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InMarchandApril2007,DHH(Directorateof
HistoryandHeritage)organizedapilgrimage
to Vimy, France. The Canadian Corps was
comprisedofa75PieceBrassandReedband
of musicians from the Central Band, Ottawa

andtheAirCommandBand,Winnipeg;a300
manguard;CFnavalgunbattery;and26piece
pipe band. Four 48th Highlanders were part
ofthecontingent,PipeMajorMWOIainLang,
DrummerMCplGaryGrattan,MCplDuffand
CplHum.

OnMarch25th2007,23membersofvarious
CFHighlandRegiments(allreserveregiments)
augmented with 3 Regular Force musicians
formed the Vimy 90th Contingent Pipes and
Drums. Because the pipes and drums were
mainlyreservistsandthefactthatpipebands

must memorize all the tunes, the Pipes and
Drumswerebrought togetheraweekprior to
themainbodytorehearseatCFBTrenton.

After a week at theYukon lodge, we were
joined by the brass band for a couple of days

rehearsal before the contingent was split in
two groups to leave for Lille, France. Due
to the combined weight of passengers and
luggage the CF Airbus stopped to refuel in
Prestwick,Scotlandforonehour,longenough
for someone to get a pint since no alcohol is
availableonaCFFlight.Thebrassband’sflight
wentdirecttoFrance.

WerehearsedforanotherweekinFrancein
asmalltownoutsideLillecalledLesquin.The
drumcorpswasalmostalwayswiththeguard
at the local football field for this entire week,

FROM THE 48TH ARCHIVES 
EVENTS IN SPRING TIMES PAST

by HLCol Geordie Beal

115Years Ago – On 21 April 1892 the 48th
Highlandersmarchedoutfortheirfirstpublic
paradefromtheirtemporaryhome,theUpper
Canada College buildings at the north-west
corner of King and Simcoe Streets. During
thepastwinter,sincetheirofficialgazettingin
October 1891, the Regiment’s focus had been
recruitingandbasicdrill.Nowtheywereready
to be greeted by the citizens of Toronto who
hadchampionedtheircreation.

Threedayslater,theyheldthefirstchurch
parade marching from Queen’s Park to St.
Andrew’sChurch.The48thPipeBand,under
Pipe Major Robert Ireland, led the way
supported by the bands of the Queen’s Own
Riflesandthe10thRoyalGrenadierswhotook
partwiththepermissionoftheircommanding
officers. Over 50,000 lined the streets, fully
one quarter of Toronto’s population, standing
dozensdeepalongtheroute.

Just one month later, on Victoria Day, 24
May, the regiment received its Colours, made
by the Ladies of Toronto and presented by
LordStanleyofPreston,theGovernorGeneral
ofCanada.

110 Years Ago – In the spring of 1897
the regiment was equipped with Lee-Enfield
rifles. Shooting prowess had been designated
by the original Commanding Officer, Lt.
Col. Davidson, as an area in which the 48th
Highlanders would excel. The new rifle led
immediately to an increase in attendance at
weeklypracticesandvaultedtheregimentinto
aleadingpositionincompetitions.Fiftyprizes
including one bronze and two silver medals
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Donald was born in Colwyn Bay, Wales on
December 9, 1912 the second eldest of five
sons to Fred Keeling and his wife Margaret
Louise(neeMacDonald).Fred(9thBn.Royal
WelchFusiliers)waskilledinactionfouryears
later at the battle of the Somme. Donald and

his brothers were sent to the Duke of York
Military School where he found his lifelong
love for music. Donald learned to play the
Frenchhornandeventuallycouldplayalmost
any instrument. While at Kneller Hall, the
RoyalMilitarySchoolofMusic,hewaschosen
asoneof12trumpeterstoplayinWestminster
AbbeyatthecoronationofGeorgeVIandthe
QueenMumin1937.

A military family by nature–all five
brothersservedtheircountrywithdistinction.
Donald had an uninterrupted 51 years of
military service starting with The Queen’s
RoyalRegiment,1stBnSeaforthHighlanders,
1/8Ghurkas,1stPunjabRegiment,3rdDivision
CanadianForces,NormandytoBerlinVictory
Parade, 2nd Bn Parachute Regiment, and the
48thHighlandersofCanada.

As war broke out in September 1939,
Donald married his sweetheart Enid (Green)
and son Anthony followed in 1940. Donald
distinguished himself in his WWII service,
was seconded to the 3rd Canadian Division
andmentionedindispatches.

After the war, he was Seaforth
Highlanders and then became
bandmaster for the 2nd Battalion
ParachuteRegimentwherehewrote the
regimentalmarch.In1952heaccepteda
positiontoformanddirectthePakistan
School of Music where he stayed until
1954. For Queen Elizabeth’s Coronation
in June 1953, Donald led the Pakistan
army contingent and became the only
Britisharmyofficer toserveofficiallyat
both coronations.At the coronation, the
48th Highlanders approached him with
anoffertojointheregiment.

The family emigrated to Canada
in 1954 and Donald joined the 48th
HighlandersasbandmasterandDirector
of Music. Shortly thereafter he began to
teach music at Upper Canada College
where he was affectionately known
as “Cap’n Keeling.” He retired from
both in 1977. Over the years the band
played countless occasions including
the Trooping of the Colour in 1967,
annualScottishTattoosattheCNE,and
numerousopeningnightsatMapleLeaf
GardensandSantaClausParades.

Donald and Enid left Toronto for
morepastoralenvirons, first livingnear

Tottenham where Donald was a gentleman
farmer, and then in Kettleby. After moving
to Dalston ON, they lived a quiet life with
Donald’smusicandhisincrediblecollectionof
Highlandermemorabilia,musicalinstruments
andwarmementos.Heregaledvisitorswithhis
wartimestories,histoursinPakistan,prewar
India and China, and wonderful memories
of his friends and family. He worked part-
time for several years at Burnetts & Struth
Scottish Regalia in Barrie where he indulged
hisloveandknowledgeforallthingsScottish.
He composed a musical and taught piano to
theneighbouringchildrenrightintohis90s.

Donald died peacefully at home. He was
94.He leaveshiswifeEnid, sonAnthonyand
grandsonsIanandDavidandhiswifeKathy.

MajorDonaldKeeling,
C.D.,L.R.A.M,A.R.C.M.,D.Y.R.M.S.
December9,1912–April20,2007

Lives Lived
MAJOR DONALD KEELING, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  – 1954 TO 1977 – werewonattheOntarioRifleAssociation.This

wasfollowedbyfifty-oneprizes,attheGzowski
Match,withateamSecondandthreemedals.
ElevenHighlandersweresenttotheDominion
RifleAssociationmatches,acompetitionforall
Canada. Thirty seven individual awards were
won.Inteammatchestheycamefourthinthe
Walker Match and second in the Lansdowne
Aggregate. The highlight was the first in the
BritishChallengeShield,recordingthehighest
score in the competition’s history. Privates
Davidson and McVittie were two of three
tied for the Governor General’s prize with
McVittie winning a place on the Bisley Team
andDavidsonfirstplaceonthewaitinglist.

