1@rogers.com
mailto:shea@gowlings.com


HIGHLANDERS CONFINED TO BARRACKS
 

SUNNYBROOK HOSPITAL - VETERANS WING
McKENNA, Jack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . K2 East 02
McMAHON, Jim   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . LG East 23
LEONARD, Stanley    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . LG East 41 
JACOBS, Don   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  L1 West 199
COOPER, Vic (Cyril)   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .L3 East 323
BELL, Norm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . K2 East 27
SHALAPATA, Paul   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . K2 East 4
SHONTALER, James   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . K2 Centre 21
McCRON, Don . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . K2 West 23

SPECIAL CARE UNITS
BILLINGS, Henry David   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  905-646-5665 

GREEN, Stuart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Not Listed

CARTER, Clifford  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . c/o Susan Hampson 519-424-9784

CONFINED AT HOME  -  PROBLEMS GETTING AROUND
COLTON, G.E.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .819-683-2323

SOPER, Kenneth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 416-757-5497

These Highlanders will be pleased to hear from you.
Give them a call or better still, pay them a visit.

Don’t forget, they are Dileas, as are we.

LAST POST
Jack Graham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 4, 2010  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Toronto ON 
George Walker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 2010 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Toronto ON
John Stanley MacFarlane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 30, 2010 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Toronto ON
Robert John Fairburn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . August 4, 2010   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . Toronto ON
Bill Waterson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 2010  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Toronto ON

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
We will remember them. 

diLe A s gu BrAtH

SEPTEMBER 2010
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