100YearsAgo–On03May1907,the48th
ChapterIODEwasformed,justsevenyearsafter
the formation of their national organization.
ColonelD.M.Robertson,CommandingOfficer
of the 48th, had given his consent on the
understanding that the Chapter would direct
itseffortstothebenefitandwelfareofthemen
of theRegimentandthatmembershipwould
berestrictedtothewives,mothersandsisters
ofHighlanders.Mrs.JohnI.Davidson,thewife
of the first Commanding Officer became the
firstregent.

90 Years Ago – The year of 1917 saw
three major battles for the 15th Battalion
(48thHighlanders)–VimyRidge,Hill70and
Passchendaele.

At Vimy Ridge the battalion was in the
first assault, placed on the right flank of the
3rd Brigade and near the right flank of the
Canadian Corps. They took their objectives,
twoconsecutivelinesofGermantrenches,on
timeandasplanned,thenwatchedandcheered
as other battalions leap-frogged through to
complete the capture of the ridge. The toll:
April9to12–90killed,175wounded.

Hill70wasapromontoryoverlookingthe
townofLens.The15thBattalion’sorderswere
to take and hold the hill on the extreme left
flank as the pivotal hinge of the division’s
attack and the inevitable focus of enemy
counterattacks. At 0425 on 15 August and in
completedarknesstheyattacked,clearingthe
hillinjustoveranhour.Thenfor14hoursthey
repelledwavesofcounterattacks,guaranteeing
thesuccessofthetotalplan.Thetoll:61killed,
over164wounded.

At Passchendaele from 29 October to 11
November the battalion fought the mud of
the battlefield as they supported the assault
by Canadian divisions. They built roads, dug
trenches and poured sticky black mud into

FROM THE 48TH ARCHIVES EVENTS IN SPRING TIMES PAST
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TheChangeofPipeMajors
Theparadeofparadestookplaceon
FridayFebruary9,2007,whenPipe
MajorSandyDewarhandedoverthe
Pipe Major’s Banner to MWO Iain
Lang, and officially ended his 22
years of service as pipe major and
48yearsofservicetotheRegiment.

Regiments from across Canada
were represented by their pipe
majors:
• BlackWatch

–WOCameronStevens
• CameronHighlandersofOttawa

–MWOAlanClark
• CameronHighlandersofCanada

(Winnipeg)–SgtJohnDawson
• TorontoScottishRegiment

–DougSwan
• LorneScots–CplKevinCranley
• RoyalHighlandFusiliersofCanada

–SgtDougDavidson
• CalgaryHighlanders–MikeGiles
• CanadianScottishRegiment

–WORogerMcGuire
• SeaforthHighlandersofCanada

–CWOMikeBain.

DrumMajorsandleaddrummersin
attendanceincluded:
• CameronHighlandersofCanada

(Winnipeg)–SgtJimSeeley
(leaddrummer)

• TorontoScottishRegiment
–DMJohnMiller

• LorneScots–DMIainMacGibbon
• CalgaryHighlanders–JimStewart
• CanadianScottishRegiment

–DMGaryLouis
• 400SquadronP&D

–SgtRalphO’Connor.

ManymembersfromtheTorontoScottishPipe
Band, along with members from the Black
Watch, LCol Lynn Moffat from the Calgary
Highlanders and Pipe Major Eaton from
the Niagara Police Pipe Band were also in
attendance

Agreattimeoffellowshipfollowedtheparade
with the seams bursting in both the Sergeant’s
MessandtheBands’mess.

One of the highlights of the evening was
theannouncementthat,attheQueen’srequest,
Pipe Major Dewar and his wife Carolynne

Dewar will be guests at Buckingham Palace.
The date chosen is July 18th 2007. A great
honourattheendanoutstandingcareer.

TheSaturdayeveningfollowingtheparade,
almost 200 people attended a dinner, in Pipe
Major Dewar’s honour, at the King Edward
Hotel. Again, it was an evening of shared
memoriesandgreatfellowship.

BandActivities
The pipes and drums have been busy
throughout winter and early spring with
numerousengagementsincluding:
• RobbieBurnsattheOldMillandthe

GraniteClubplusnumerousotherBurns
eventsinthecity

• VimyParadeinTorontowhilePipeMajor
LangandMCplGrattanwereplayingatthe
memorialinVimy,France

• PerformanceatTartanDay,Toronto
• ConcertwithCaledonatSt.Andrew’s

Church,Toronto
• Ourshowofsupporttothetroopsatthe

annualDavidsonChallenge
• 48thRegimentalBall

Congratulations to James Dewar who was
promotedtoSgtonMarch23,2007andtoMCpl
GrattanforbeingawardedthebartohisCD.

This summer we will be performing in
Lindsey,Fergus,attheWarriorsDayParade,the
OpeningofthenewBMOSoccerStadium,the
Scotland The Brave Concert at Roy Thomson
HallandatHamiltonPlacejusttolistafewof
ourupcomingengagements.

Pipes and Drums
by Piper Marilyn Willis, CD
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DID YOU KNOW?
Most Highlanders know that the 48th
Highlanders was the only battalion to
weartheRedPatchofthe1stDivisionin
boththeFirstWorldWarandtheSecond.
The rectangular red patch, placed on
the shoulder below the regimental
designation, was worn in the field by
the 1st Canadian Division in 1916, just
beforethebattleofTheSomme.TheRed
Patchbecamepartoftheuniformagain
in the spring of 1940 while the Brigade
was training in southern England as
part of the newly formed 1st Canadian
Division.

However,didyouknowthatthe48th
Highlanders was designated the 15th
BattalioninbothWorldWarsaswell?In
TheFirstWartheregimentbecamepart
ofthethirdbrigadewiththedesignation
15th Battalion (48th Highlanders). In
early 1940, just months after arriving
on NewYear’s Day, the 48th received its
vehicles. A sharp eye noted that each
vehiclehadpaintedonitthenumber14
as theprefix to itsvehiclenumber.This
was because of the 48th Highlanders
designationasthesecondbattalioninthe
brigade. The number was soon brought
to the attention of the commanding
officer Lt.-Col. Eric Haldenby who had
served with the 15th Battalion in The
First War. He promptly went to the
brigade command and requested that
the 48th become the third battalion in
the brigade. Command agreed and the
48thHighlandersbecamedesignatedas
the15thBattalion.

Unfortunately this was to be short
lived. After the fall of France in the
summer of 1940 the Canadian Army
reorganized and our brigade was given
thenumbers55,56and57.Thenumber
57becameourbattaliondesignation.

Many thanks to the“sharp eye” Bill
deHarteforthisstory.

PipeMajorSandyDewarhandsoverdutiestonewPipeMajor
IainLang.



Three speeches followed, each serving to
focus the audience on the occasion and on
a light red cloth draped on the outside wall
of the church and flanked by two more 48th
Highlanders, Sandy Dewar and Drum Major
Larry Fullerton. Prince Bernhard stepped
forwardandwithRobertMacKenziebrotherof

ColonelMackenzieathissidepulledthecloth
torevealtheplaqueunderneath.Itread:

“In memory of the 48th Highlanders of
Canada, nineteen of whom fell in and around
the municipality of Voorst, including the

CommandingOfficerLieutenant-ColonelDonald
A. MacKenzie, DSO, DSC, born 9 July 1914
inKincardine,Ontario,Canada,killed inaction
on 12th April 1945 at Wilp in the municipality
ofVoorst.”

AsthestrainsofHeilanLaddiediedaway,
theentireparty,dignitaries,Highlanders,band
andcitizensmarchedandwalkedfivehundred
metres along the dike to a neighbourhood
under development on the edge of the town.
There, in a small square, close to a paved
walkway, Robert MacKenzie stepped forward
to a metal pole over six metres high and
draped in a cloth. Reaching up he yanked on
the cloth. Revealed above was a sign, letters
in white against a bright blue background:
“MacKenzieplaats”.

As the schoolchildren broke into a song
entitled Thank You Canada a small single-
engine plane droned over head, pulling a
bannerthatsummedupwhatwasinthehearts
ofallintheaudience.“ThankYouCanadians”

while the pipers and brass band rehearsed
elsewhere.Manyofthepipepracticesoccurred
outdoors unlike the
brass band who had
the use of a local
theatre. Fortunately
the weather was good
with no rain for the
entiretrip.

On Saturday, April
7th, the contingent
attended the funeral
of Private Herbert
PetersonfromtheLoyal
Edmonton Regiment
just outside Vimy at
Chaudiere Cemetery.
In the evening a show,
loosely based on a
Beat Retreat ceremony
was performed on the
backstepsoftheVimy
Monument. Reports
from spectators said
the sky behind the
monument was quite dark and ominous
looking adding to the overall atmosphere of
themusicandFeudeJoisoftheguard.

On Sunday, April 8th, the contingent
paradedinArras for theFreedomof theCity.
Afterwards they had several hours to enjoy
freedom in the city for drinks and dinner on
EasterSunday.

Easter Monday the re-dedication of the
monument was held. The park around the
monumentwasfullofspectatorsfromCanada
andaroundtheworld.Weparadedinposition
an hour and forty-five minutes before the

Queenarrived.Westood
for a total of three and
a half hours before
dismissal,onaninclined
stage, making it indeed
memorable. After the
ceremony, the Pipes
and Drums provided a
20-minute show as the
crowds dispersed. No
lament was played on
theVimythemonument
by a piper, instead a
fiddlewasusedtoplaya
MétisWarriorsLament...
a sore spot with many
Highlanders and
historiansonparade.

Battlefieldtourswere
offered on the 10th and
11th. Some rented vans
andtraveledtoYpreson
the 10th. The Pipes and

DrumsarrangedabustoYpresandMonson
the11th.

OnApril12thePipesandDrumsreturned
home,asdidmostothersinthecontingent.

Overall,itwasanexcellenttrip,aonceina
lifetimechancetobepartofCanada’shistory.
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VIMY 90TH CONTINGENT PIPES AND DRUMS
…CONTINUED FROM COVER

sandbags. Then, as the battle raged around
them, they fought the mud again, waist deep,
as stretcher-bearers for the 12,000 wounded
Canadians.Movingthroughtheclingingslime

was hell as eight, ten, sometimes twelve men
struggledtomovewithonestretcher.

80YearsAgo – On Sunday, 15 May, 1927
the48thHighlanders’originalStandofColours
werelaidupinSt.Andrew’sChurch.TheKing’s
ColourwashandedtotheAssistantChaplain,
the Rev. Stuart Parker, by Colonel John A.
Currie, who as Commanding Officer took
the battalion to war in 1914. The Regimental
Colour was given into the care of the church
by Lt.Col. C.E. Bent, CMG, DSO who brought
thebattalionhome.TheColours,emblazoned
with the 21 battle honours awarded by His
Majesty,nowrest in theRegimentalMuseum
inSt.Andrew’sChurch.TwolaterStandshang
intheChancel.

25YearsAgo – On Friday, 16April 1982,
twenty-one48thHighlandersformeduponthe
edgeof thetownofWilp inTheNetherlands.
Under command of the senior Highlander
present, LCol M.E. (Mike) George, they came
to attention and with two pipers in the lead
marched to the Dutch Reformed Church in
the centre of the tiny town. There they were
greetedbyastonishingnumberswhohadcome
tohonourLt.Col.DonaldMacKenzie,the48th
Highlanderthathadcommandedtheregiment
thathadliberatedtheirtownon12April1945.
Presentwereallthelocalandregionalofficials
including Burgomaster Nora Wissema of the
districtofVoorst, thechildrenof theregional
school,theJohanWillemFrisoBandandmany
more Dutch citizens than the number posted
on the sign outside the town. Then came
the dignitaries – General Sir Michael Gow,
Commander in Chief of the British Army of
theRhine;GeneralG.L.J.Huyser,Commander
of the First Netherlands Corps; the Canadian
AmbassadortoTheNetherlands,HenriBlouin
andOmarDeslauriers,Ontario’sAgent-General
in Brussels. The final guest arrived to the
Dutch national anthem, His Royal Highness
PrinceBernhard.

FROM THE 48TH ARCHIVES EVENTS IN SPRING TIMES PAST
…CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

MCplDuffandSgtMacDougal

Theretheyweregreetedbyastonishingnumberswhohadcome

tohonourLt.Col.DonaldMacKenzie,the48thHighlanderthathad

commandedtheregimentthathadliberatedtheirtownon12April1945.



UPDATE FROM SIERRA LEONE ––––––––––––––––––
 from Sierra Leone: 12 Apr 2007 by CWO Ron Alkema

GreetingsAll–

Hope that you are well. It is Thurs 12Apr
07, and I am back in Freetown. Things here
are going just fine. It has been a busy couple
ofweeks,butthewaythingsstandrightnow,I
haveonlygot2up-countryrotationsleftbefore
clearing out of SL, and coming back home to
Canada. Let me bring you up to speed with
whathasbeengoingon.

Afterour4daysinFreetownattheendof
thelastrotation,weheadedbackuptoKenema.
After a quick over-nighter there, Capt Patrick
CrowleyandIsetoffforSimbakoro.Weformed
theMobileTeamforthisrotationbecauseWO
Pat Parent had returned to Canada for his
leave,andMurphy–myregularMobileTeam
partner – was working with the 3 Infantry
Brigade Skill-at-Arms Team for a couple of

weeks. The brigade had their own Skill-at-
Arms competition – with a team from each
battalion–andfromthese,acompositebrigade
teamwasselectedtoenterintheRSLAFSkill-
at-Arms Competition. Murphy has got a fair
bitofexperienceworkingontheseteamsashe
hasdonesoinJamaicaforthelastnumberof
years. So, when this opportunity came along,
hegrabbedit.

The soldiers from 9 Bn in Simbakoro are
doing quite well. I think I have mentioned
previously that this is the finest battalion in

thebrigade.Whilewewerethere,
theCObriefedusthatoneofhis
patrols was involved in a motor
vehicle accident – the driver
suffered a broken leg, and the 6
othersoldiersweretreatedatthe
Koidu Government Hospital and
released. The reason that I am
mentioning this, is that was the
patrol I was scheduled to be on
–ratherthanthe2Bnpatrolout
ofBomaru.Theonlyreasonthat
I accompanied the patrol out of
Bomaru, is that Murphy wanted
to work with the Skill-at-Arms

Team,andIcouldn’tgetuptoSimbakorowith
himworking inDaru.Therebut for thegrace
ofGod…

We had a rather strange experience going
uptoSimbakoro.Normallywheneverwestop
thetruck,thekidsarealloveruslikeafatkid
onaSmartie,butwhenwestoppedthis time,
the2kidsdroppedthebundlesthattheywere
carrying on their heads, screamed and ran
offintothejungle.Wehaveabsolutelynoidea
whytheyreactedlikethis,sowejustlookedat
eachother,gotbackinthetruckandcontinued
on our way. We spent the week at Simbakoro
andIspentthebetterpartofadayattheFPB
in Njagbwema Fama going over the tactical
defence of the FPB and leadership with the
NCOsandofficers.

We came back to Kenema on Thurs
afternoon because 3 Infantry
Brigade was holding their annual
Track&FieldMeetontheweekend.
This is a 2 day meet held at the
Government Secondary School
grounds in Kenema. Each of the
battalionsandthebrigadeHQenter
a team. They have the usual events
–sprints,distanceruns, long jump,
high jump, javelin, shot put, discus,
andthe“tugofpeace”.Thisisatug
ofwar,buthasbeenrenamedinSL
followingthecivilwar.Themessage
isthatthewaris“dun-dun”(Kriofor

over/complete).
Thesoldiersareprettygoodatthe

non-technicalevents,butinthingslikejavelin,
discus and hurdles they suck!! The runners
are pretty darn good – 100m in 12 seconds /
400minjustover1minute.The10000mrace
waswonin32minutes(helappedthesecond
placeguy4times).Andthisisbysoldierswho
receive no special training, and whose diet
consists of mainly rice. They would be able
to field some pretty good athletes with some
trainingandgoodfood.

The soldiers run in everything from bare
feet,tosocks,tosandals,tocanvasdeckshoes
totrainerstotrackshoes–anditdoesn’tmake
anydifferencetothem.Theyarefast!

IranintheRSM’s100m–andcamedead
last. Even their“old guys” are fast. Our BAST
entered a team in the 4 x 100m Invitational
Relay, and again came dead last. But we were
runningagainstateamformtheSierraLeone
Police (the current National Champions) and
the SL national amateur team, so we have
an excuse. We concluded that we are all now
certifiable“old,slowwhiteguys”.Theyoungest
guyonourteamwas32,andwewererunning
againstguys19–22,sowedidn’tfeeltoobad.

 5 THE FALCON, SPRING 2007

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE…

TheRSM’s100mSprint–thiswasascloseasitgot!

AdestroyedMOWAGPiranha–theCanadianAVGPwasbased
onthisvehicle.ThehullisidenticaltotheAVGP.

CaptBockarieandAlkemawith
abunchoflocalkidsatoneofthe
villages9Bnisresponsiblefor.



ThisisoneofthehighlightsintheKenema
Social Calendar. The whole town came out to
watch the meet. The field is down in a small
depression, and the slopes were filled with
people. We estimate that there were between
3000–4000peopleouttowatch.Thekidshad
ariot,andthewholeeventhada“fallfair”feel
to it–musicblaring,peopleoutsellingpop/
juice / junkfood.Therewereclowns,dancers,
jugglers–thewholeshootingmatch.

Thetrackitselfisdirtwithacoupleofsmall
hillsandaswampyareainthebackstretch.The
highjumpwasinteresting–thelandingpitis
sand raked into a pile about 12 inches deep.
Thecompetitorshaveno technique– therun
towards thebarand jumpover it–some like
a fish leapingover rapids, somebarrel rolling
over the bar, and some just pulling their legs
up.Theyalllandedlikeasackofpotatoes.But
thewinnercleared5'-10"nonetheless.

Thiswasthefirsttimethat3BASTattended
thecompetitionandactuallyparticipatedinit.
Even though we didn’t do well in any of the
eventsweentered,theRSLAFreallyappreciated
thatwewerethereandthatwejoinedin.They
gotarealsensethatwearepartoftheirarmy,
and are involved in what they do. There were
a lot of soldiers (and especially the NCO’s
and officers that we deal with on a regular
basis)whocameuptousandtoldusthatthey
wereverypleasedthatweparticipated.Itgoes
along way to establishing and enhancing our
credibility.

We headed off to Kailahun on Mon 02
Apr. I did most of the driving last week, so
Capt Crowley asked if I minded that he drive
up.Itwasaninterestingdrivetosaytheleast.
We never got below 70km/h. I think that I
had just about every filling in my teeth come
loose.Theroadsareinterriblecondition,ruts,
potholes, washboarding, dust, villages – well
you’ve seen some of the photos. The Brits are
terribledrivers!IguessIhave3bigproblems
withdrivingthisfast–itishardonthebody,
it is hard on the truck, and it’s very arrogant.
The first is a minor issue. The second a big

one – if we break the wagon we cannot do
ourjob.WewillalsotieupthesecondMobile
Teamastheywillhavetocometoussoallthe
kit and equipment can be off-loaded prior to
thewagongettingtowedbacktoFreetownfor
repairs.So,1brokentruckhasmajor impacts
onthewholeBASTTeam.ThethirdIalsosee
asabigissue–theroadsaredustyandunsafe
– dogs, goats, chickens, ducks, kids, other
vehiclesareallon them. Idon’t think thatwe
(IMATT)aresendingagoodmessagewhenwe
gotear-assingthroughvillagesathighspeeds.
IknowthatIdon’tlikeitathomewhenpeople

speedthroughourneighbourhood,soItrynot
todoithere.

Murphy met up with us half way through
the'mplete.We spent the rest of the week just
doingournormalworkatKailahun–working
withthesoldiersof1Bn.WewentintoLiberia
todiscusstheBorderPatrolMeetingswiththe
UN (Pakistani) soldiers. This was actually a
wasteof time–31/2hoursoneway, fora20
minute meeting that accomplished very little
–theydidn’tknowwhenthenextmeetingsare
scheduled for, but promised to be there. This
all came out of the fact that the UN and the
Liberiansmissedthelastsetofthesemeetings.
Atleasttheygaveuslunch!

We spent a day observing the relief-in-
place – this is when the soldiers at the FPBs
arerotatedbacktothemaincamp,andanother
companyrelievesthemattheFPB.Therewere
noproblemswiththis.

Good Friday was spent back in Kenema
– nothing special – just another day. The
same with Easter Sunday. I spent the time
completingtheLevel1&2TrainingPlansthatI
amputtingtogether.Itisreadytobesubmitted

upthechainforapprovalandimplementation
–hopefully.TheSaturdayofEasterweekendI
attendedtheGraduationParadefortheSenior
NCOCoursethatwasruninDaru.Therewere
39soldierswhocompletedthiscourse.

The weather here is still stinking hot and
humid. The BAST house in Kenema has fans,
but the battalion houses do not. This is not a
problemduringthedayswhenweareworking,
butisterribleatnights.Wejustlayonourbeds
and sweat. We often don’t get to sleep until
0100,whenitfinallycoolsdownenoughtoget
somesleep.Justtogiveyousomeindication,I

am sitting inside a screened room, fan on, in
the shade, and I am sweating – it is running
downmyarms,legsandbody.Therainyseason
is getting closer – there are more and more
days where the sky is overcast. We have had
rainthelast3days.Therehasbeenrainduring
thenightsoverthelastcoupleofweeks,about
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Three quarters of the 3 BAST 4 x 100m Relay
Team–Alkema,MurphyandPatrick.

MurphyandAlkemaatthebordercrossingintoLiberia.

Playing cricket – its funny what you do when
you’reawayfromhome!

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE…



every2or3days:butwehavehadanhourof
rain during the days for the last 3 days. The
dusthasalmostdisappeared,tobereplacedby
mud.Butthingsaregettingverygreen–trees,
shrubs,bushesandgrassarestartingtogrow.
Theraindoesnotcut thehumidity– itoften
seemsmorehumidafterrainthanbeforeit.

Being Canadian – for the most part – we
don’t care or have any interest in the Cricket
World Cup that is being played in the West
Indies,butherewithMurphy(aJamaican)and
the Brits it’s a big deal. Every time there is a
gameon,thetubeisbookedsolidforthe9or
10hours it takestoplaythegame.Ihavehad
totakecrashcourse,andnowunderstandthe
rules of the game. It’ll never be my favourite
game, but it’s better than watching paint dry.
The Saturday of the Easter weekend though,
we went into the backyard of the compound
andplayeda“pick-up”gameofcricket–about
6ofus,usinganoldtennisball that thedogs
havechewedon,anda3footlongpieceof2"x
2"lumberasabat.Weplayedforaboutanhour
andahalf,justhorsingaround,anddoingthe
usual“trashtalking”.

The highlight for my Easter was finding
an 18" long Black Neck Spitting Cobra in my
room.Itrearedupwhenitsawme,soIgrabbed
abroomandwhackedit.TheRSLAFCplwho
helps out in the house, heard the racket, and
tookthesnakeandcutitsheadoff.Therestof
thedaywasprettytameafterthat.

Because of Easter Monday, there wasn’t
anything going on at the battalions. Murphy
wantedtogetuptoSimbakorobeforehegoes
onleaveforacoupleofweeks,sowewentupon
Monday.WespentTuesdayatFPBNjagbwema
Fama.ThenbacktoFreetownyesterday.

Andthat’sitforthisgoaround.

Takecare,
  Ron

UPDATE FROM SIERRA LEONE ––––––––––––––––––
 from Sierra Leone: 03 May 2007 by CWO Ron Alkema

GreetingsAll–
Howareyoualldoing?Itrustthatyouare

well. It is Thurs 03 May 07, and we are back
in Freetown. Things here are going fine. It
has been a busy couple of weeks, and I have
got only one up-country rotation left. I can’t
believehowfastthetimehasgoneby.Itseems
likeonlyacoupleofweeksagothatwelanded
andgotstarted.

Our 4 days in Freetown at the end of the
last rotation passed without any problems.
MurphyandIwentoutfordinner,andIwent
foracoupleofrunsandspentsometimeinthe
gym.Therewerenodramas,andafterourdays
off,weheadedbackup-country.

Theweatherhereisstillhotandhumid–I
don’t think that there isanyotherkind inSL.
Therainyseasonisapproaching–thedaysare
getting more overcast, there are usually 3 or
4rainthunderstormsaweeknow–normally
in the late afternoons or early evenings. They
generally last about an hour, although the
length is increasing as well. They start with
thewindpickingup,andlightningbeingseen

to the north and the east.
Then the sky gets dark, and
thunder can be heard. Once
the rain starts, it comes down
in buckets. Our houses have
corrugated steel sheeting for
roofs, so things get very loud.
The roads are getting worse
–thedustisdown,butwenow
have to contend with puddles
and slick surfaces. And they
willgetprogressivelyworseas
wegetmorerain.

OutBASTTeamisstarting

to change – Maj Curt McGahhey (our US
Marinewhoworksat3InfBde(RSLAF)HQ)
hasgonebackhomeattheendofhistour.He
has been replaced by another Marine – Capt
Teague De La Plaine. My partner, Murphy, is
going to be moving from the Mobile Team to
theBrigadeTeam,andTeaguewillbetravelling
withmeforthenextcoupleofweeks.Thisisa
goodthing–Murphhasspentabout6months
working with the bns, and has established a

goodrapportwiththeRSLAFofficers.Hehas
a good handle on the issues that the RSLAF
face, and so should be able to move up to
work with the next level quite well. It will
alsogiveTeagueagoodopportunitytogetan
understanding of what the soldiers have to
dealwith,andhowtheywork.Ithinkthatthis
isapositivemoveforourteam,althoughIwill
miss travelling with Murph – we have had a
greattimetravellingtogether.

We have had some word from Canada
regarding our replacements – they are
supposedtobeflyinginon02Jun07,andwe
arescheduledtoflyoutaweeklateron09Jun,
andgetintoOttawaon10Jun.Acoupleofdays
there, and then back home to Ruth and the
girls.Iamlookingforwardtoseeingthem.
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AlkemaattheSL/Liberiaborder.Alkemahas1
foot inbothcountries.The firstcivilwasattack
camerightalongthisroad.

CO9BnandAlkema–standingonthewreckedtruckAlkemawassupposedtobeon.

AttheSL/Guineaborder.Guineacanbeseenacrosstheriver. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE…



Murphy is in England with his wife and
kid for 2 weeks of leave, so I travelled with
theotherMobileTeamforthefirstweek–we
wenttoDaruandSimbakoro.Nothingmajorto
report. I took Teague to Daru and Simbakoro
during the second week – introduced him to
thekeyplayersandshowedhimthelayofthe
land–routes,roads,FPB’s,etc.

Teagueisa32yearoldUnitedStatesMarine
captain.Heisareservist,andisanIntelligence
Officer(asopposedtoanInfantryOfficer).He
isaprofessionalJazzmusicianinhis“dayjob”.
HehasbeentoLiberiaandtoHaiti,andfinds
SLverysimilartoboth.Heseemstobeagood
guy,andwearegettingalongfinesofar.Heis

positive,wantsto learn,workshard,anddoes
not hate Africa and the RSLAF – unlike Maj
McGahhey. So this is a positive thing for our
BASTTeam.

WespentacoupleofdaysinDaru,wentto
FPBBomaru,andjustgothimacquaintedwith
things there.We then drove up to Simbakoro,
andthenextdaywentouttothebordercrossing
atGbongbokoro.Thedrivewasjustaslongas
lasttime,andtheroadsnobetter–worsewith
the oncoming rainy season. The river was up,
notwadableanymore,andtherewasnoferry,
so we didn’t get across into Guinea this time.
OnthedrivetoGbongbokoro,wecameacross
the wreck of the vehicle that crashed on the
wayouttotheJointSLP/RSLAFBorderPatrol
thatIwassupposedtogoonwith9Bn–but
didn’tworkout.Itwaskindaweirdlookingat
the wreck of a vehicle that I was supposed to
beon.Thetruckwascomingaroundabendin
theroad,atthetopofahill.Theroadisterrible
there–hugerocks,ruts,andnoshoulder.The
driver must have been going too fast for the
roadconditions,hitsomeoftherocksandlost
control.Thetruckwentofftheroadanddown
theembankment, takingoutacoupleof trees

on the way, and coming to a stop when it hit
a couple of boulders in the stream bed at the
bottom of the hill. I took several photos, and
haveincludedtheminthecurrentbatchIam
posting.Thetruckhassincebeenstrippedby
the RSLAF for any serviceable parts, but you
will get an idea of the crash. I’m sure glad I
wasn’tonthattruck!

The week was a bit of a short one – Fri
27Apr07isSLIndependenceDay,aNational
Holiday. So the battalions – except personnel
onessentialduties–hadthedayoff.Westayed
in Simbakoro until Friday morning (so we
didn’tlosehalfofThursdayaswell),andthen
returnedtoKenema.

Teague had to undergo his
IMATT Indoctrination Training the
week that we returned to Freetown,
soIwenttoKailahunwithacouple
of the Engineers. For security and
protection reasons, we are not
allowed to travel alone outside the
Freetownarea.

We are starting to see more
political rallies and demonstrations
– each party has their own colour, and when
weseeademonstration,everybodyiswearing
the colour of that party. There is a lot of
singing, dancing, clapping, music – no suits
and speeches – more like a big party than
anythingelse.

We departed for Kailahun on Sun 29 Apr
–Iwasgladtogetgoing.Forme,theweekends
are the long days – when we are up country,
thedaysgobyfast–getup,goforarun,have
ashowerandbreakfast,beat thebn for0800
and spend the day with the soldiers. We are
normally done work by 1630 or 1700 – then
cookdinner,cleanup,andworkonourreport.
That with making some notes in my journal,
adding to these “Updates”, downloading my

photos means that I’m normally done my
“work”isdoneby2000.WethenwatchaDVD
– most of the time on one of our computers,
andcallitaday.Buttheweekendstendtodrag
on–thereisnotmuchtodoineitherKenema
or Freetown, so other than going for a run,
cleaningupfromthepastweekandpreparing
for the next, there is not much to do except
watchTVorread.

OnthetripuptoKailahun,amanandhis
wife were out walking along the road with a
couple of dogs and a vehicle just ahead of us
hit and killed one of the dogs. This would be
a“major drama” in Canada, but the man just
pickedupthedeaddogbyahindlegandtossed
itintothejungle.Yetonemoreindicationthat
thingsaredifferentherethanbackhome–not
necessarilybetterorworse–justdifferent.

We have a dinner with the Canadian
Ambassador to West Africa tonight – she is
going to be in Freetown for a couple of days,
andwantstogettogetherwithus.

Otherthanthat,thereisnoreallymuchto
tellyou.Thingsareprettyquiet,butthatcould
change. The Government of SL is broke – the
foreign aid /World Bank / IMF have decided
that the GoSL has not met the conditions

imposedonitwithregardstoensuringthatthe
moneyitreceivesisproperlyandtransparently
accounted for, and so has cut off all money
coming into SL. SL cannot sustain itself. The
RSLAF will be out of money on 10 May.And
thereareNationalElectionscomingattheend
of July. So things could get interesting rather
quickly!Inoneway,IwishIwasstayingtosee
theseissuesthrough.ButIamalsogladtobe
cominghomeinamonth.

I will be in Freetown for the next couple
of days – we go back up-country on Monday
morning.

Takecare,
  Ron
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TeagueandAlkemaattheWarMonumentinBomaru.

AlkemaatGbongbokoro–Guineaisacrosstheriver.



On Thursday April 5 the medals of Pte. C.A.
Jensen,a15thBattalion48thHighlander,killed
in action atVimy Ridge, were donated to the
RegimentalMuseumbyMr.WilliamClarkeof
the London Numismatic Society. The medals
hadbeenacquiredby theSociety thirtyyears
ago. This year on the 90th anniversary of the
battle forVimy Ridge and the ceremonies for
of the restored Canadian monument on the
crest ofVimy Ridge, they felt that the medals
belonged in the 48th Highlander Museum,

wheretheywouldbehonouredandpreserved.
The Society voted unanimously to donate the
medals on the anniversary of the battle in
whichPrivateJensenhadbeenkilled.Thethree
medals donated were the British War Medal,
The Victory Medal and the Memorial Cross.
The Memorial Cross is sometimes referred to
as the Mother’s Cross orWidow’s Cross
because this medal was issued to
thenextofkinandcouldbeworn
by them on Remembrance Day
orotheroccasionseitheraround
theneckorinabowpinnedtoa
sweater or dress. The Memorial

Crossissterlingsilverandwasissuedonbehalf
of the Government of Canada (not the King
or British Government). It continues to be
awardedtodaytothenextofkinofthosekilled
inAfghanistan.

Coincidently,atthetimethatWilliamClarke
arrived, the CBC was in the museum to film
theVimy Cross that had been erected on the
battlefieldontheeveningof11/12April,1917,
thelasteveningofthebattleforVimyRidgethat
hadbegunthemorningof9April.Thewooden
cross with the 15th Battalion’s distinctive
design was placed in a temporary cemetery
“GraveCA35,NeuvilleSt.Vast,and1000yards
west of Nine Elms Cemetery.” After the war
the Permanent War Graves Commission sent
noticestoCanadianregimentsthathadserved
at Vimy to ask if they wished to have their
crosses at home. It is believed that only three
units inCanadaresponded in theaffirmative,
making the Vimy cross in our museum a
rare and valuable artifact of the battle that is
creditedwithturningCanadians’perspectiveof
themselvesfromthatofmembersofaformer
colony to citizens of a full-fledged nation.
When the cross arrived in Toronto, the 48th
Highlanders mounted it outside the orderly
room door in University Avenue Armouries.
In1963theRegimentmovedittothemuseum
totakeaplaceofhonoursothatallCanadians
and visitors to the museum could see it and
understand more clearly the sacrifices that

menof the48thHighlandershadmade for
ourcountry.

WiththeCBCcamerasrollingPte
Jensen’s medals were examined in
a close-up shot. On the rear of the
Memorial Cross was engraved“CA
Jensen  803138”. The camera then

MEDALS OF 15TH BATTALION HIGHLANDER  
KILLED AT VIMY DONATED TO MUSEUM

GREETINGS FROM  
THE ACTIVE REGIMENT

 
by Warrant Officer Brian Kwok

IhaverecentlyreturnedfromAfghanistanand
I was asked to write about my experiences. I
wasattachedtotheNCEsecurityPlatoonasa
Section Commander and was responsible for
manning the main gate at KandaharAirfield.
Within my section, I had two other fellow
Highlanders under my command who I am
happy to report did an excellent job. Along
withus,thereweretenotherpresentlyserving
or former Highlanders in many positions.
Someof these includedCIMIC(civilmilitary
cooperation), PAFFO (public affairs officer),
and the forceprotectionplatoon.Othershave
decided to make the military their full time
careerinboth1RCRand2PPCLI.

As I stated earlier, my platoon was
responsible for the main gate at the airfield
where we were responsible for searching all
civilian personnel and vehicles coming in. It
was a thankless job but also very necessary.
As you can imagine, there were times of
extreme boredom and was compounded by
the 60 degree Celsius heat and the 60 plus
poundsofequipmentwehadtowear.Butthere
was always something to keep you on your
toes which came in the form of intelligence
reports or 107mm rockets. The base itself
was fairly comfortable with many amenities
such as a gym, hockey rink, welfare phones
and computers, and even a boardwalk with
stores such as burger king, subway, pizza hut
andofcourse,TimHorton’s.Thetroopsinthe
battlegrouphadamuchharderlifeandwould
enjoycomingbacktothebasetorelax.All in
all, I am happy to have done my small part
andbenefittedfromtheexperience.Thereare
manymoreopportunitiestoserveandIwould
gladlygooveragain.

DILEASGUBRATH
CrosserectedonVimyRidgebattlefieldthenightof11/12April1917

MedalsofPteCAJensenbesidehisnameonour
VimyCross.
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HighlandersonoperarationaldutyinKandahar.



come to the Museum from
individuals and family of
individuals who served with
the48thHighlanders.Mostof
the formal group shots
were commissioned by
the Regiment. Some of
themostrecognizedand
best quality images were
producedbytheCanadianArmyOverseas.

Asearlyas1939theCanadianGovernment
begantolookattheIdeaofformingasspecial
filmandphotographicunitwithintheCanadian
Army overseas. In 1940 a public relations
photographicsectionwasformedatCanadian
Military Headquarters in London, England.
It was the forerunner of the Canadian Army
Film and Photo Unit which began operations
thefollowingyear.TheAir forceandNavyset
upsimilarunitswhichintotalalongwiththeir
Armycounterpartamassedoverhalfamillion
photographs.FollowingtheWaralltheimages
weretransferredtotheDepartmentofNational
Defencewhointurntransferredthecollection
theNationalArchivesofCanadain1967.

The original title to the image shown is
“Canadians Await Attack Order on Italian
Front” 10th December 1943. Central Italy,
the 1st Canadian Division having created a
bridgehead across the Moro River were now
hopingtopushtowardsOrtona.

At 9:00 am on the 10th December the
Loyal Edmonton Regiment broke out for San
Leonardo with C Company of the Calgary
Regiment a platoon of the Saskatoon Light
Infantry and two companies of the 48th
Highlanders providing a firm base. Despite

initial advance by early afternoon the
Edmontonsweredrivenback.

Alpha & Charlie Companies were
sent to the other side of the gully into

SanLeonardotoprotecttherightflank
of both the town and the bridgehead

beforemidnightonthe8th.
The10thofDecemberwasawet

dayandthegroundboggy.Covering
behind a wall and observing is
a Platoon of Alpha Company
48th Highlanders. Observing
through his binoculars is the
Platoon Commanders Lieutenant
Ian MacDonald who had just
transferred into the Company a

month earlier. Crouching on the
far left is Sergeant J.T. Cooney in
thecentreallcouchingarePrivates
A.R. Downie, O.E. Bernier, G.R.
Young.Standing inthebackwith
atommygunisCorporalTerrance
Feredaywhowaskilledinaction
eight days later in a subsequent
battle.Lyingintheproneposition
behind the Bren Gun is Private

S.L. Hart. The Photographer was
LieutenantFrederickG.Whitcombe.

 …This is but a taste of what you will
discoveratthe48thHighlandersMuseumopen
Tuesday&Wedneday,10to3oronthewebat
www.48highlanders.com/museum.htm

One of the most popular type of artifacts that
visitors to any Museum orArchive want to see
are photographs. Beginning in France in the
1820’s with images captured on pewter plates
by the Inventor Nicéphore Niépce, photography
hasnowbeenwithusforalmost200yearsand
canbefoundinallcornersoftheearth.The48th
Highlanders Museum is no exception having
a collection of over 700 framed photographs
and a further 5,000 unframed images. The
photographic collection spans from the earliest
yearsoftheRegimentthroughthegreatwarsto
themodernera.TheMuseumhasimagesofthe
Regimentatpeaceandwar,ingarrisonandinthe
field,atplayandintraining.

Oftenavisitorwillaskthequestion“Doyou
haveapictureofmyGrandfather?”Notaneasy
questiontoanswer.Inordertobeabletofind
aphotographthe48thMuseumhasdeveloped
a database to hold and trace descriptions of
images. To be able to have a database these
photographsneedtobecataloguedwherethe
image has been systematically described. No
catalogue is complete unless the events and
people depicted in the image are researched.
One of the hardest chores in describing a
photoisfindinganameforeverypersoninthe
image.TheMuseumisalwayslookingforhelp
inthisidentificationprocess.

The Photographic Collection of the 48th
HighlandersMuseum(whichformspartofthe
48th Highlanders Trusts) has been amassed
fromavarietyofsourcesduringtheMuseum’s
50 years of existence. Some images of the
48thHighlandershavecomefromnewspapers
such as the Toronto Star, Daily Telegram
and many others. Many photographs have
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moved to the cross on which 57 names were
painted in black on the white background.
Twentythreeofthesenameshadbeenplaced
onthecrossontheeveningitwaserectedwith
theothersaddedsubsequentlyofHighlanders
whodiedoftheirwounds.Thereonthelower
sectionofthecrosswas“CAJensen803138.To
thoseintheroomitfeltasifa48thHighlander
washome.

Twodayslater,at10pm,theCBCNational
ran a special on Vimy Ridge. The last five
minutes, closing the hour long broadcast,
was the story shot in the 48th Highlander
Museum. The clip opened with one of the
museum volunteers showing visitors through
the museum and past the Vimy Cross. This
was followed by a close up of the cross then
a shot of William Clarke of the London
Numismatic Society who displayed the three
medals, holding them up to the name of Pte
Jensenpaintedonthecross.Thecamerathen
cut to Honorary Lieutenant Colonel Geordie
Beal who was interviewed briefly about the
importanceoftheVimyCrosstothemuseum
and today’s regiment. The last shot returned
to end with the cross. Now the public across
Canada also knew that Pte Jensen was home
withhisregimentonceagain.

Old Comrades Association
by Harry Wignall

OntheeveningbeforetheRegimentalChurch
Parade,17membersofthe48thFamilybraved
the wilds of Georgian Downs to do battle
with the ferocious and unforgiving enemy,
the dreaded Slot Machines. The Slots were
relentless, but the Highlanders held out and
were able to make it to the Dining Room
where they were able to recoup their losses
onanexcellentbuffet, fortifiedwiththeusual
teaandcoffeeandother liquids fromthebar.
Following the sumptuous repast, some stayed
for the Sport of Kings, while the remainder
returned to the Den of Iniquity where they
once again faced the dreaded Slot Machines.
Unfortunately, the Slots outnumbered the
Highlanders,butwelivedtodobattleanother
day and we all came home with our shirts
on, at least I think so. John Dunne is already
planningournextfunfilledexcursionsokeep
your eyes on the Bulletin Board and join us
nexttimearound.

The 48th Highlanders Chapter IODE
were invited and participated in the
Regimental Church Parade Service at St.
Andrews Presbyterian Church on Sunday,
May 6, 2007 in recognition of their 100th
AnniversaryYear.Following theservice, the
LadiesreturnedtotheWarrantOfficersand
Sergeants Mess where they were presented
withAssociateMembershipCardsintheOld
ComradesAssociationbythePresidentHarry
Wignall and Vice President John Dunne.
Unfortunately not all the IODE Members
were able to attend, but their memberships
will be mailed out to them. It is hoped the
Ladies will retain their membership in the
OCA and by so doing, participate in our
activitiesandsocialfunctions.

DINNA FERGIT

THE REGIMENTAL 
PICNIC

At the Legion Grounds in  
Acton Ontario

On July 21, 2007 at 1:00 pm

Sponsored by the Continuing  
Sergeants and the OCA

All members of the  
Regimental Family and their 

friends are Welcome!

Bring your wives and sweethearts and 
dinna fergit the children

Something for everybody:  
BBQ, Games, Music, Liquid 

Refreshments and more Music

THE OLDCOMRADES  
ASSOCIATION
CONGRATULATE

THE48TH
HIGHLANDERS

CHAPTER
~IODE~

ON YOUR

100TH

ANNIVERSARY
DILEASGUBRATH

Her Majesty with HLCol Beal in front of Vimy
Crossin48thHighlandersMuseum.
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Abusyslateofeventswasplannedtomark
thisimportantmilestone.OnApril23rdthe
Honourary Colonels had graciously invited
the ladies of the IODE to a luncheon at
the R.C.M.I. to mark the occasion of their

centennial.Then,onMay6thattheChurch
Parade, the members were acknowledged
as part of the church services at St.
Andrew’s. On June 10th the IODE hosted a
gardenpartyatOldFortYork insteadof its

usualSpringLuncheon.The48thHighlanders
ChapterIODEisveryproudtohaveprovided
100yearsofservicetotheRegimentalFamily
andthecommunityandstrivestocontinue
theIODE’stradition.

G
The48thHighlanderChapterIODEwasbusycelebratingits100thAnniversaryin2007

MEDALS OF 15TH BATTALION HIGHL ANDER  
KILLED AT VIMY DONATED TO MUSEUM 
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SCHEDULE OF THE 48TH HIGHLANDERS OF CANADA REGIMENTAL FAMILY
8 – 26 August 2007 Exercise MAPLE DEFENDER Annual Area summer exercise.

7 September 2007 First Training Night 

14 – 16 September 2007 Exercise ABLE WARRIOR 1 Field training exercise

28 – 30 September 2007 Exercise ABLE WARRIOR 2 Field training exercise

5 October 2007 Thanksgiving Stand down 

19 – 21 October 2007 Exercise AGGRESSIVE VIPER 1 Field training exercise

26 October 2007 Formal Dismissal 

10 November 2007 Sergeant’s Mess Annual General Meeting Mess function

10 November 2007 Ceremony – Mount Pleasant Cemetery 

11 November 2007 Remembrance Day Parade Ceremonial parade

16 – 18 November 2007 Ex GU BRATH TREK Field training exercise

24 November 2007 St. Andrew’s Ball 

30 November 2007 Formal Dismissal 

7 – 9 December 2007 Ex STEADFAST RESPONSE Brigade field training exercise

LAST POST
The following Highlanders passed away recently: 

George H. BRUMWELL August 3, 2006 Rainy River, Ontario

William A. SHACKLETON August 22, 2006 Goderich, Ontario

William J. HOZACK September 4, 2006 Sutton, Ontario

George A. Ross September 30, 2006 London, Ontario

Calvin J. FLETCHER January 3, 2007 Niagara Falls, Ont.

Col. Bernard W. LEE January 14, 2007 Lantzville, BC

Robert ROWELL April 10, 2007 Toronto, Ontario

Norman Hay McMURRICH April 12, 2007 Toronto, Ontario

Arthur “Art” DANIELS May 4/07 Elmvale, Ontario

Atthegoingdownofthesun,andinthemorningWewillrememberthem.

CONFINED TO BARRACKS
1) SUNNYBROOK HOSPITAL  
 – VETERANS WING
 • Nelson Liston - K3E Room 21
 • Jim McCallen – L2 Room 34

2) BAYCREST HOSPITAL 
 – 3560 BATHURST STREET
 • Lloyd Tucker – 7th floor

3) SPECIAL CARE UNITS
 • Don McCron
 • Keith (KC) Jackson
 • Jack Pickering
 • R.J. Girdlestone
 • George Walker
 • Clifford W. Carter

4) CONFINED AT HOME  
 – PROBLEMS GETTING AROUND
 • W. (Curly) Carothers
 • G.E. Colton
 • Ed Forest
 • Kenneth Soper
 • Jack McKenna 


TheseHighlanderswillbe
pleasedtohearfromyou.

Givethemacallorbetterstill,
paythemavisit.

Don’tforget,theyareDileas,asarewe.
–HarryWignall

LAST MINUTE  
ITEMS

TheO.C.A.islookingfora

MembershipChairman
Interestedpersonalshould

contactHarryWignall

DileasGuBrath
HarryWignall,withthanksto

JohnDunne.
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE IN  
THE NEXT FALCON?

 FULL PAGE – $600 HALF PAGE – $300

 QUARTER PAGE – $150 ONE EIGHTH PAGE – $75 
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falcon_newsletter@hotmail.com


